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Grammar, Usage, Mechanics, and Style Measures

The writing analysis tools identify five main types of grammar, usage, and mechanics errors —
agreement errors, verb formation errors, wrong word use, missing punctuation, and
typographical errors. The approach to detecting violations of general English grammar is corpus
based and statistical, and can be explained as follows. The system is trained on a large corpus of
edited text, from which it extracts and counts sequences of adjacent word and part-of-speech
pairs called bigrams. The system then searches student essays for bigrams that occur much less
often than would be expected based on the corpus frequencies (Chodorow & Leacock, 2000).
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The writing analysis tools also highlight aspects of style that the writer may wish to revise, such
as the use of passive sentences, as well as very long or very short sentences within the essay.
Another feature of undesirable style that the system detects is the presence of overly repeti-
tious words, a property of the essay that might affect its rating of overall quality (Burstein &
Wolska, 2003).
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Organization and Development

Finally, the writing analysis tools provide feedback about discourse elements present or absent in
the essay (Burstein, Marcu, and Knight, 2003). The discourse analysis approach is based on a
linear representation of the text. It assumes the essay can be segmented into sequences of
discourse elements, which include introductory material (to provide the context or set the stage),
a thesis statement (to state the writer’s position in rela- tion to the prompt), main ideas (to assert
the author’s main message), supporting ideas (to provide evidence and support the claims in the
main ideas, thesis, or conclusion), and a conclusion (to summarize the essay’s entire argument).
In order to identify the various discourse elements, the system was trained on a large corpus of
human annotated essays (Burstein, Marcu, and Knight, 2003). Figure 1 (next page) presents an
example of an annotated essay.
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The overall organization score (referred to in what follows as organiza- tion) was designed for
these genres of writing. It assumes a writing strategy that includes an introductory paragraph, at
least a three-paragraph body with each paragraph in the body consisting of a pair of main point
and supporting idea elements, and a concluding paragraph. The organization score measures the
difference between this minimum five-paragraph essay and the actual discourse elements found
in the essay. Missing elements could include supporting ideas for up to the three expected main
points or a missing introduction, conclusion, or main point. On the other hand, identification of
main points beyond the minimum three would not contribute to the score. This score is only one
possible use of the identified discourse elements, but was adopted for this study.
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The second feature derived from Criterion’s organization and devel- opment module measures
the amount of development in the discourse elements of the essay and is based on their average
length (referred to as development).
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Lexical Complexity (2 features)

Two features in e-rater V.2 are related specifically to word-based characteristics. The first is a
measure of vocabulary level (referred to as vocabulary) based on Breland, Jones, and Jenkins’
(1994) Standardized Frequency Index across the words of the essay. The second feature is based
on the average word length in characters across the words in the essay (referred to as word
length).
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Prompt-Specific Vocabulary Usage (2 features)

E-rater evaluates the lexical content of an essay by comparing the words it contains to the words
found in a sample of essays from each score category (usually six categories). It is expected that



good essays will resemble each other in their word choice, as will poor essays. To do this, content
vector analysis (Salton, Wong, & Yang, 1975) is used, where the vocabulary of each score
category is converted to a vector whose elements are based on the frequency of each word in
the sample of essays.
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Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting



your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.
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under conditions A or B, the statement is true because ...; when conditions C or D are met, the
statement does not hold true because ...

1M A A Bk £F % conditions A/B/C/D BTt EITAT .
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In any field of endeavor, it is impossible to make a significant contribution without first being
strongly influenced by past achievements within that field.

| agree that for scientists and researchers, it is essential to review the past studies on specific
problems before making any breakthroughs as the accomplishments of the earlier scholars
provide the theoretical and methodological foundations for further studies. On the other hand,
in the fields of politics and education, government officials and school teachers have to rely on
their own experiences and wisdom to deal with new problems and challenges on a daily basis.
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Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim.
In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons
and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.
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| agree with tis claim because A and B. While some people may disagree because C, | think the
claim is still true because C'.

The best way to teach—whether as an educator, employer, or parent—is to praise positive
actions and ignore negative ones.

There is no doubt that praising positive actions or behaviours is the best way to teach students,
children and employees as the positive reinforcement will lead to repetition of more desirable
behaviours. While some people may emphasise the importance of correcting mistakes, |
believe that incorrect actions will be gradually replaced by correct actions which receive positive
feedback.
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Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.
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The recommendation is advantageous when condition A is met because ...

The recommendation is not desirable when conditions B or C are met because ...

Governments should place few, if any, restrictions on scientific research and development.

| believe that governments should never restrict research activities of any scientists in any fields



in order to respect the academic freedom and encourage creative activities of mankind.
Nevertheless, the scientific communities should establish a set of ethical codes to restrict
research activities that would clearly harm the well-beings of mankind.
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Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.
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Claim: When planning courses, educators should take into account the interests and suggestions
of their students.

Reason: Students are more motivated to learn when they are interested in what they are
studying.
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| agree that at college and postgraduate levels, professors should communicate with students as
much as possible when planning the courses in order to incorporate interesting materials and
topics that would motivate students to learn and conduct independent researches. However, at
primary and secondary schools, teachers have to plan their courses according to national
curriculum to ensure the quality of basic education and suggestions from students at these levels
are less likely to be useful.

Claim: We can usually learn much more from people whose views we share than from those
whose views contradict our own.

Reason: Disagreement can cause stress and inhibit learning.

> AT LA AN F B RIS reason J& 15 AL, ARG W E W BT 75 AT .

When interacting with other people, we can learn more from those holding different views as
long as our relationships enable us to discuss and exchange viewpoints in a rational and equal
manner, e.g. as colleagues and classmates. In such relationships, disagreement do not cause
stress but promote learning. On the other hand, both the claim and the reason hold true when
we could not stay calm and reasonable, e.g. fighting with spouses or political rivals.
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Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.
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| tend agree with A because under circumstances B and C, A is true. On the other hand, A may
not hold true under circumstance D which is rather unlikely.

Some people believe that society should try to save every plant and animal species, despite the
expense to humans in effort, time, and financial well-being. Others believe that society need not
make extraordinary efforts, especially at a great cost in money and jobs, to save endangered
species.



| believe that we should not use our scarce resources to save all species near extinction because
in most cases the benefits of such endeavours do not outweigh the costs. In relatively rare cases
in which such efforts may lead to significant economic and social returns, the investment in
conservation may be worth the while.
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Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible
consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.
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Educational institutions should actively encourage their students to choose fields of study in
which jobs are plentiful.

For vocational schools, there is no need to encourage students to choose majors based on career
prospects as the schools should only offer programs that prepare students for industries which
can provide enough jobs. For universities, however, the main purpose is to promote learning
and research activities which may or may not related to students’ future careers. The proposed
policy would undermine the abilities of certain departments to attract talented students but

force other departments to reorient their curriculums to more practical training.
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Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which youagree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position,be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
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What | Have Lived For

Three passions, simple but overwhelmingly strong, have governed my life: the longing for love,
the search for knowledge, and unbearable pity for the suffering of mankind. These passions, like
great winds, have blown me hither and thither, in a wayward course, over a great ocean of
anguish, reaching to the very verge of despair.

| have sought love, first, because it brings ecstasy - ecstasy so great that | would often have



sacrificed all the rest of life for a few hours of this joy. | have sought it, next, because it relieves
loneliness--that terrible loneliness in which one shivering consciousness looks over the rim of the
world into the cold unfathomable lifeless abyss. | have sought it finally, because in the union of
love | have seen, in a mystic miniature, the prefiguring vision of the heaven that saints and poets
have imagined. This is what | sought, and though it might seem too good for human life, this is
what--at last--I have found.

With equal passion | have sought knowledge. | have wished to understand the hearts of men. |
have wished to know why the stars shine. And | have tried to apprehend the Pythagorean power
by which number holds sway above the flux. A little of this, but not much, | have achieved.

Love and knowledge, so far as they were possible, led upward toward the heavens. But always
pity brought me back to earth. Echoes of cries of pain reverberate in my heart. Children in famine,
victims tortured by oppressors, helpless old people a burden to their sons, and the whole world
of loneliness, poverty, and pain make a mockery of what human life should be. | long to alleviate
this evil, but | cannot, and | too suffer.

This has been my life. | have found it worth living, and would gladly live it again if the chance
were offered me.
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The well-being of a society is enhanced when many of its people question authority.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting
your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

ENEFH - ADMERINARERNEE )
Whether the statement holds true or not depends on which groups of people in the society are
challenging the authority and in what ways. For groups of people such as secondary school
students and workers in manufacturing sectors, challenging the school teachers and the factory
supervisors will disrupt the normal operations of schools and factories that would harm the
well-beings of the society. On the other hand, scientists should be encouraged to question the
authority through which new theories can be developed and new technologies can be advanced
to improve the productivity of the society.
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In institutions such as secondary schools, if students challenge the authority of their
teachers, the schools will not operate normally and neither students nor teachers will benefit
from the acts of questioning authority.



In places such as manufacturing factories, it is unnecessary and harmful for workers to
guestion the authority and disobey the instructions of their supervisors.

While authorities should be respected in the above-mentioned contexts, scientific
researchers should question the authority all the time in order to develop new theories and

technologies for the progress of modern society.
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37) Society should identify those children who have special talents and provide training for them
at an early age to develop their talents.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.
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Claim: Many problems of modern society cannot be solved by laws and the legal system. Reason:
Laws cannot change what is in people's hearts or minds.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.
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Look up. Look around. There’s architecture everywhere, from the homes in which we live to the
buildings where we work, the historical sites we visit on vacation and the shopping malls we
frequent on a daily basis. But what exactly is architecture and what differentiates it from mere
“buildings”? How does it impact our lives? In this engaging, original work, architects Max
Jacobson and Shelley Brock explore these and many other questions as they present a compelling
case for the importance of architecture in our day-to-day lives. “Durability,” “utility,” and “beauty”
are the three pillars on which Invitation to Architecture is built. These three concepts (originally
coined by Vitruvius during the Roman empire as Firmitas, Utilitas, and Venustas) remain at the
heart of what architecture strives for and are as relevant today as they were over 2,000 years
ago.
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3) Educational institutions have a responsibility to dissuade students from pursuing fields of study
in which they are unlikely to succeed.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim.
In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons
and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.
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111) In any profession—business, politics, education, government—those in power should step
down after five years.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim.
In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons
and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.
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Leadership is vital for the success of any enterprises, whether it is in the field of business,
education or public administration. It is argued that, in order to prevent power abuse and
revitalize the organizations, those in the leadership positions should quit their jobs after a certain
number of years. | think this proposal will not benefit businesses and educational institutions as
leaders in these fields need many years to build their reputation and earn trust from the
stakeholders. Nevertheless, it is important for government officials to serve for a limited
number of years only.
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Consider the leadership in business world first. With the separation of ownership and
management in modern corporations, it is important for the stockholders to trust the managers
of the businesses. But to earn the trust of the stockholders often takes a relatively long period
of time. The managers will need to demonstrate their competence as leaders through years of
services and accumulate more experience while working with the staff to develop the best
strategic plans for the long-term development of a company. Once the manager reaches the



top management, s/he will become a valuable asset that the company cannot afford to lose. If
s/he has to leave the position in five years, the company will have to start over the process of
cultivating a leader all over again. Therefore, to save money for the investors of the company,

this rule should not apply.
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111) In any profession—business, politics, education, government—those in power should step
down after five years.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim.
In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons
and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

Leadership is vital for the success of any enterprises, whether it is in the field of business,
education or public administration.
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It is argued that, in order to prevent power abuse and revitalize the organizations, those in the
leadership positions should quit their jobs after a certain number of years.
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I think this proposal will not benefit businesses and educational institutions as leaders in these

fields need many years to build their reputation and earn trust from the stakeholders.
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Nevertheless, it is important for government officials to serve for a limited number of years.
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Consider the leadership in business world first.
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With the separation between ownership and management in modern corporations, it is
important for the stockholders to trust the managers of the businesses.
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But to earn the trust of the stockholders often takes a relatively long period of time.
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The managers will need to demonstrate their competence as leaders through years of services
and accumulate more experience while working with the staff to develop the best strategic
plans for the long-term development of a company.
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Once the manager reaches the top management, s/he will become a valuable asset that the
company cannot afford to lose.
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If s/he has to leave the position in five years, the company will have to start over the process of
cultivating a leader all over again. Therefore, to save money for the investors of the company,
this rule should not apply.
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Flowerdew, J., & Forest, R. (2014). Signalling nouns in English: A corpus-based discourse approach.
New York: Cambridge University Press.
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With the increasing corporatization of higher education, the same logic also applied to the
leadership of universities.
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As a president of a university, one has to spend years to develop intimate knowledge about the
industry of higher education and build his/her network with the key people in the circle.
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S/he will need to promote the university aggressively at a global scale and raise money for
different projects and programs that can help the university to stay competitive.
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This is a very challenging job and if a university is lucky enough to find someone who can do
the job well, it makes little sense to let him/her go in 5 years. This is why the leaders of
universities often hold their positions for years.
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Nevertheless, the proposed rule may apply to government officials who do need to leave their
jobs after certain years.
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One may argue that, just like corporate CEOs and university presidents, it also take years for a
government official to learn to do his/her job well and build his/her reputation.
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This is true to some extent. But it is important to bear in mind that “government, even in its

I"

best form, is a necessary evil” as it takes away certain amount of freedom from the citizens in

order to preserve peace and order.
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As a result, the power of the government officials have to be limited through the institutional
arrangement that any officials, no matter how competent or reputable they are, have to step
down after a certain number of years.
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Consequently, therefore, it follows that ...
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The risk of having a dictator justifies the cost of reducing the tenure of a capable leader.
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In conclusion, | believe that the proposed rule should not be applied to the fields of business
and higher education. But for the government leaders, they should definitely leave their



positions after a certain number of years.
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Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim.
In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons
and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

fE 149 TP 24 18, BERAFLZ AL AN

FLSXmh R A 25 AT Re kAl R R W BB AL REIN R 1 CRIRIIE . ZA BIX AR,
— AR SR R — BOE Z RE T LA B

1. Fg X B 237010 AT RS 3 i o e

2. [EIRGXANFEE, RS —ANMAERTIR GRS — N0 RD SKRICRERM /18

3. & B R BRI KR TT IR IR

25451

College students should be encouraged to pursuit subjects that interest them rather than the
courses that seem most likely to lead to jobs.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim.
In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons
and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.
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Do advances in scientific researches help us better understand the world we live in? Or are we
increasingly perplexed by the new scientific knowledge constructed by the research community?
The answers to these questions would depend on which groups of people we are talking about
here. For the general public, science has provided solutions and resolved puzzles about the world
we live in and enabled us to understand events in the world with confidence. For the scientific
researchers, however, science is far less certain and settled, creating more complex puzzles than
anyone can possibly solve completely.

) 5 — B

1 There is no doubt that science has offered plausible explanations to many phenomena and

events which used to confuse and intimidated people in the past.



2 Take germ theory for example.

3 Before the advent of germ theory, human beings did not understand why they got sick and
often came up with bizarre theories and treatments which did more harm than good.

4 Germ theory has greatly advanced our understanding of how and why people caught different
diseases and more effective therapies had been developed as a result.

5 Likewise, the discovery of relativity theories have enabled human beings to better understand
how mass can be converted to nuclear energy.

6  Such insights not only helped us to learn more about how energy was generated in the sun.
7 They also created new opportunities for us to harness nuclear energy.

FhR YN EH, BN E AR —H 5 For the general public, science has provided
solutions and resolved puzzles about the world we live in and enabled us to understand events in
the world with confidence.
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1 In addition to natural science, social sciences also brought the public many new knowledge
about how the society worked.

2 Microeconomic theories, for example, have been developed to explain and predict human
behaviours in a wide range of contexts.

3 Through the quantitative analysis of a large amount of data about drivers’ behaviours before
and after the introduction seatbelt laws, economists have learned that while seatbelt laws may
provided extra protection for drivers and passengers, more pedestrians had been killed as drivers
tended to drive less cautiously with the protection of seat belts.

4 Such insights from social science carry important implications for the relevant social and legal

policies and contributed to our understanding of the society.

1 While theoretical insights from both natural and social sciences have greatly advanced the
public understanding of the natural world and the human society, the frontier researchers in
sciences are far less certain about the world as they know it.

2 When it comes to the cutting-edge research areas, the well-established theories may not be
very useful in explaining the empirical observations.

3 For example, theoretical physicists have long struggled to unify the theory of general relativity
that offers elegant explanation for the world at the macro level with the theory of quantum
mechanics that is more applicable to the micro world.

4 Economists also find it difficult to explain why free markets could fail soundly to rescue the
developed world from periodic financial crisis and why less liberal economies such as China seem
to be more robust than its more democratic counterparts like India.

4 To explain the empirical observations that may challenge the existing theories, scientists have
to search for new theories constantly and be prepared to be challenged with even more empirical



data.

issue 5 funding for big city culture 7~ 8 % 5 8] Bod EH 75

The first sentence of each middle paragraph should fulfil two functions, to briefly remind the
reader of the main idea from the previous paragraph and to summarise the main point for this
paragraph. Writing the sentences this way can ensure the smooth transition across the
paragraphs and help the readers to follow the argument effortlessly. Again we can look at the

essay by Russell as an example.

| have sought love, first, because it brings ecstasy - ecstasy so great that | would often have
sacrificed all the rest of life for a few hours of this joy. 55— M8 5 FEBAJFEN. | have
sought it, next, because it relieves loneliness--that terrible loneliness in which one shivering
consciousness looks over the rim of the world into the cold unfathomable lifeless abyss. | have
sought it finally, because in the union of love | have seen, in a mystic miniature, the prefiguring
vision of the heaven that saints and poets have imagined. This is what | sought, and though it
might seem too good for human life, this is what--at last--1 have found.

With equal passion | have sought knowledge. 25—/ i 5 E B AN . E 51X B 1 equal
5 E—/NH#ARPER; | have wished to understand the hearts of men. | have wished to know why
the stars shine. And | have tried to apprehend the Pythagorean power by which number holds
sway above the flux. A little of this, but not much, | have achieved.

X B equal passion SEFr it &A1 B love AHIFR T8 RSP 45

Love and knowledge, so far as they were possible, led upward toward the heavens. J¥&iX B 1)
& PR N SR BCSEINATRE But always pity brought me back to earth. 5=/ A5 T E
H]JIE N Echoes of cries of pain reverberate in my heart. Children in famine, victims tortured by
oppressors, helpless old people a burden to their sons, and the whole world of loneliness,
poverty, and pain make a mockery of what human life should be. | long to alleviate this evil, but |

cannot, and | too suffer.
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Issue 5:

Claim: Governments must ensure that their major cities receive the financial support they need
in order to thrive.

Reason: It is primarily in cities that a nation's cultural traditions are preserved and generated.
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

Due to the development of modern technology, many people are concerned about how to
preserve their nations’ cultural traditions and promote their national identities for the new
generations who have been exposed to globalised culture with little local flavour. Since
government resources are limited, it is argued that major cities should be the top priority for
financial support because the cultural traditions are generated and preserved here. While |
agree that major cities are important for preserving and generating cultural tradition, other areas
are equally important in many countries. Since cultural programs in major cities can receive
support from different financial sources such as advertising, donation of city residents and big
corporations, government money should be invested to programs in small towns and rural
regions where resources from private sectors are not available.

There is no doubt that major cities are important sites for preserving, generating and celebrating
cultural traditions. Take the well-known Statue of Liberty in New York City as an example. This
giant copper statue was a gift of France to the US and has become a popular icon for freedom
and democracy inspiring people all over the world. In late 19th century and early 20th century,
Statue of Liberty had welcomed nearly 14 million immigrants who entered the United States
through New York. For these immigrants and their descendants, the Statue of Liberty was a
symbol of hope and freedom. For the rest of the United States, the Statue of Liberty celebrates
diversity and tolerance, the core values that define the cultural tradition of a young republic.

Despite the importance of major cities for cultural traditions, government funding should not be
heavily invested here because there are other funding sources available. The national park
service that manages the Statue of Liberty in New York, for example, receive financial support in
the form of admission ticket fares from thousands of tourists who come to visit everyday from all
over the world. Major corporations and private citizens also donated large amount of money to
the private foundation built for the Statue of Liberty. In addition, the cultural heritage site also
attracts thousands of volunteers every year to donate their time to the daily operation of
national park services for the Statue of Liberty. Therefore, as this example adequately illustrates,
cultural traditions in major cities are not the top priorities for government funding given all the
alternative sources for funding and support.

On the other hand, other preservation programs for cultural traditions in small towns or rural
areas should be supported by taxpayers’ money. For example, the use of abacus in
mathematical calculation, which has been listed as world intangible cultural heritage by UNESCO,
is almost unheard of nowadays in major Chinese cities. With the advent of computers,
calculation tasks are performed by sophisticated financial management software in the stores



and offices in modern cities. Even schoolchildren are granted access to pocket calculators to do
their math homework. To preserve the art of using abacus, one has to visit the small towns and
villages in China where people without access to computers still use abacus for calculation.
Since abacus has little value for advertising, it is unlikely that any program for promoting abacus
would attract sponsorship from large corporations. Therefore, the government should step in
and provide necessary support to build programs that preserve the use of abacus as a traditional
way of mathematical calculation.

In conclusion, as the two examples aptly demonstrate, government funding should be used to
support culture preservation programs in small towns and rural areas and the cultural traditions
in major cities will thrive with the funding and support from non-governmental sectors.
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Despite the importance of major cities for cultural traditions, government funding should not be
heavily invested here because there are other funding sources available.

On the other hand, other preservation programs for cultural traditions in small towns or rural
areas should be supported by taxpayers’ money.
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8) Claim: In any field—business, politics, education, government—those in power should step
down after five years.

Reason: The surest path to success for any enterprise is revitalization through new leadership.
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

111) In any profession—business, politics, education, government—those in power should step
down after five years.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim.
In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons
and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

149) In any field—business, politics, education, government—those in power should be required
to step down after five years.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible



consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.
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131) Claim: Researchers should not limit their investigations to only those areas in which they
expect to discover something that has an immediate, practical application.

Reason: It is impossible to predict the outcome of a line of research with any certainty.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.
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135) Educational institutions should actively encourage their students to choose fields of study
that will prepare them for lucrative careers.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible
consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.
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37) Society should identify those children who have special talents and provide training for them
at an early age to develop their talents.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.
KIEEAT LKA R % T =38, e R EERREHA R MiESAHKRD.
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21) Laws should be flexible enough to take account of various circumstances, times, and places.



Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting
your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

$E44: Constitutional law does not need to be very flexible to take account of different kinds of
factors because the constitution will vest ultimate authority in one central administration and
legislature, and judiciary. 25 HoAth il v R S v A IR U AR g e, [R5, R RIVE
ANIVER o BT 2EVE TR EAA R U, AN B R IS A ) 5 R B I R, L
FVEHATRNE, AHEEEME IR BRGNS 25 RE%E.

State law, which is the law of each separate U.S. state, should be flexible to take account of
characteristics in different places. M yE A 2 AN PR SL il 8 VAR, AT DA RS 31 2 3 1y HAR S
s P35 AR ANEEAEOL, FEANE TS SRV BT 0 T, PRI 5 25 18 2 ) B AR 10 o 28481
FLSAR 2 A0 A i) R Y )V R AR B e T B 5 )
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Master_Plan_for_Higher_Education
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Case law should be flexible enough to take account of various circumstances, times, and places.
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. WfATsEE 6 - FrvE B3R B K well focused and well organized

WA SEE 6 73 brifE L HE R well focused and well organized, A —Fh 5 =it /& H FRI2E M
1+3 FEAY, JEWLIXH http://bbs.gter.net/thread-1777364-1-1.html

AL VURSCERAG T KA A2 4 HOC What | live for HUAT L — 3

Three passions, simple but overwhelmingly strong, have governed my life: the longing for love,
the search for knowledge, and unbearable pity for the suffering of mankind. iX B [t %1 44 ¥ 5t
B4 A algE A R R = B0 & — A8 32 B A) These passions, like great winds,
have blown me hither and thither, in a wayward course, over a great ocean of anguish, reaching
to the very verge of despair.

| have sought love, first, because it brings ecstasy - ecstasy so great that | would often have
sacrificed all the rest of life for a few hours of this joy.2 — 85 BAJMEMN | have
sought it, next, because it relieves loneliness--that terrible loneliness in which one shivering
consciousness looks over the rim of the world into the cold unfathomable lifeless abyss. | have
sought it finally, because in the union of love | have seen, in a mystic miniature, the prefiguring
vision of the heaven that saints and poets have imagined. This is what | sought, and though it
might seem too good for human life, this is what--at last--1 have found.

With equal passion | have sought knowledge. & 1855 B AR . JE&ZIX B equal
5 E—/NH#ARPER | have wished to understand the hearts of men. | have wished to know why
the stars shine. And | have tried to apprehend the Pythagorean power by which number holds
sway above the flux. A little of this, but not much, | have achieved.



Love and knowledge, so far as they were possible, led upward toward the heavens. i & ixX B )
A AN SR BL 478 But always pity brought me back to earth. =48 51 H
HJIER. Echoes of cries of pain reverberate in my heart. Children in famine, victims tortured by
oppressors, helpless old people a burden to their sons, and the whole world of loneliness,
poverty, and pain make a mockery of what human life should be. | long to alleviate this evil, but |
cannot, and | too suffer.

This has been my life. | have found it worth living, and would gladly live it again if the chance
were offered me.
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| have sought love, first, because it brings ecstasy - ecstasy so great that | would often have
sacrificed all the rest of life for a few hours of this joy. | have sought it, next, because it relieves
loneliness--that terrible loneliness in which one shivering consciousness looks over the rim of the
world into the cold unfathomable lifeless abyss. | have sought it finally, because in the union of
love | have seen, in a mystic miniature, the prefiguring vision of the heaven that saints and poets
have imagined. This is what | sought, and though it might seem too good for human life, this is
what--at last--I have found.

AMUNAER T first, next Al finally X841, [FIRA)F 2 [0 % Fh reference, LLUnZE—
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http://bbs.gter.net/forum.php?mo ... age=3#pid1778917460

1 In addition to natural science, social sciences also brought the public many new knowledge
about how the society worked.

2 Microeconomic theories, for example, have been developed to explain and predict human
behaviours in a wide range of contexts.

3 Through the quantitative analysis of a large amount of data about drivers’ behaviours before
and after the introduction of seatbelt laws, economists have learned that while seatbelt laws may
provide extra protection for drivers and passengers, more pedestrians had been killed as drivers
tended to drive less cautiously with the protection of seat belts.

4 Such insights from social science carry important implications for the relevant social and legal
policies and contributed to our understanding of the society.
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3 economists ME . _F A microeconomic theories drivers’ behaviours/ drivers tended to drive
less cautiously #& F#] human behaviours [f] B4 4] T
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Issue 82

Colleges and universities should require their students to spend at least one semester studying in
a foreign country.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

| agree that this recommendation would be beneficial for students specialising in certain
disciplines such as foreign languages, international trade and comparative politics. Yet, students
in other fields such as national language and literature, history and archeology would find the
requirement unnecessary. Moreover, students with limited financial resources or abilities to
adapt to the new environment may not benefit from the recommendation.

| agree that this recommendation would be beneficial for students specialising in certain
disciplines such as foreign languages, international trade and comparative politics.
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Yet, students in other fields such as national language and literature, history and archeology
would find the requirement unnecessary. Moreover, students with limited financial resources or
abilities to adapt to the new environment may not benefit from the recommendation.
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129) College students should base their choice of a field of study on the availability of jobs in that
field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.
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Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the

statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting

your position, you should **consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold

true** and explain how these considerations shape your position.

S ways in which AL EERAT5 R R L 16

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the

recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and

supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation

would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

IX R g 4 T — Bk - specific circumstances
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B SH): Issue 123 Outline by %5  (https://quip.com/qLCbAmwIwWFRO)

123. The best way for a society to prepare its young people for leadership in government,

industry, or other fields is by instilling in them a sense of cooperation, not competition.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim.

In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons

and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.

In the age of globalization, there is no denying that collaboration plays an essential role in

fostering future leaders since it equips the young to address greater challenges. | believe that a

lesson of cooperation works better than the idea of tug-of-war in promoting youth leadership in

many fields, be it politics or business. However, cooperation is not necessarily superior compared

with friendly competition as they highlight different aspects of leadership.

JRAEEAE however HITJ& 1N 28 B 2 & H AR & 1Y
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| believe that teaching cooperation can better prepare young people for future challenges as
leaders who will have to supervise a team of people to work together to solve problems. While it
is equally important for leaders to have a strong sense of competition, | believe that there is no
need to tell them the importance of competition because it is already institutionalized in our

daily life.



Preparing for the Issue Task

The "Analyze an Issue" task assesses your ability to think critically about a topic of
general interest and to clearly express your thoughts about it in writing. Each Issue topic
makes a claim that can be discussed from various perspectives and applied to many
different situations or conditions. Your task is to present a compelling case for your own
position on the issue. Before beginning your written response, be sure to read the issue
and the instructions that follow the Issue statement. Think about the issue from several
points of view, considering the complexity of ideas associated with those views. Then,
make notes about the position you want to develop and list the main reasons and
examples you could use to support that position.

It is important that you address the central issue according to the specific instructions.
Each task is accompanied by one of the following sets of instructions:

= Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or
might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.
= Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the
recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples
shape your position.
= Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
claim. In developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling
reasons and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.
= Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own
position and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, you should address both of the views presented.
= Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
claim and the reason on which that claim is based.
= Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your
reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should consider the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how
these consequences shape your position.
The GRE® readers scoring your response are not looking for a "right" answer — in fact, as
far as they are concerned, there is no correct position to take. Instead, the readers are
evaluating the skill with which you address the specific instructions and articulate and
develop an argument to support your evaluation of the issue.



The Issue task is an exercise in critical thinking and persuasive writing. The purpose of
this task is to determine how well you can develop a compelling argument supporting your
own evaluation of an issue and effectively communicate that argument in writing to an
academic audience. Your audience consists of GRE® readers who are carefully trained to
apply the scoring criteria identified in the scoring guide for the "Analyze an Issue" task.

To get a clearer idea of how GRE readers apply the Issue scoring criteria to actual
responses, you should review scored sample Issue essay responses and reader commentary.

The sample responses, particularly at the 5 and 6 score levels, will show you a variety of
successful strategies for organizing, developing and communicating a persuasive
argument. The reader commentary discusses specific aspects of evaluation and writing,
such as the use of examples, development and support, organization, language fluency
and word choice. For each response, the commentary points out aspects that are
particularly persuasive as well as any that detract from the overall effectiveness of

the essay.

Since the Issue task is meant to assess the persuasive writing skills you have developed
throughout your education, it has been designed neither to require any particular course
of study nor to advantage students with a particular type of training.

Many college textbooks on composition offer advice on persuasive writing and
argumentation that you might find useful, but even this advice might be more technical
and specialized than you need for the Issue task. You will not be expected to know
specific critical thinking or writing terms or strategies; instead, you should be able to
respond to the specific instructions and use reasons, evidence and examples to support
your position on an issue.

Suppose, for instance, that an Issue topic asks you to consider a policy that would require
government financial support for art museums and the implications of implementing the
policy. If your position is that government should fund art museums, you might support
your position by discussing the reasons art is important and explain that government
funding would make access to museums available to everyone.

On the other hand, if your position is that government should not support museums, you
might point out that art museums are not as deserving of limited governmental funding as
are other, more socially important institutions, which would suffer if the policy were
implemented. Or, if you are in favor of government funding for art museums only under
certain conditions, you might focus on the artistic criteria, cultural concerns or political
conditions that you think should determine how, or whether, art museums receive
government funds. It is not your position that matters as much as the critical thinking skills
you display in developing your position.
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An excellent way to prepare for the Issue task is to practice writing on some of the
published topics. There is no "best" approach: some people prefer to start practicing
without regard to the 30-minute time limit; others prefer to take a “timed test" first and
practice within the time limit. Regardless of which approach you take, you should first
review the task directions and then follow these steps:

= Carefully read the claim and the specific instructions and make sure you understand them;
if they seem unclear, discuss them with a friend or teacher.
= Think about the claim and instructions in relation to your own ideas and experiences, to
events you have read about or observed and to people you have known; this is the
knowledge base from which you will develop compelling reasons and examples in your
argument that reinforce, negate or qualify the claim in some way.
= Decide what position on the issue you want to take and defend.
= Decide what compelling evidence (reasons and examples) you can use to support
your position.
Remember that this is a task in critical thinking and persuasive writing. The most
successful responses will explore the complexity of the claim and follow the specific task
instructions. As you prepare for the Issue task, you might find it helpful to ask yourself the
following questions:

= What, precisely, is the central issue?

= What precisely are the instructions asking me to do?

= Do | agree with all or any part of the claim? Why or why not?

= Does the claim make certain assumptions? If so, are they reasonable?

= Isthe claim valid only under certain conditions? If so, what are they?

= Do | need to explain how I interpret certain terms or concepts used in the claim?

= |f | take a certain position on the issue, what reasons support my position?

= What examples — either real or hypothetical — could | use to illustrate those reasons and

advance my point of view? Which examples are most compelling?

Once you have decided on a position to defend, consider the perspectives of others who
might not agree with your position. Ask yourself:

= What reasons might someone use to refute or undermine my position?

= How should I acknowledge or defend against those views in my essay?
To plan your response, you might want to summarize your position and make notes about
how you will support it. When you've done this, look over your notes and decide how you
will organize your response. Then write a response developing your position on the issue.
Even if you don't write a full response, you should find it helpful to practice with a few of
the Issue topics and to sketch out your possible responses.



After you have practiced with some of the topics, try writing responses to some of them
within the 30-minute time limit so that you have a good idea of how to use your time in the
actual test.

It would probably be helpful to get some feedback on your response from an instructor
who teaches critical thinking or writing or to trade essays on the same topic with other
students and discuss one another's responses in relation to the scoring guide. Try to
determine how each essay meets or misses the criteria for each score point in the guide.
Comparing your own response to the scoring guide will help you see how and where

to improve.

Tips

You are free to organize and develop your response in any way you think will enable you
to effectively communicate your ideas about the issue. Your response may incorporate
particular writing strategies learned in English composition or writing-intensive college
courses. GRE® readers will not be looking for a particular developmental strategy or mode
of writing; in fact, when GRE readers are trained, they review hundreds of Issue
responses that, although highly diverse in content and form, display similar levels of
critical thinking and persuasive writing.

Readers will see some Issue responses at the 6 score level that begin by briefly
summarizing the writer's position on the issue and then explicitly announcing the main
points to be argued. They will see others that lead into the writer's position by making a
prediction, asking a series of questions, describing a scenario or defining critical terms in
the quotation. The readers know that a writer can earn a high score by giving multiple
examples or by presenting a single, extended example. Look at the sample Issue responses,

particularly at the 5 and 6 score levels, to see how other writers have successfully
developed and organized their arguments.

You should use as many or as few paragraphs as you consider appropriate for your
argument; e.g., you will probably need to create a new paragraph whenever your
discussion shifts to a new cluster of ideas. What matters is not the number of examples,
the number of paragraphs or the form your argument takes, but the cogency of your ideas
about the issue and the clarity and skill with which you communicate those ideas to
academic readers.


https://www.ets.org/gre/revised_general/prepare/analytical_writing/issue/sample_responses

Following is a sample Issue task that you might see on the test:

As people rely more and more on technology to solve problems, the ability of humans to think for
themselves will surely deteriorate.

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning
for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in
which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your

position.
Strategies for This Topic

In this task, you are asked to discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement.
Thus, responses may range from strong agreement or strong disagreement to qualified agreement
or qualified disagreement. You are also instructed to explain your reasoning and consider ways in
which the statement might or might not hold true. A successful response need not comment on all
or any one of the points listed below and may well discuss other reasons or examples not
mentioned here in support of the position taken.

Although this topic is accessible to respondents of all levels of ability, for any response to receive
a top score, it is particularly important that you remain focused on the task and provide clearly
relevant examples and/or reasons to support the point of view you are expressing. Lower level
responses may be long and full of examples of modern technology, but those examples may not be
clearly related to a particular position. For example, a respondent who strongly disagrees with the
statement may choose to use computer technology as proof that thinking ability is not
deteriorating. However, the mere existence of computer technology does not adequately prove this
point; e.g., perhaps the ease of computer use inhibits our thinking ability. To receive a higher level
score, the respondent should explain in what ways computer technology may call for or require
thinking ability.

This topic could elicit a wide variety of approaches, especially considering the different possible
interpretations of the phrase "the ability of humans to think for themselves." Although most
respondents may take it to mean problem solving, others could interpret it as emotional and social
intelligence; i.e., the ability to communicate/connect with others. With any approach, it is possible
to discuss examples such as calculators, word processing tools such as spell/grammar check, tax
preparation software, Internet research and a variety of other common household and business
technologies.

You may agree with the topic and argue that:

= reliance on technology leads to dependency; we come to rely on problem-solving
technologies to such a degree that when they fail we are in worse shape than if we didn't
have them

= everyday technologies such as calculators and cash registers have decreased our ability to
perform simple calculations, a "use it or lose it" approach to thinking ability



Or you may take issue with the topic and argue that technology facilitates and improves our
thinking skills, arguing that:

= developing, implementing and using technology requires problem solving
= technology frees us from mundane problem solving (e.g., calculations) and allows us to
engage in more complex thinking
= technology provides access to information otherwise unavailable
= technology connects people at a distance and allows them to share ideas
= technology is dependent on the human ability to think and make choices (every
implementation of and advance in technology is driven by human intelligence and
decision making)
On the other hand, you could decide to explore the middle ground in the debate and point out that
while technology may diminish some mental skill sets, it enables other (perhaps more important)
types of thinking to thrive. Such a response might distinguish between complex problem solving
and simple "data maintenance" (i.e., performing calculations and organizing information).

Other approaches could involve taking a historical, philosophical or sociological stance or, with
equal effectiveness, using personal experience to illustrate a position. One could argue that the
value or detriment of relying on technology is determined by the individual (or society) using it or
that only those who develop technology (i.e., technical specialists) are maintaining their
problem-solving skills, while the rest of us are losing them.

Again, it is important for you to avoid overly general examples or lists of examples without
expansion. It is also essential to do more than paraphrase the prompt. Please keep in mind that
what counts is the ability to clearly express a particular point of view in relation to the issue and
specific task instructions and to support that position with relevant reasons and/or examples.

For more information, see the "Analyze an Issue" Sample Essay Responses and Reader
Commentary.
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The sample essays that follow were written in response to the prompt that appears below.
The rater commentary that follows each sample essay explains how the response meets
the criteria for that score. For a more complete understanding of the criteria for each score
point, see the "Analyze an Issue"” Scoring Guide.

As people rely more and more on technology to solve problems, the ability of humans to think for
themselves will surely deteriorate.

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning
for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in
which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your
position.

Note: All responses are reproduced exactly as written, including errors, misspellings, etc.,
if any.

Essay Response — Score 6

The statement linking technology negatively with free thinking plays on recent human
experience over the past century. Surely there has been no time in history where the lived
lives of people have changed more dramatically. A quick reflection on a typical day
reveals how technology has revolutionized the world. Most people commute to work in an
automobile that runs on an internal combustion engine. During the workday, chances are
high that the employee will interact with a computer that processes information on silicon
bridges that are .09 microns wide. Upon leaving home, family members will be reached
through wireless networks that utilize satellites orbiting the earth. Each of these common
occurrences could have been inconceivable at the turn of the 19th century.

The statement attempts to bridge these dramatic changes to a reduction in the ability for
humans to think for themselves. The assumption is that an increased reliance on
technology negates the need for people to think creatively to solve previous quandaries.
Looking back at the introduction, one could argue that without a car, computer, or mobile
phone, the hypothetical worker would need to find alternate methods of transport,
information processing and communication. Technology short circuits this thinking by
making the problems obsolete.

However, this reliance on technology does not necessarily preclude the creativity that
marks the human species. The prior examples reveal that technology allows for
convenience. The car, computer and phone all release additional time for people to live
more efficiently. This efficiency does not preclude the need for humans to think for
themselves. In fact, technology frees humanity to not only tackle new problems, but may
itself create new issues that did not exist without technology. For example, the
proliferation of automobiles has introduced a need for fuel conservation on a global scale.
With increasing energy demands from emerging markets, global warming becomes a
concern inconceivable to the horse-and-buggy generation. Likewise dependence on oll
has created nation-states that are not dependent on taxation, allowing ruling parties to
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oppress minority groups such as women. Solutions to these complex problems require the
unfettered imaginations of maverick scientists and politicians.

In contrast to the statement, we can even see how technology frees the human
imagination. Consider how the digital revolution and the advent of the internet has allowed
for an unprecedented exchange of ideas. WebMD, a popular internet portal for medical
information, permits patients to self research symptoms for a more informed doctor visit.
This exercise opens pathways of thinking that were previously closed off to the medical
layman. With increased interdisciplinary interactions, inspiration can arrive from the most
surprising corners. Jeffrey Sachs, one of the architects of the UN Millenium Development
Goals, based his ideas on emergency care triage techniques. The unlikely marriage of
economics and medicine has healed tense, hyperinflation environments from South
America to Eastern Europe.

This last example provides the most hope in how technology actually provides hope to the
future of humanity. By increasing our reliance on technology, impossible goals can now be
achieved. Consider how the late 20th century witnessed the complete elimination of
smallpox. This disease had ravaged the human race since prehistorical days, and yet with
the technology of vaccines, free thinking humans dared to imagine a world free of
smallpox. Using technology, battle plans were drawn out, and smallpox was
systematically targeted and eradicated.

Technology will always mark the human experience, from the discovery of fire to the
implementation of nanotechnology. Given the history of the human race, there will be no
limit to the number of problems, both new and old, for us to tackle. There is no need to
retreat to a Luddite attitude to new things, but rather embrace a hopeful posture to the
possibilities that technology provides for new avenues of human imagination.

Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 6

The author of this essay stakes out a clear and insightful position on the issue and follows
the specific instructions by presenting reasons to support that position. The essay
cogently argues that technology does not decrease our ability to think for ourselves, but
merely provides "additional time for people to live more efficiently." In fact, the problems
that have developed alongside the growth of technology (pollution, political unrest in
oil-producing nations) actually call for more creative thinking, not less.

In further examples, the essay shows how technology allows for the linking of ideas that
may never have been connected in the past (like medicine and economic models),
pushing people to think in new ways. Examples are persuasive and fully developed;
reasoning is logically sound and well supported.



Ideas in the essay are connected logically, with effective transitions used both between
paragraphs ("However" or "In contrast to the statement™) and within paragraphs. Sentence
structure is varied and complex and the essay clearly demonstrates facility with the
"conventions of standard written English (i.e., grammar, usage and mechanics)," with only
minor errors appearing. Thus, this essay meets all the requirements for receiving a top
score, a 6.

Essay Response — Score 5

Surely many of us have expressed the following sentiment, or some variation on it, during
our daily commutes to work: "People are getting so stupid these days!" Surrounded as we
are by striding and strident automatons with cell phones glued to their ears, PDA's gripped
in their palms, and omniscient, omnipresent CNN gleaming in their eyeballs, it's tempting

to believe that technology has isolated and infantilized us, essentally transforming us into
dependent, conformist morons best equipped to sideswip one another in our SUV's.

Furthermore, hanging around with the younger, pre-commute generation, whom
tech-savviness seems to have rendered lethal, is even less reassuring. With "Teen
People" style trends shooting through the air from tiger-striped PDA to zebra-striped PDA,
and with the latest starlet gossip zipping from juicy Blackberry to teeny, turbo-charged cell
phone, technology seems to support young people's worst tendencies to follow the crowd.
Indeed, they have seemingly evolved into intergalactic conformity police. After all, today's
tech-aided teens are, courtesy of authentic, hands-on video games, literally trained to kill;
courtesy of chat and instant text messaging, they have their own language; they even
have tiny cameras to efficiently photodocument your fashion blunders! Is this adolescence,
or paparazzi terrorist training camp?

With all this evidence, it's easy to believe that tech trends and the incorporation of
technological wizardry into our everyday lives have served mostly to enforce conformity,
promote dependence, heighten comsumerism and materialism, and generally create a
culture that values self-absorption and personal entitlement over cooperation and
collaboration. However, | argue that we are merely in the inchoate stages of learning to
live with technology while still loving one another. After all, even given the examples
provided earlier in this essay, it seems clear that technology hasn't impaired our thinking
and problem-solving capacities. Certainly it has incapacitated our behavior and manners;
certainly our values have taken a severe blow. However, we are inarguably more efficient
in our badness these days. We're effective worker bees of ineffectiveness!

If T\technology has so increased our senses of self-efficacy that we can become veritable
agents of the awful, virtual CEQO's of selfishness, certainly it can be beneficial. Harnessed
correctly, technology can improve our ability to think and act for ourselves. The first
challenge is to figure out how to provide technology users with some direly-needed
direction.



Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 5

The language of this essay clearly illustrates both its strengths and weaknesses. The
flowery and sometimes uncannily keen descriptions are often used to powerful effect, but
at other times, the writing is awkward and the comparisons somewhat strained. See, for
example, the ungainly sequence of independent clauses in the second-to-last sentence of
paragraph 2 ("After all, today's tech-aided teens ...").

There is consistent evidence of facility with syntax and complex vocabulary ("Surrounded
as we are by striding and strident automatons with cell phones glued to their ears, PDA's
gripped in their palms, and omniscient, omnipresent CNN gleaming in their eyeballs, it's
tempting to believe..."). However, such lucid prose is sometimes countered by an
over-reliance on abstractions and reasoning that is not entirely effective. For example,
what does the fact that video games "literally train [teens] to kill" have to do with the use or
deterioration of thinking abilities? On the whole, however, the response develops its ideas
about the ways that technology can promote isolation and conformity with well-chosen
examples, even if its ideas about the positive effects of technology are less successfully
realized.

Because this essay provides generally thoughtful analysis and takes a complex approach
to the issue (arguing, in effect, that technology neither enhances nor reduces our ability to
think for ourselves, but can do one or the other, depending on the user) and because the
author makes use of "appropriate vocabulary and sentence variety," a score of 5 is
appropriate.

Essay Response — Score 4

In all actuality, | think it is more probable that our bodies will surely deteriorate long before
our minds do in any significant amount. Who can't say that technology has made us lazier,
but that's the key word, lazy, not stupid. The ever increasing amount of technology that we
incorporate into our daily lives makes people think and learn every day, possibly more
than ever before. Our abilities to think, learn, philosophize, etc. may even reach limits
never dreamed of before by average people. Using technology to solve problems will
continue to help us realize our potential as a human race.

If you think about it, using technology to solve more complicating problems gives humans
a chance to expand their thinking and learning, opening up whole new worlds for many
people. Many of these people are glad for the chance to expand their horizons by learning
more, going to new places, and trying new things. If it wasn't for the invention of new
technological devices, | wouldn't be sitting at this computer trying to philosophize about
technology. It would be extremely hard for children in much poorer countries to learn and
think for themselves with out the invention of the internet. Think what an impact the



printing press, a technologically superior mackine at the time, had on the ability of the
human race to learn and think.

Right now we are seeing a golden age of technology, using it all the time during our every
day lives. When we get up there's instant coffee and the microwave and all these great
things that help us get ready for our day. But we aren't allowing our minds to deteriorate
by using them, we are only making things easier for ourselves and saving time for other
important things in our days. Going off to school or work in our cars instead of a horse and
buggy. Think of the brain power and genius that was used to come up with that single
invention that has changed the way we move across this globe.

Using technology to solve our continually more complicated problems as a human race is
definately a good thing. Our ability to think for ourselves isn't deteriorating, it's continuing
to grow, moving on to higher though functions and more ingenious ideas. The ability to
use what technology we have is an example

Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 4

This essay meets all the criteria of a level-4 essay. The writer develops a clear position
("Using technology to solve problems will continue to help us realize our potential as a
human race"). The position is then developed with relevant reasons ("using technology to
solve more complicat[ed] problems gives humans a chance to expand their thinking and
learning" and "we are seeing a golden age of technology").

Point 1, "using technology," is supported with the simple but relevant notion that
technology allows us access to information and abilities to which we would not normally
have access. Similarly, point 2, the "golden age," is supported by the basic description of
our technologically saturated social condition. Though the overall development and
organization of the essay does suffer from an occasional misdirection (see paragraph 3's
abrupt progression from coffee pots to the benefits of technology to cars), the essay as a
whole flows smoothly and logically from one idea to the next.

It is useful to compare this essay to the level-3 essay presented next. Though both essays
entail some surface-level discussion and often fail to probe deeply into the issue, this
writer does take the analysis a step further. In paragraph 2, the distinction between this
essay and the next one (the level-3 response) can most clearly be seen. To support the
notion that advances in technology actually help increase thinking ability, the writer draws
a clever parallel between the promise of modern, sophisticated technology (computer)
and the actual "impact" of equally "promising" and pervasive technologies of the past
(printing press).

Like the analysis, the language in this essay clearly meets the requirements for a score of
4. The writer displays sufficient control of language and the conventions of standard



written English. The preponderance of mistakes are of a cosmetic nature ("trying to solve
more complicating problems.") There is a sentence fragment ("Going off ...") along with a
comma splice ("Our ability ... isn't deteriorating, it's continuing to grow ...") in paragraph 3.
However, these errors are minor and do not interfere with the clarity of the ideas being
presented.

Essay Response — Score 3

There is no current proof that advancing technology will deteriorate the ability of humans
to think. On the contrary, advancements in technology had advanced our vast knowledge
in many fields, opening opportunities for further understanding and achievement. For
example, the problem of dibilitating illnesses and diseases such as alzheimer's disease is
slowing being solved by the technological advancements in stem cell research. The future
ability of growing new brain cells and the possibility to reverse the onset of alzheimer's is
now becoming a reality. This shows our initiative as humans to better our health
demonstrates greater ability of humans to think.

One aspect where the ability of humans may initially be seen as an example of
deteriorating minds is the use of internet and cell phones. In the past humans had to seek
out information in many different enviroments and aspects of life. Now humans can sitin a
chair and type anything into a computer and get an answer. Our reliance on this type of
technology can be detrimental if not regulated and regularily substituted for other
information sources such as human interactions and hands on learning. | think if humans
understand that we should not have such a reliance on computer technology, that we as a
species will advance further by utilizing the opportunity of computer technology as well as
the other sources of information outside of a computer. Supplementing our knowledge
with internet access is surely a way for technology to solve problems while continually
advancing the human race.

Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 3

This essay never moves beyond a superficial discussion of the issue. The writer attempts
to develop two points: that advancements in technology have progressed our knowledge
in many fields and that supplementing rather than relying on technology is "surely a way
for technology to solve problems while continually advancing the human race." Each point,
then, is developed with relevant but insufficient evidence. In discussing the potential of
technology to advance knowledge in many fields (a broad subject, rife with possible
examples), the writer uses only one limited and very brief example from a specific field
(medicine and stem-cell research).

Development of the second point is hindered by a lack of specificity and organization. The
writer creates what might be best described as an outline. The writer cites a need for
regulation/supplementation and warns of the detriment of over-reliance upon technology.



However, the explanation of both the problem and solution is vague and limited ("Our
reliance ... can be detrimental. If humans understand that we should not have such a
reliance ... we will advance further"). There is neither explanation of consequences nor
clarification of what is meant by "supplementing.” This second paragraph is a series of
generalizations that are loosely connected and lack a much-needed grounding.

In the essay, there are some minor language errors and a few more serious flaws (e.g.,
"The future ability of growing new brain cells" or "One aspect where the ability of humans
may initially be seen as an example of deteriorating minds"). Despite the accumulation of
such flaws, the writer's meaning is generally clear. Thus, this essay earns a score of 3.

Essay Response — Score 2

In recent centuries, humans have developed the technology very rapidly, and you may
accept some merit of it, and you may see a distortion in society occured by it. To be lazy
for human in some meaning is one of the fashion issues in thesedays. There are many
symptoms and resons of it. However, | can not agree with the statement that the
technology make humans to be reluctant to thinkng thoroughly.

Of course, you can see the phenomena of human laziness along with developed
technology in some place. However, they would happen in specific condition, not general.
What makes human to be laze of thinking is not merely technology, but the the tendency
of human that they treat them as a magic stick and a black box. Not understanding the
aims and theory of them couses the disapproval problems.

The most important thing to use the thechnology, regardless the new or old, is to
comprehend the fundamental idea of them, and to adapt suit tech to tasks in need. Even if
you recognize a method as a all-mighty and it is extremely over-spec to your needs, you
can not see the result you want. In this procedure, humans have to consider as long as
possible to acquire adequate functions. Therefore, humans can not escape from using
their brain.

In addition, the technology as it is do not vain automatically, the is created by humans.
Thus, the more developed tech and the more you want a convenient life, the more you
think and emmit your creativity to breakthrough some banal method sarcastically.

Consequently, if you are not passive to the new tech, but offensive to it, you would not
lose your ability to think deeply. Furthermore, you may improve the ability by adopting it.

Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 2

The language of this essay is what most clearly links it to the score of 2. Amidst sporadic
moments of clarity, this essay is marred by serious errors in grammar, usage and
mechanics that often interfere with meaning. It is unclear what the writer means when



he/she states, "To be lazy for human in some meaning is one of the fashion issues in
thesedays," or "to adapt suit tech to tasks in need."

Despite such severe flaws, the writer has made an obvious attempt to respond to the
prompt ("I can not agree with the statement that the technology make humans to be
reluctant to thinking thoroughly™) as well as an unclear attempt to support such an
assertion ("Not understanding the aims and theory of them [technology] couses the
disapproval problems" and "The most important thing to use the thechnology ... is to
comprehend the fundamental idea of them™). On the whole, the essay displays a seriously
flawed but not fundamentally deficient attempt to develop and support its claims.

(Note: In this specific case, the analysis is tied directly to the language. As the language

falters, so too does the analysis.)
Essay Response — Score 1

Humans have invented machines but they have forgot it and have started everything
technically so clearly their thinking process is deterioating.

Reader Commentary for Essay Response — Score 1

The essay is clearly on topic, as evidenced by the writer's usage of the more significant
terms from the prompt: "technically” (technologically), "humans," "thinking" (think) and
"deteriorating” (deteriorate). Such usage is the only clear evidence of understanding.
Meaning aside, the brevity of the essay (one sentence) clearly indicates the writer's
inability to develop a response that follows the specific instructions given ("Discuss the
extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement above and explain your
reasoning for the position you take").

The language, too, is clearly level 1, as the sentence fails to achieve coherence. The
coherent phrases in this one-sentence response are those tied to the prompt: "Humans
have invented machines" and “their thinking process is deteriorating." Otherwise, the point
being made is unintelligible.



Score 6 Outstanding

In addressing the specific task directions, a 6 response presents a cogent, well-articulated
analysis of the issue and conveys meaning skillfully.

A typical response in this category:

= articulates a clear and insightful position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task
= develops the position fully with compelling reasons and/or persuasive examples

= sustains a well-focused, well-organized analysis, connecting ideas logically

= conveys ideas fluently and precisely, using effective vocabulary and sentence variety

= demonstrates superior facility with the conventions of standard written English (i.e.,

grammar, usage and mechanics), but may have minor errors
Score 5 Strong

In addressing the specific task directions, a 5 response presents a generally thoughtful,
well-developed analysis of the issue and conveys meaning clearly.

A typical response in this category:

= presents a clear and well-considered position on the issue in accordance with the assigned
task

= develops the position with logically sound reasons and/or well-chosen examples

= isfocused and generally well organized, connecting ideas appropriately

= conveys ideas clearly and well, using appropriate vocabulary and sentence variety

= demonstrates facility with the conventions of standard written English, but may have

minor errors
Score 4 Adequate

In addressing the specific task directions, a 4 response presents a competent analysis of
the issue and conveys meaning with acceptable clarity.

A typical response in this category:

= presents a clear position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task

= develops the position with relevant reasons and/or examples

= isadequately focused and organized

= demonstrates sufficient control of language to express ideas with acceptable clarity

= generally demonstrates control of the conventions of standard written English, but may

have some errors
Score 3 Limited

A 3 response demonstrates some competence in addressing the specific task directions,
in analyzing the issue and in conveying meaning, but is obviously flawed.



A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following
characteristics:

= isvague or limited in addressing the specific task directions and in presenting or
developing a position on the issue or both

= isweak in the use of relevant reasons or examples or relies largely on unsupported claims

= s limited in focus and/or organization

= has problems in language and sentence structure that result in a lack of clarity

= contains occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar, usage or mechanics

that can interfere with meaning
Score 2 Seriously Flawed

A 2 response largely disregards the specific task directions and/or demonstrates serious
weaknesses in analytical writing.

A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following
characteristics:

= isunclear or seriously limited in addressing the specific task directions and in presenting
or developing a position on the issue or both

= provides few, if any, relevant reasons or examples in support of its claims

= is poorly focused and/or poorly organized

= has serious problems in language and sentence structure that frequently interfere with
meaning

= contains serious errors in grammar, usage or mechanics that frequently obscure meaning
Score 1 Fundamentally Deficient

A 1 response demonstrates fundamental deficiencies in analytical writing.

A typical response in this category exhibits ONE OR MORE of the following
characteristics:

= provides little or no evidence of understanding the issue

= provides little or no evidence of the ability to develop an organized response (e.g., is
disorganized and/or extremely brief)

= has severe problems in language and sentence structure that persistently interfere with
meaning

= contains pervasive errors in grammar, usage or mechanics that result in incoherence
Score 0

Off topic (i.e., provides no evidence of an attempt to address the assigned topic), is in a
foreign language, merely copies the topic, consists of only keystroke characters or is
illegible or nonverbal.

Score NS The essay response is blank
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Issue topics
This page contains the Issue topics for the Analytical Writing section of the GRE® revised
General Test. When you take the test, you will be presented with one Issue topic from this
pool.
Each Issue topic consists of an issue statement or statements followed by specific task
instructions that tell you how to respond to the issue. The wording of some topics in the
test might vary slightly from what is presented here. Also, because there may be multiple
versions of some topics with similar or identical wording but with different task instructions,
it is very important to read your test topic and its specific task directions carefully and
respond to the wording as it appears in the actual test.

1.As people rely more and more on technology to solve problems, the ability of humans to
think for themselves will surely deteriorate.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

TN :

There is no doubt that modern people have become increasingly dependent on advanced
technologies to solve many problems in different fields. Whether or not our abilities to
think independently would deteriorate over time depends on the specific roles we play in
the modern society. For people who develop the technologies to solve problems, their
abilities to think will be sharpened continuously as they have to refine the technologies to
meet new demands of the end users. For people who participate in the policy making
regarding the use of technologies, their thinking capabilities will also improve as they are
forced to ponder on the fundamental problems related to technology and society.
Nevertheless, the statement may hold true for those people who do not actively seek
opportunities for critical and creative thinking in this technology-driven society.

Consider the scientists and engineers who are responsible for developing the theoretical
and practical aspects of the new technologies. It is true that they also rely on technologies
to solve their problems in research and product developments. But they also rely on their
own thinking abilities to solve problems in their works. For example, software engineers
of mobile apps rely on the mobile programming platforms to develop the apps as the
platform can help the engineers to visualize the user interface of the apps. The
computers they use can also collect and analyze the user data for the software engineers
to better understand how the users behave in response to different app design decisions.
But ultimately, no computer softwares can replace the engineers in solving the key
problems such as how to attract more users and how to improve the quality of user



experiences. If the engineers are to improve the mobile apps, they still have to think by
themselves to decide how to improve the design by taking into account the data provided
by different tools. Likewise, the computer scientists are challenged to optimize the
algorithms used in different programs to reduce the time required to run the programs.
Sophisticated computer programs such as Matlab can help the scientists to simulate
different algorithms and get data on their computational performance. But the computer
scientists have to think by themselves to tweet the mathematical models and develop
more efficient algorithms.

The development of new technologies also challenges those people responsible for
formulating policies and rules regulating the use of technologies. The popularity of social
networking sites such as Facebook and Twitter presents a wide variety of social problems
such as cyberbullying, hacking and privacy violation that call for the introduction of new
rules and policies. Government officials, legislators and experts in relevant fields have to
work together to address these issues through developing more sophisticated policies and
laws. For example, Facebook has now gathered a staggeringly large amount of data
about its users in digital forms and used the data to to make profits in many different ways.
To address issues like these, the policy makers will of course rely on the state-of-the-art
technologies for communications such as email, video conferencing and even Facebook
to collect feedback from the users and data from different sources. They may also rely on
statistical software packages such as SPSS to analyze the data. But the technologies
can never make the decisions for them. They still have to think about these issues from
different perspectives and come up with their own decisions. As a result, for these policy
makers, this statement does not hold true, either.

The concern that reliance on technology to solving problems may lead to the deterioration
of thinking abilities is more valid for the people who do not have the opportunities to think
creatively and critically as a result of technological development. For example, as TVs
become prevalent, people rely on this technology for news, entertainment or even
baby-sitting. As TV offers a multimedia stream of news, there is no need to read
newspaper critically and make one’s own decisions. As TV episodes brings people
amusement 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, people do not have to think about what to do
to live a meaningful and fulfilling life. As TV can keep the children busy and occupied for
hours, parents do not need to think about how to develop interesting and creative
activities for their children. For the people who rely on TV or similar technologies to solve
the problems in their daily life, they may gradually lose the abilities to develop more
creative solutions through their own thinking.

Computer scientists and programmers like to say, “There are two kinds of people: those
who know binary numbers and those who don'’t.” Likewise, in the age of technology, there
are also two kinds of people: those who think about issues related to technologies and



those who let technologies to think for them. For the former, the development of
technologies will stimulate them to think more and their abilities to think will grow over time.
As for the latter group, their abilities to think for themselves are likely to decline as the
technologies have deprived them of the opportunities to think.

2.To understand the most important characteristics of a society, one must study its major
cities.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

I T 5 A5 F A 265

The most important characteritics of a society include its political system, economic
structure and the public school system. To understand each of the aspects of the society,
it is important to study its major cities as well as smaller towns and the rural areas
because the political, economic and educational institutions differ greatly among major
cities, small towns and rural areas.

The political system of a society is often shaped by the economic and cultural dynamics of
the local communities as well as the nation as a whole. To the extent that the politics is
influenced by the national institutions such as the Constitution, it is sufficient to study how
people in the major cities are involved in political activities. To understand the presidential
election of the US, for example, one can follow the presidential candidates as they tour the
major cities during their campaigns and investigate how the city residents make their
decisions regarding the different candidates and how they think about the major issues
covered in the debate among the candidates. Nevertheless, an important dimension of
the modern society is the diversity of political activities one can observe in the local
communities. Voters in a small village in a Southern United State may think very
differently about a particular issue compared to voters in New York. Therefore, to fully
understand the politics of the society, one has to study the rural areas and small towns as
well.

In addition to political system, economic development is another aspect one should not
overlook in order to understand the society. Usually the major cities provide the physical
space for economic activities that are important for the society. For example, international
stock markets are located in major cities such as New York, London and Hong Kong. To
understand the economics of a society, one needs to study how the financial industries
operate in such major cities. On the other hand, small villages and counties also play vital
roles in the national economy with their contribution to difference economic sectors such
as agriculture and tourism. Therefore, studying the major cities alone is not sufficient to
fully understand the economy of the entire society.



Finally, to fully understand the most important characteristics of a society, one should also
study how the public school systems work. In many societies, the public school systems
differ greatly among rural areas, suburbs and big cities as the public schools often
respond to the different needs of the local communities. In the rural areas, given the
schoolchildren’s extensive experiences with the agriculture, the public schools will include
more courses related to agriculture in the curriculum. In the suburbs, with most
schoolchildren from the middle class, the public schools may teach more courses that are
ideologically oriented towards the middle classes. In the major cities, with schoolchildren
more likely coming from lower socioeconomic classes, the public school teachers may
emphasize a different set of values and skills in their classrooms. Therefore, to fully
understand how the public school works in the society, one has to study the major cities
as well as rural and suburban areas.

In conclusion, to understand the political, economic and educational development of a
society, it is important to study the major cities as well as the countryside and the
suburban areas where people from different socioeconomic classes are engaged in
different political, economic and educational activities.

ARG

To understand the modern society and investigate its most prominent features, we should
definitely focus our attention on its major cities because the major cities usually develop
models and patterns that would be copied or imitated by other cities, counties and rural
areas through institutions such as patent, chain stores and organisational learning. |
would illustrate my position through three major aspects of a society: the use of
technologies, the retail industry and higher education.

There is no doubt that, to understand a society, we need to look into how technologies are
used among the people. To do that, we only need to do research in major cities. For
example, if we want to investigate how people use electronic devices to make payments,
we should observe people in the major cities and interview them about their preferences
and perceptions of the technology. Since the e-payment system usually involves
patented technologies that can be transferred to other areas, the patterns of customer
behaviors observed in major cities will be found in smaller cities, counties and even rural
areas sooner or later. In the area of technology usage, people living in major cities can
serve as suitable subjects for case studies.

Another important characteristic of modern society is the development of retail industry,
i.e. how consumer products are marketed and sold. Again, we only need to study the
major cities to understand how retail industry works. One of the major institutions in retail
industry is chain store through which major brand name corporations sell their products in
similar ways around the world. To know how Louis Vuitton promotes its products, there
is no need to travel to different places all over the world. Just visiting the main shops in a
few major cities, we will have a basic idea of the marketing strategies of the company. To
save costs in operation, companies like LV would reuse their ideas for promoting products
in other areas.



Finally, we can also understand the higher education in a given society through studying
the major universities usually located in the major cities. Since universities are usually
following a set of standards and guidelines in designing their curriculums and delivering
their courses, the practices of major universities in major cities can be studied as
representative cases to generate research insights that are usually applicable to similar
universities in other areas. Through student exchange programs and visiting
professorship, universities also learn from one another at institutional level and become
more alike in how they operate. As a result, it is sufficient to study universities in major
cities to understand the main features of higher education.

In conclusion, | strongly agree that major cities can serve as representative cases for
studying the important characteristics of our society because in other cities and areas
people often learn the best practices that have been developed in major cities.

3.Educational institutions have a responsibility to dissuade students from pursuing fields
of study in which they are unlikely to succeed.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

T

| strongly agree that students should be discouraged from concentrating on a particular
major if they do not have the academic preparation or talents to perform well in that area.
Following the advice from the schools, students will focus on areas of studies that are
more suitable for them and enjoy their school life better. Intervention of schools can also
help address the problem of unemployment at societal level. With regard to the concern
over the accuracy of prediction schools could make about students’ success, the
academic staff could make assessment based on students’ past academic records and
their results of different psychometric tests.

With the help and advice from the schools, students can choose majors for which they are
better prepared to perform well academically and enjoy the college life. For example, a
student may want to pursue a major in computer science and get a job in IT industry. But
he did not know that computer science involves a significant amount of advanced
mathematics, which he did not have learned in high school. If the school managed to
dissuade him from doing a degree in computer science, the student may switch to a
different major, e.g. political science or psychology, which he is more likely to do well.
With better academic performance, the student would find college life more awarding and
could also afford more time to get involved in extracurricular activities (ECA). The better
GPA and richer experiences in ECA can then boost his chance to land a decent job upon
graduation.



In addition, intervention of the schools can also help alleviate the problem of
unemployment of college graduates at the societal level. In many countries such as India
and China, college graduates may find it difficult to get a job after graduation due to their
poor academic performance and the lack of practical skills that employers expect. If
students take into consideration the advice from the schools to pursue a major that
matches their talent and interest, they will become more successful in achieving good
academic performance and develop skills that are useful in their future careers. Consider
the student interested in studying computer science again. By doing a psychology major
that suited his academic background better, he would be able to learn more from the
program and become better prepared for his jobs in this area. At societal level, if more
students graduate from universities with stronger academic records and more skills, the
employers would more likely find suitable candidates for their job positions.

Some people may argue that schools could not possibly predict accurately if a student
would succeed in a particular field or not. Without the ability to make reliable prediction,
any attempts of persuasion would be considered unethical and may lead to waste of
talents. While this is a valid concern, it is important to remember that there are different
ways for schools to assess the potential of students in a given field. For one thing, the
schools can always review the students’ past academic records and consider their
performance in related academic subjects, e.g. the performance in math of students
interested in computer science. In addition, a wide range of psychometric instruments
have been developed and can be used to assess if students are suitable for pursuing
different majors. With the help of such tools, the schools can make prediction about
students’ future performance with better confidence.

In conclusion, as the providers of educational services that receive money from parents
and taxpayers, the schools have the responsibility to ensure students to benefit from the
schooling maximally and produce graduates that can contribute to the economy as
confident and skillful employees. Therefore, the schools should dissuade students from
pursuing a major for which they are not well prepared and unlikely to succeed.



4.Scandals are useful because they focus our attention on problems in ways that no
speaker or reformer ever could.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

L

With the development of modern mass media, scandals are almost ubiquitous. Hardly
can a day go by without some news reporting scandals involving high-profiles politicians,
athletes or movie stars. While it is true that scandals often attract public attention and
may expose certain problems, | do not believe that they are useful in solving social
problems as they often focus public attention on the wrong issues and can hardly maintain
public attention for a sufficiently long time. After elaborating these two points, | will also
address the argument that scandals can usefully create pressure for the government to
introduce reforms.

To begin with, the attention from the public after a scandal does not necessarily focus on
the right issue. Take the Clinton scandal and impeachment for example. With the
release of Starr report, the Clinton scandal has attracted the national and even
international media attention. But the majority of American people seem to find it more
interesting to talk about whether or not President Clinton had sex with Monica Lewinsky.
They would even get into the debate over whether oral sex would count as sex. But the
real issue that should capture public attention is whether or not the President had lied and
still deserved the trust of American people. With the media always interested in reporting
sensational news, the Clinton scandal failed to focus public attention on the right issue
and therefore was not very useful for the development of American politics.

In addition, when a scandal is involved in powerful corporation, a professional public
relations team will very quickly take actions to address the crisis and divert the public
attention from the right issues. The oil giant BP, for example, was responsible for the oll
rig explosion in 2013 and subsequent oil spill in the gulf of Mexico. During the scandal of
this ecological disaster, BP hired a sophisticated PR team to launch a massive campaign
to paint themselves as victims of tort law suits and shift media attention from the aftermath
of the oil spill. The large corporation like BP has the large amount of financial resources
at their disposal to manipulate the media and the public opinions when necessary. As the
public is often forgetful while overwhelmed by the news and scandals, it is fairly easy for
them to get away from such scandals. In other words, one cannot really rely on scandals
to solve problems involving big corporations.



Some people may argue that scandals are still useful in creating pressure to push the
government to reform. For example, after the scandal of Sun Zhigang, a Chinese
university graduate who was tortured and killed in Guangzhou Center for the Homeless,
Chinese government has abolished the institution of arresting the homeless in the large
cities. While this case leads to some desirable outcome, it is doubtful that we should
count on scandals like this to reform a nation’s legal and social infrastructure. To fix the
numerous problems in a modern society, the best solution is to educate the people about
their rights so people can speak up against injustice when their rights are violated. We
cannot just overlook the injustice in our daily life and wait for scandals to fix the problems
in our society.

In conclusion, while | acknowledge that certain scandals may eventually lead to some
progress in our society, most scandals are not very useful in reforming the society as the
public often focus their attention on the wrong issues and the powerful corporations can
easily divert public attention through their public relations campaigns. To achieve real
progress in social development, we need better education to increase people’s awareness
of their rights and their sense of justice.

5.Claim: Governments must ensure that their major cities receive the financial support
they need in order to thrive.

Reason: It is primarily in cities that a nation's cultural traditions are preserved and
generated.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

B

Due to the development of modern technology, many people are concerned about how to
preserve their nations’ cultural traditions and promote their national identities for the new
generations who have been exposed to globalised culture with little local flavour. Since
government resources are limited, it is argued that major cities should be the top priority
for financial support because the cultural traditions are generated and preserved here.
While | agree that major cities are important for preserving and generating cultural
tradition, other areas are equally important in many countries.  Since cultural programs in
major cities can receive support from different financial sources such as advertising,
donation of city residents and big corporations, government money should be invested to
programs in small towns and rural regions where resources from private sectors are not
available.

There is no doubt that major cities are important sites for preserving, generating and
celebrating cultural traditions. Take the well-known Statue of Liberty in New York City as
an example. This giant copper statue was a gift of France to the US and has become a
popular icon for freedom and democracy inspiring people all over the world. In late 19th



century and early 20th century, Statue of Liberty had welcomed nearly 14 million
immigrants who entered the United States through New York. For these immigrants and
their descendants, the Statue of Liberty was a symbol of hope and freedom. For the rest
of the United States, the Statue of Liberty celebrates diversity and tolerance, the core
values that define the cultural tradition of a young republic.

Despite the importance of major cities for cultural traditions, government funding should
not be heavily invested here because there are other funding sources available. The
national park service that manages the Statue of Liberty in New York, for example,
receive financial support in the form of admission ticket fares from thousands of tourists
who come to visit everyday from all over the world. Major corporations and private
citizens also donated large amount of money to the private foundation built for the Statue
of Liberty. In addition, the cultural heritage site also attracts thousands of volunteers
every year to donate their time to the daily operation of national park services for the
Statue of Liberty. Therefore, as this example adequately illustrates, cultural traditions in
major cities are not the top priorities for government funding given all the alternative
sources for funding and support.

On the other hand, other preservation programs for cultural traditions in small towns or
rural areas should be supported by taxpayers’ money. For example, the use of abacus in
mathematical calculation, which has been listed as world intangible cultural heritage by
UNESCO, is almost unheard of nowadays in major Chinese cities. With the advent of
computers, calculation tasks are performed by sophisticated financial management
software in the stores and offices in modern cities. Even schoolchildren are granted
access to pocket calculators to do their math homework. To preserve the art of using
abacus, one has to visit the small towns and villages in China where people without
access to computers still use abacus for calculation. Since abacus has little value for
advertising, it is unlikely that any program for promoting abacus would attract sponsorship
from large corporations. Therefore, the government should step in and provide
necessary support to build programs that preserve the use of abacus as a traditional way
of mathematical calculation.

In conclusion, as the two examples aptly demonstrate, government funding should be
used to support culture preservation programs in small towns and rural areas and the
cultural traditions in major cities will thrive with the funding and support from
non-governmental sectors.



6.A nation should require all of its students to study the same national curriculum until they
enter college.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

TN

useful for college admission

helpful for students from less developed regions

but be careful about government intervention

T8

To improve the quality of pre-college education, it is often proposed that all students
should be required to study the same national curriculum. | agree that adopting the same
curriculum for schools across the nation would be helpful for students and teachers from
less developed regions to get more support and for universities around the nations to
evaluate applicants more objectively. Nevertheless, we need to be careful of the danger
of the national government to advance its own political agenda through this national
curriculum.

Through adopting a standardised national curriculum, it would be more feasible for
schools in less developed regions to get support and help for improving their education.
Since students from the disadvantaged school districts will be studying the same
curriculum as those from schools bestowed with more resources, it is possible for the
schools in the less developed regions to re-use lesson plans and other teaching materials
developed elsewhere. In addition, it is more convenient for teachers across nations
including those volunteers from Teach for America program to serve as temporary
teachers in those disadvantaged schools as the same materials can be used under the
national curriculum.

In addition, the national curriculum would be useful for universities to assess the
applications from all over the nation more objectively. Currently, the college admission
system relies on standardised tests such as SAT and ACT to assess students’ academic
potential objectively. But such instruments are often criticised for creating extra workload
and stress among the college bound students. With the same national curriculum, the
university admission committees can use the GPAs of the applicants as a more accurate
and comparable indicator to make admission decisions.

Despite the above two advantages of the proposed policy, we need to be cautious about
the risk of the government imposing certain ideological agenda to the schools through
requiring a national curriculum. Quality education should be provided for all students
regardless of socioeconomic backgrounds to improve social mobility among the youths.
But it should not be used as an institution for propagating the official ideology and values



that serve to legitimise the national government. Therefore, if we are to adopt a national
curriculum, we should do everything we can to make sure the curriculum is free from
political bias or influence from the national government.

In conclusion, | agree that all students should be required to study the same national
curriculum which can help the students from less developed regions to receive better
education and the universities around the nation to make admission decisions more
effectively. Nevertheless, it is important to remain vigilant against any political intervention
of the national government when designing and implementing the national curriculum.

7.Some people believe that government funding of the arts is necessary to ensure that the
arts can flourish and be available to all people. Others believe that government funding of
the arts threatens the integrity of the arts.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.
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Despite the industrialization of modern society, the arts and related activities are vital part
of our daily life which provide important opportunities for entertainment, education and
reflection. While | agree that government funding is necessary for arts to flourish and for
ordinary people to enjoy arts, the concern that government funding may compromise the
integrity of arts is a valid one. In my opinion, therefore, it is important for the government
to sponsor arts indirectly through an independent committee as an antidote to potential
threat of government funding to the integrity of arts.

As a threshold matter, government funding and sponsorship are essential to the
development of arts.  Unlike popular hollywood movies, which are often sponsored by big



corporations through embedded advertising, many artworks could not attract a large
number of audience who are willing to pay a large amount of money. If the government
does not support the artists and their creative works, the public would not have the
opportunities to enjoy high quality artworks. In addition, arts and creative activities
related to arts require infrastructure such as art museum and art schools that can offer
space and training programs to exhibit the works and cultivate artistic talents. Without
the support from large corporations, the government has to allocate funding to build art
museums and run art schools so that the public can access the museum and send more
children to art schools at an affordable rate. With more members of the public interested
and trained in arts, artistic works and activities can then flourish.

On the other hand, it is understandable to worry that the government's funding may
threaten the integrity of arts and artists. It is well known these days that arts are socially
constructed artifacts that do not exist in political vacuum. Any artworks can and must
carry political meanings and messages, which may challenge the authority of the ruling
elite. Meanwhile, the government always has the incentives to sponsor arts that may
help advance its own political agenda. For example, in Mao's China, almost all the
songs and movies were produced with a theme of revolutionary propaganda under the
sponsorship of the Communist Party. For Chinese artists at the time, there was virtually
no freedom or integrity for arts, which has become a tool for legitimizing the Communist
regime. The last thing we want in China or any other countries is a government
sponsorship program for arts that would silence the creative and political voices of artists.

Given the tension between the need of government support on the one hand and the
threat of government funding to the integrity of arts on the other, | would argue that the
best solution is to create an independent commission that distributes government funding
in a politically neutral way. The commission should be run by a group of artists elected
by their peers and receive government money regularly. But the government would have
no power or influence over how the money will be spent to sponsor different arts projects.
Sponsorships will be awarded to projects based on their merits, not their political or
ideological stances. In fact, Hong Kong Arts Development Council, an organization
created by the government to sponsor art projects in Hong Kong, has been operated
under this model. As a result, artists in Hong Kong have enjoyed financial support from
the government without any threat from the government on their integrity.

In conclusion, given the profound impact that arts may have on the society, it is, on the
one hand, necessary for the government to support artistic works financially; on the other
hand, it is tempting for the government to influence the artists and their activities politically
through such sponsorship. To address this paradox, | have proposed a solution that has
worked well in certain regions such as Hong Kong.



8.Claim: In any field—business, politics, education, government—those in power should
step down after five years.

Reason: The surest path to success for any enterprise is revitalization through new
leadership.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.
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Leadership is vital for the success of any enterprises, whether it is in the field of business,
education or public administration. It is argued that, in order to prevent power abuse and
revitalize the organizations, those in the leadership positions should quit their jobs after a
certain number of years. | think this proposal will not benefit businesses and educational
institutions as leaders in these fields need many years to build their reputation and earn
trust from the stakeholders. Nevertheless, it is important for government officials to
serve for a limited number of years only.

Consider the leadership in business world first. With the separation of ownership and
management in modern corporations, it is important for the stockholders to trust the
managers of the businesses. But to earn the trust of the stockholders often takes a
relatively long period of time. The managers will need to demonstrate their competence
as leaders through years of services and accumulate more experience while working with
the staff to develop the best strategic plans for the long-term development of a company.
Once the manager reaches the top management, s/he will become a valuable asset that
the company cannot afford to lose. If s/he has to leave the position in five years, the
company will have to start over the process of cultivating a leader all over again.
Therefore, to save money for the investors of the company, this rule should not apply.

With the increasing corporatization of higher education, the same logic also applied to the
leadership of universities. As a president of a university, one has to spend years
developing intimate knowledge about the industry of higher education and building his/her
network with the key people in the circle. S/he will need to promote the university



aggressively at a global scale and raise money for different projects and programs that
can help the university to stay competitive. This is a very challenging job and if a
university is lucky enough to find someone who can do the job well, it makes little sense to
let him/her go in 5 years. This is why the leaders of universities often hold their positions
for years.

Nevertheless, the proposed rule should apply to government officials who do need to
leave their jobs after certain years. One may argue that just like corporate CEOs and
university presidents, it also takes years for a government official to learn to do his/her job
well and build his/her reputation. This is true to some extent. But it is important to bear in
mind that “government, even in its best form, is a necessary evil” as it takes away certain
amount of freedom from the citizens in order to preserve peace and order. As a result,
the power of the government officials have to be limited through the institutional
arrangement that any officials, no matter how competent or reputable they are, have to
step down after a certain number of years. The risk of having a dictator justifies the cost
of reducing the tenure of a capable leader.

In conclusion, | believe that the proposed rule should not be applied to the fields of
business and higher education. But for the government leaders, they should definitely
leave their positions after a certain number of years.
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9.In any field of endeavor, it is impossible to make a significant contribution without first
being strongly influenced by past achievements within that field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.:
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| agree that in most fields significant contribution is often made by people under the
influence of the achievements in the past. Il first discuss this issue by considering two
important aspects in academic researches: PhD supervision and literature review. I'll then



explain why this statement also holds true in the field of laws. It is argued that the
principles illustrated through these cases can also be applied to other fields as well.

In academic researches, it has become a common practice for scholars to receive
systematic training through a PhD program during which the scholars will work closely
under the supervision of a more senior member of the research community. The PhD
supervisors are often leading scholars in the fields having published extensively and
developed a body of scholarship that is important in the field. The PhD students can
then choose a field of study that is somewhat related to the supervisors’ expertise and
receive their advice and guidance during the research processes. As a result, the
students will no doubt be influenced by the particular methodological approaches adopted
by the supervisors and the research interests that the supervisors had developed over the
years. Sometimes, the PhD students will also co-author journal articles and book
chapters with the supervisors and their writing styles will also be somewhat influenced by
the supervisors who are usually also accomplished academic writers.

In addition to the influence of PhD supervisors, junior scholars will also receive significant
influence from scholars who had published in a particular field. In almost all the
academic disciplines, authors often begin their research articles with a section known as
literature review. In the literature review section, the authors will discuss the studies that
have been done and identify a literature gap they intend to fill. Usually the authors will also
explain how the previous studies inspired them to conduct the present study. In the
method and result sections, the authors also need to refer to the earlier studies as they
may re-use similar methods and confirmed or challenged previous findings. Therefore,
the practices of literature review also suggest that scholars almost always contributed to
their fields under the influence of previous research works.

In the practice of laws, lawyers and judges also rely on the past achievements of their
colleagues. In the common law tradition, judges frequently referred to the earlier rulings
made by their colleagues in the past to inform and justify their own decisions. Lawyers
also cite the previous cases similar to the present ones to make arguments and
counterarguments. In the civil law jurisdictions, the codified laws and rules are the past
achievements of the legislators, lawyers, judges and legal scholars which the legal
practitioners need to rely on for their daily practices. When designing new laws and rules,
the legislators and legal scholars will also need to review the legal principles and doctrines
that have been established in the past as well as the research studies on the issues by
experts in the fields of law, economics and political science. Therefore, it is clear that
contributions to the law in the broadest sense always rely on the past achievements in the
field.

As the discussion of academic research and legal practices clearly shows, to make
contribution to most fields, one has to work with more senior and experienced members of



the community as shown in the case of PhD supervision, review the previous studies and
publication in the field similar to literature review, and rely on the cases and institutions
that have been established in the past. Therefore, overall speaking, | agree with the
statement.

10.Nations should pass laws to preserve any remaining wilderness areas in their natural
state, even if these areas could be developed for economic gain.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible
consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.

TN
for nations where people are fighting against poverty, this policy should not be adopted

for nations where people need more land for basic needs such as housing, this policy is
not sensible

for nations which are well-developed, a conservation program rather than preservation
program should be introduced

HES'E

Human activities since Industrial Revolution have brought enormous impact to the natural
environment of the earth. The size of wilderness areas worldwide has declined
dramatically over the last few centuries. It is understandable that many environmentalists
call for legislation to preserve the remaining wilderness areas. | believe that such policies
are not suitable for nations where people are still fighting against poverty or struggle to
meet the basic demands of their citizens such as housing. On the other hand, for more
developed nations, a policy focusing on conservation and sustainable development is
more desirable than the proposed preservation legislation.

The preservation program would be neither sensible nor feasible in least developed
countries where people suffer from poverty and other related social problems. Consider
the opportunity costs of implementing such a policy. The land of the wilderness area could
be used to build manufacturing factories that can provide jobs for the local people who
lack the opportunities to create value via economic activities. Development economists
agree that unemployment is the root problem that causes poverty, lack of education,
malnutrition and high fertility rates among women. Any policy that would exacerbate
unemployment should not be implemented. In fact, it would be politically impossible for the
governments to develop such preservation programs that would deprive the people of



valuable job opportunities. The democratically elected government officials have to
consider the consequences of introducing a massively unpopular policy.

The preservation policy is not helpful for nations or regions where the supply of land is
particularly limited. Take Hong Kong as an example. Due to the grave shortage of land for
housing, the people in Hong Kong have to deal with outrageously high property prices and
uncomfortably small living space. The preservation policy for wilderness areas in Hong
Kong would take away the land that could have been used for housing and related
infrastructure construction projects. Again such a policy would not receive public support
and the government officials and the legislators have to consider the public opinions when
making decisions on this issue.

Even for nations that do not have problems of poverty or housing shortage, the
governments should probably consider a conservation program rather than the proposed
preservation program. The difference between preservation and conservation is that the
former provides absolutely no opportunities for any human activities in the wilderness
areas whereas the latter policy allows development in a sustainable manner. For example,
under a conservation program, the wilderness areas could be developed for low-pollution
industry such as tourism. Low-density hotels may be built in the areas to attract visitors
all over the world. Efforts would be made to minimise the impact on the environment
without compromising the opportunities of future generations to benefit from the resources
in this area. | think conservation policies are more likely to win support of the public as it
can strike a balance between the need for development and the protection of the
environment.

In conclusion, for nations where poverty, unemployment or shortage of housing are major
problems, the proposed policy should not be adopted for the sake of the livelihood of the
citizens. Even for more developed countries, a conservation policy focusing on
sustainability is more reasonable and politically sensible for the legislators.



11.People's behavior is largely determined by forces not of their own making.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.
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To what extent people could control their own behaviors is an interesting question that
concerns many psychologists, economists, philosophers. The question is important
because we all desire freedom but at the same time are subject to different constraints.
In my opinion, due to the industrialization of modern society, our behaviours have been
largely determined by different social institutions such as corporation and marketing.
Nevertheless, we may try to regain our freedom by fighting the systems in which we find
ourselves.

One of the key features of modern society is industrialization through which the production
of goods and provision of services are all standardized and to a large extent automated by
machines. The assembly line approach to manufacturing, for example, requires all the
workers to perform the same tasks on machines repeatedly. The behaviors of the
workers are largely determined by the pace of the machines set by the engineers. Office
workers also have to perform tasks following a set of prescribed instructions repeatedly.
While doing so can certainly increase the productivity and reduce errors, there is little
room for them to make their own decisions about their behaviors.

At the receiving end of the goods and services are customers who seem to enjoy the
freedom of making their own choices with their own money. But it is well known that
consumer behaviors are actually subject to the manipulation of corporations as well
through different marketing strategies. Celebrities are often invited to endorse different
products and services so that ordinary people believe that buying such products and
services will help them to identify more closely with their idols. Discounts are often



offered and extra credit points can be earned when credit cards are used to make certain
purchases because researches have shown that more money can be spent painlessly
when credit cards rather than banknotes are used. Numerous strategies like these have
been employed by corporations to lure more customers to buy things we do not really
need and to spend money we have not yet earned.

Of course, it is not true that our behaviors are completely under the control of large
corporations although most of us do have to be part of the labor force and customer base
of the large corporations. Nowadays many people have become aware of the intrusive
effects of being part of the capitalistic economy largely driven by irrational consumerism.
Environmentalists have advocated living a simple life in order to break away from the
traps created by large corporations trying to sell things we do not need. Experts in
personal finance have offered prudent advice about using credit cards less and spending
money within one’s budgets. More and more people have come to understand the
importance of work-life balance and even plan to retire early to enjoy life. As more efforts
are made to fight against the system of capitalism and consumerism, we still have a
chance to regain our freedom.

In conclusion, in the modern society dominated by large corporations, ordinary people’s
behaviors as employees and consumers are indeed largely determined by factors that
beyond our control. Nevertheless, we can still try to fight for our freedom as we learn
more about how our behaviors have been influenced by external forces.

12.Governments should offer a free university education to any student who has been
admitted to a university but who cannot afford the tuition.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible
consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.

Ji:The cost of higher education has increased significantly all over the world as people
become increasingly aware of the importance of university training for the personal and
career development of young people. As a result, students from lower socioeconomic
classes may not be able to attend universities, which raises the question of equality and
justice. Some people argue that in order to ensure equal access to higher education, the
government should provide free tuition to students who are offered a place to study in a
university but could not afford the tuition and living expenses. In this essay, | would
discuss the consequences of implementing this policy of free higher education for the
university, the students and the society in general and argue that the policy is not
desirable due to the negative consequences.



To begin with, if the government would foot the bills for all admitted students with limited
financial means, the university may have the incentive to admit more students to get more
resources from the government and the quality of university education will surely
deteriorate. It is reasonable to assume that a university, just like other profit-making
corporations, is interested in recruiting as many students as possible to maximize its
revenue through charging tuition fees. Of course, the university can only admit certain
number of students and the tuition fee is the price of the university education that helps
maintain the market equilibrium between the number of students interested in studying in
the university and the number of places available. If the government decides to pay the
tuition fees for the poor students, more students will be able to study in the university,
which would have to accommodate more students. With the limited resources available in
the university, e.g. study space and faculty members, the quality of university education
will be compromised and both the university and its students will suffer in the long term.

Now let’'s imagine what would happen to the students if the proposed policy were
implemented. An immediate effect would be that more students would be interested in
benefiting from the “free lunch” even if they may be able to afford the tuition fees with the
support from their families or working on part-time jobs. Students may be tempted to
provide misleading or fraudulent information about their financial situation in order to get
free university education. In addition, under the current policies, students with limited
financial means can usually afford university education through government loans. If the
government provides free college education to the students, they may lose the
momentum to work hard during their studies as they do not have to worry about paying
back their student loan after graduation.

To assess the proposed policy, we also need to consider its effects on the overall
government budget. Since the taxpayers’ money is limited, if the government has to pay
for university education for the poor students, less financial resources will be available for
other members of the society who may deserve more attention or care from the
government. Careful researches have to be done to compare the potential returns and
social benefits of different programs in areas like health care, nursing homes and training
for the unemployed to decide the priority of government funding. Since students can
usually finance their university education through government loans, the free university
education program is unlikely to be an urgent one.

In conclusion, | believe that the government should not pay tuition fees for students who
cannot afford university education after considering the consequences of the proposal for
the university, the students and the society in general. We should let the students decide
whether they want to pursue their further education through student loan so that the
university would not admit excessive number of students. Meanwhile, scarce government
resources should be invested in areas that can produce more returns and social benefits.



13.Universities should require every student to take a variety of courses outside the
student's field of study.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

140. Some people believe that universities should require every student to take a variety
of courses outside the student's field of study. Others believe that universities should not
force students to take any courses other than those that will help prepare them for jobs in
their chosen fields.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.
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In today’s competitive world, holding a college degree can no longer guarantee good job
placement or career success. Some people argue that students should be required to
take courses outside their major area to broaden their perspectives and better prepare for
future careers. Others believe that such requirement is not necessary as courses
outside students’ field will not be helpful for future jobs. In my opinion, taking courses
outside one’s speciality can benefit one’s academic study, development of citizenship as
well as future career.

To begin with, taking courses from other field can help students to study their own majors
more effectively by introducing the students different perspectives and methods from
other disciplines. Take the students majoring in English and linguistics as examples. By
taking courses in computer science, English majors can learn basic programming skills
and latest technologies in natural language processing which can help them to explore
interesting issues in English and linguistics based on corpus. Through courses on
psychology, English students can also study how learning efficiencies were affected by
different factors and better understand the issues in second language acquisition. As the
examples clearly illustrate, taking courses from related disciplines can help student to
study their own majors more effectively.

Courses in other fields can also help students become more responsible citizens capable
of making informed decisions on different social issues. Arts and humanities students
can gain more insights into how technologies transformed the society and what ethical
and political issues we have to deal with by taking some courses in science and
engineering. Science and technology majors can also better understand the current



debates on different political issues by taking courses in history, economics and political
science. The effective operation of democratic society depends on the collective wisdom
of well-educated citizens. The proposed requirement of courses from different fields can
contribute to cultivating better citizens for the society.

Some people may argue that no courses should be required unless such courses are
beneficial for students’ future jobs. In fact, many courses outside one’s discipline can be
helpful for students’ career development. Taking writing-intensive courses in history and
philosophy, for example, can help business students to sharpen their writing skills, which
are essential for effective communication in any jobs they may take. Programming skills
that math students can develop through computer science courses will also enable the
math graduates to apply their math models to big data in their workplace by developing
appropriate computer programs. On the other hand, it is rather short-sighted to focus on
the direct benefits for jobs that students may gain from courses. After all, universities are
not merely vocational training schools. Students should be encouraged to pursue goals
that are not career-oriented.

In conclusion, | believe that requiring students to take courses outside their fields is
beneficial for their academic studies as well as their development of citizenship. While it is
also helpful for their future career development, this concern should not be the only
consideration when we make decisions.

46) Universities should require every student to take a variety of courses outside the
student's field of study.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

70) Claim: Universities should require every student to take a variety of courses outside
the student's major field of study.

Reason: Acquiring knowledge of various academic disciplines is the best way to become
truly educated.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

102) Universities should require every student to take a variety of courses outside the
student's field of study.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible
consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.

112) Requiring university students to take a variety of courses outside their major fields of
study is the best way to ensure that students become truly educated.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your



position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

140) Some people believe that universities should require every student to take a variety
of courses outside the student's field of study. Others believe that universities should not
force students to take any courses other than those that will help prepare them for jobs in
their chosen fields.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.

142) Claim: Colleges and universities should specify all required courses and eliminate
elective courses in order to provide clear guidance for students.

Reason: College students—Ilike people in general—prefer to follow directions rather than
make their own decisions.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

TS: Universities and colleges should allow students to decide what elective courses to
take at different stages of their college education as they need to choose their majors,
their focus within the major field and their future careers.

tsl: Taking some elective courses can help them to decide which field of study is the most
suitable major for them

- many freshmen are undecided with their majors

- taking some elective courses can help them explore different fields

- if they decided not pursue that major, the courses can still count towards the general
degree requirement

ts2: they also need to decide which specific areas they would like to focus on within their
major field

- another important decision to make

- within computer science, they may focus on computer architecture, algorithm, operating
system or programming languages (elective courses are necessary for them to pursue
their interests)

- particularly important if they want to go to graduate schools later

ts3: elective courses are also important for students who decided to pursue certain
careers

- some students may be interested in working in a Chinese company

- they will take a few courses to learn Chinese language and Chinese history

- if they want to pursue a law degree later, they may want to take some extra
writing-intensive courses to sharpen their writing skills

(note that the three points also focus on some important decisions that students need to
make, which also rejects the reason)



14.A nation should require all of its students to study the same national curriculum until
they enter college.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible
consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.

CES )

15.Educational institutions should actively encourage their students to choose fields of
study that will prepare them for lucrative careers.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

HEB'E

| strongly disagree that students should be encouraged to choose their study areas for
future lucrative careers for two reasons. First, no studies in any given fields can
guarantee the so-called lucrative careers in the future; moreover, students who choose
the fields with the hope of lucrative careers may not enjoy their studies and their future
works. While the educational institutions may be interested in cultivating future
successful alumni, this policy may lead to dissatisfaction among the graduates.

To begin with, there are no such majors that can ensure that the graduates will
necessarily enjoy a lucrative career later in their lives. To get a well-paid job and a
successful career requires a combination of many things including a good degree with
solid knowledge, a booming industry in which the graduates work, good interpersonal
skills and a large amount of luck. Maybe pursuing a major in certain fields such as
computer science and finance can increase the chance of getting into a field where more
people can have lucrative careers. But the graduates also need many other things
mentioned above to become successful. In other words, the notion that certain fields of
study can “prepare” students for lucrative careers is nothing but wishful thinking.

Another reason why this policy is not desirable is that students may end up studying
something they are not interested in. Without genuine interests in the field but driven by
the extrinsic motivation from the promise of future “lucrative” careers, the students may
find it difficult to understand the materials or commit themselves to the studies. Their
academic performance may not meet the standards expected by the future employers and,
as a result, they may not get good jobs in the fields. Even they do manage to start their



careers in the fields, they may not enjoy their work and the lack of job satisfaction would
render the “lucrative" careers less meaningful for the graduates. Their chance for
long-term success will also be very small.

Some people may argue that by encouraging the students to choose majors that lead to
lucrative careers the universities may cultivate future alumni with higher income, who will
then donate more money to the institutions. With stronger financial support from the
alumni, the schools will have more resources to improve their education and attract better
faculty members and students. What is overlooked in the reasoning is the possibility that
students who cannot find lucrative careers after studying majors they were encouraged to
choose or do not enjoy their careers due to the lack of interests may not be willing to
donate any money to the schools.

In conclusion, while it is understandable that educational institutions may want to
encourage students to prepare for lucrative careers by choosing certain majors, this policy
is not helpful for students as there are no majors that can guarantee lucrative careers in
the future and students may end up with careers they do not enjoy if they follow the advice
of the institutions rather than their hearts.

16.Some people believe that in order to be effective, political leaders must yield to public
opinion and abandon principle for the sake of compromise. Others believe that the most
essential quality of an effective leader is the ability to remain consistently committed to
particular principles and objectives.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.

HEBE

50) Government officials should rely on their own judgment rather than unquestioningly
carry out the will of the people they serve.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

In democratic society, government officials are often held responsible for their decisions
related to their office duty. If they failed to perform their duties and satisfy their
constituencies, they may lose the next election. Therefore, some people believe that
government officials should make their decisions according to the will of the people
instead of making their own judgments over different issues. In my opinion, government
officials should always consult the public opinions when formulating important policies.
Nevertheless, it is not reasonable to carry people’s will unquestioningly because over



important issues people are often divided and poorly informed. Therefore, government
officials should do their jobs by taking into account various factors and let the people
decide if they did a satisfactory job overall in the next election.

To begin with, | strongly believe that government officials should consult the public
frequently and systematically before introducing important policies. For one thing, the
government officials should always take into account the people’s opinions when
developing relevant policies in order to better meet the needs of the people. For
example, before the Hong Kong government decides to tighten the ban on smoking in
public space, it has run a public consultation for over 3 months to collect people’s opinions
on this issue. A better understanding of what people think about the issue can inform the
policy-making process. In addition, hearing people’s voices on the proposed policy will
further legitimize the policy and make it easy for the government to later enforce the policy.
The ban of smoking, for example, would be much easier if the society has reached a
consensus about the issue.

Nevertheless, it is unrealistic to expect the government officials to follow people’s will
blindly because people are often divided over important social issues. For example, gay
and lesbian marriage has been a hot issue in the United States in recent years. While
more and more Americans have become tolerant of homosexual couples, there are still a
significant group of conservatives who oppose fiercely the idea of gay and lesbian
marriage. Given the deep disputes over the issue, it is not possible for the government
to “carry out people’s will” because there is no consensus in the society on this issue.
The government will always be against certain people’s will no matter what it does.
Ultimately, the government officials have to make their own judgments taking into the
account the public opinions, the laws as well as the overall public interests.

Another reason why the government officials should not make decisions solely based on
people’s will is that the members of the public are often notoriously ill-informed on some
important issues, especially when it comes to science and technology. For example,
despite the advance of genetic engineering in the past decades, the public has harbored a
general fear of genetically modified food. If policies are to be made according to people’s
opinions, no GM food would be allowed in the market in order to please the people who
are ignorant of the science behind GM food. But GM food is arguably one of the most
important inventions in late 20th century, which has the potential to address many
problems such as environmental pollution, food crisis in the developing world and energy
crisis.  Prohibiting GM food would be a grave mistake of any governments despite the
public skepticism and misgivings.

In conclusion, while the government officials should always take into account public
opinions when making decisions, they should not carry out people’s will unguestioningly
because the public is often divided and ill-informed over different issues. The government
officials should ultimately rely on their own judgments when developing the policies and let
the public to decide if they have done a good overall job in the next election.



FALKIEA -

86) Some people believe that government officials must carry out the will of the people
they serve. Others believe that officials should base their decisions on their own judgment.
Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.

114) Any leader who is quickly and easily influenced by shifts in popular opinion will
accomplish little.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

115) Government officials should rely on their own judgment rather than unquestioningly
carry out the will of the people whom they serve.
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

139) Claim: Major policy decisions should always be left to politicians and other
government experts.

Reason: Politicians and other government experts are more informed and thus have
better judgment and perspective than do members of the general public.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.



17.Formal education tends to restrain our minds and spirits rather than set them free.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.
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Two possible approaches

Consider the cases of primary/ secondary school education, college education and
professional education.

When students receive formal education at primary and secondary level, most of the
subject matters are rather rigid and intend to provide training in basic verbal and
guantitative skills and help students accumulate knowledge about the world. Restraining
the minds and spirits to some extent is necessary for students to focus on their studies
and acquire the basic skills and knowledge they need for further education.

At universities, students are free to choose different courses and explore their own
interests. They can think more liberally and do their own original researches to create
new knowledge. They can also think critically about the different theories. But these
intellectual activities are not possible without the solid foundation laid at earlier stages.

At professional schools such as law schools, medical schools and business schools,
students again have to narrow their minds and focus on knowledge and subject matters in
specific disciplines. To serve as a medical professional, one has to follow certain
protocols and cannot think too creatively when taking care of the patients. ... (same for
lawyers and accountants)

So the bottom line is that formal education limits people’s minds at some stages in order
to accomplish the specific educational goals while at university level students get a
chance to think creatively and critically.



To focus on some specific features of formal education

1. professional teachers who can encourage students to think creatively

2. a learning community in which students can learn from one another

3. train basic literacy effectively through well-tested common curriculum

All contribute to the liberation of minds and spirit

Then talk about the danger of government control over formal education

funding of the government may compromise the political neutrality of teachers

so we have to value academic freedom in order to encourage critical and creative thinking

18.The well-being of a society is enhanced when many of its people question authority.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

HEB'E

Whether the statement holds true or not depends on which groups of people in the society
are challenging the authority and in what ways. For groups of people such as secondary
school students and employees in factories and companies, challenging the school
teachers and the supervisors will disrupt the normal operations of schools and firms that
would harm the well-beings of the society. On the other hand, scientists should be
encouraged to question the authority through which new theories can be developed and
new technologies can be advanced to improve the productivity of the society.

Adolescents studying in secondary schools should not be allowed to challenge their
teachers and parents to ensure their own well-being and the stability of the society. As
we all know, adolescents are very likely to have conflicts with their parents and teachers
as they struggle to become more independent and get more freedom. They are
interested in experimenting with new things such as sex and drugs without proper
understanding of the consequences of such experimentation. The supervision and
constraints from teachers and parents are often necessary for their own well-beings.
Without respecting the authority of parents in regulating young people’s sexual behaviors,
for example, the teenage girls may get pregnant by accident, which can lead to serious
personal and social problems. In terms of academic studies, students at this stage do
not have the abilities to challenge the authority of the teachers who often present the
relatively well-established facts and theories based on the textbooks. Challenging
teachers’ authority in academic matters will only harm the productivity of the teachers and
students.

Employees in manufacturing and service sectors need to follow a set of rules if the society
is to prosper economically. Modern corporations and factories rely on the cooperation of
a large team of employees to create economic value efficiently. Workers on the



assembly lines, for example, have to follow the instructions of their supervisors to ensure
the smooth manufacturing processes. The supervisors’ authority has to be respected
when the workers are told to correct some mistakes they make. In addition, the effective
governance of corporations rely on the swift execution of instructions made by the
managers to their subordinates. The authority of the managers has to be maintained to
ensure that the organisation would perform according to the policies made by the top
management. Otherwise, the productivity and profitability of the corporations will suffer.

Scientists, on the other hand, can benefit the research community and the society as a
whole by questioning the leading experts and their theories in the fields. One of the key
features of science that distinguishes itself from pseudoscience is that the scientists and
researchers are always open to the possibility that the existing theories and explanations
could be wrong. Through publishing peer-reviewed scientific papers, the researchers
need to present their findings to the scientific community and be prepared to answer any
challenges that may arise from their peers. Other members of the research community
may try to replicate the studies and challenge the authority of the authors if they come up
with some inconsistent results. The whole process of challenging the authority of one
another ensures the rigor of science and the validity of knowledge construction, which are
essential for the overall well-being of the modern society.

In conclusion, the well-being of the society is closely related to the success of different
sectors such as education, business and research. As | clearly illustrate with the
examples above, challenging the authority in the fields of secondary education and
business may harm the effective operation of the schools and businesses, thereby
damaging the well-being of the society. Nevertheless, it is necessary for the members of
the research community to challenge the authority to advance the development of the
fields.



19.Governments should focus on solving the immediate problems of today rather than on
trying to solve the anticipated problems of the future.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

JE: Financially supported by the public through taxation and politically legitimized by the
citizens through democratic election, the governments have to devote themselves to
solving various problems facing the society. Regarding the dichotomy of immediate
problems vs. future problems, | believe that local government should focus more on
immediate problems whereas federal government should be concerned with more
long-term issues. Of course, the local and federal governments have to work together to
address both short-term and long-term problems, many of which are closely and
intricately related.

Local governments should commit themselves to solving immediate problems such as
emergency relief and maintenance of public hygiene because they have more local
knowledge and resources. It is fair to say that most immediate problems occur at local
levels that require solutions of local problems. For example, when the earthquake hit
Sichuan province in China in 2008, it is the local, provincial government who was
responsible for providing emergency relief for the victims. Local governments of Sichuan
have better knowledge about the people and the places which can enable them to provide
services more effectively and efficiently. Likewise, people in Sichuan also have to rely
on local governments to take effective measures to disinfect the affected areas and
prevent the spread of epidemics after the earthquake. Therefore, local governments
should also consider addressing immediate problems as their priorities.

Federal governments, on the other hand, should develop long-term solutions for the
nation. The Sichuan earthquake had highlighted a number of problems such as the
quality of building, architecture code for earthquake and development of emergency
response mechanism. These problems are not just about this earthquake, but relate to the
entire nations as more natural disasters will hit China in the future. Local governments
would not have the resources or foresights to deal with such problems. Federal
governments should take the responsibility to develop solutions that can benefit not just
Sichuan province, but any other areas in China, which might be affected by natural
disasters. Once the solutions are developed, they can be applied to similar problems all
over the nation. Therefore, it is more economically feasible and effective for the federal
government to focus on future problems.

Of course, the proposed division of labor between local and federal governments is not as
clear-cut as it seems. When facing severe natural disasters like Sichuan earthquake,
local governments will definitely need help from federal governments in terms of financial



and human resources. But the local governments should lead the efforts to solve
immediate problems because they are more knowledgeable about the situation.
Meanwhile, federal governments also need local government’s support and participation
when developing long-term solutions for future problems. Specifically, local government
may help federal government to run pilot study to test if certain solutions will be useful or
not.

In conclusion, federal governments should focus more on long-term problems whereas
local governments should be concerned more with immediate problems. Governments
at both levels should nevertheless work together to address problems of different natures.

20.Some people believe that college students should consider only their own talents and
interests when choosing a field of study. Others believe that college students should base
their choice of a field of study on the availability of jobs in that field. /54 %

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.

HEB'E

In this statement, two assumptions are made implicitly: first, the availability of jobs in any
field can be reliably predicted at any point in time; second, students have to major in a
specific field to get a job in that field. | disagree with this statement because these two
assumptions do not hold. Some people may argue that following the advice in the
statement can increase the chance of students getting decent jobs. | will address this
argument after discussing the two assumptions.

The first assumption being made is that one can reliably predict the avaibility of jobs in a
given field. This assumption is simply wrong because the world economy is changing in
an unprecedented way and the demand for talents and skills are also different from time to
time. For example, when | was in college back in late 1990s, computer science was a
field with promises of many job offers to the graduates. Yet, by the time | graduated at
the turn of the century, the burst of dot-com bubbles dramatically cut the number of
computer science jobs available in the market. Nowadays, with the advent of the
Internet and the e-commerce, the demand for computer science majors has rebounded.
As my personal experiences clearly illustrates, one cannot predict the future demand for
any specific types of expertise. Therefore, choosing one’s major based on such
prediction may not lead to the desired outcome.

The second assumption is that in order to get a job in a field X, one has to concentrate
his/her studies on a major Y. The assumption is also inconsistent with the reality of the
job market. In fact, many employers do not care about what majors the job candidates



study so long as they are reasonably intelligent and hard-working. The big-four auditing
firms, for example, actively recruit non-accounting majors from top universities around the
world every year with the belief that their in-house training system can effectively help the
fresh graduates pick up the technical knowledge while they work. Likewise, leading
investment banks do not expect their job candidates to have a degree in finance so long
as they have a strong background in quantitative reasoning.

Some people may insist that by choosing a field of study based on the job prospect can
increase the chance of the students finding good jobs. It seems that, other things being
equal, students holding a degree in a relevant major should be favored by the prospective
employers. One important issue being overlooked here is that students may not be
interested in the major relevant to any given profession. As we all know, students are
less likely to perform well in their studies without genuine interest in the subject matters.
If they cannot get a decent GPA out of the chosen field, their chance of getting good jobs
will be reduced. On the other hand, if they choose a major based on their interest, they
will more likely to perform better academically and get better jobs after graduation.

In conclusion, | do not believe that students should choose their majors based on the
availability of jobs four years later because it is difficult to predict the job market and many
jobs do not require background in specific fields. Instead of choosing a major based on
the unpredictable job market, one should focus on his/her interest and study a major that
can lead to academic success.

21.Laws should be flexible enough to take account of various circumstances, times, and
places.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.
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Before discussing whether laws should be flexible or not, it is important to clarify what the
term “laws” means. Different people may interpret the term differently. As far as | am
concerned, laws may refer to the statutes enacted by legislatures at different levels, the
rulings of the courts that also become part of the law in common law jurisdictions as well
as the law enforcement activities of the governments. While the laws enacted through
legislation should not be too flexible, the judges and the law enforcement agents should
interpret and enforce the laws taking into account different circumstances, times and
places.

There are two reasons why laws enacted by legislatures should not be flexible. To begin
with, the time and efforts of the Congressmen at federal and state levels are limited.
They can only hold meetings for a certain amount of time each year and there are many
items in their legislative agendas. In addition, they often represent different interest
groups and it takes them a long time to reach any consensus on any issues. If they have
to take into account specific circumstances or times or places when debating a statute,
they will never be able to finish their jobs on time. The second reason has to do with the
function of laws as the general guide for human behaviors. Laws have to be understood
by the general public if they are to be used to regulate people’s behaviors. Given the
limited cognitive abilities of the public, the laws have to be clear and concise. If the laws
change according to different situations, the public would find it difficult to use the laws to
make decisions about their behaviors.

On the other hand, the case laws created by the judges should take into account the
details of the cases. Consider the famous case of Riggs v. Palmer during which a
grandson murdered his rich grandfather, but according to the law and the will of his
grandfather, was entitled to inherit a large sum of money. Despite the law and the will,
the judge invalidated Palmer’s claim to his grandfather’'s estate because, in the case, the
defendant should not benefit from his murderous act. While there was no statutory law
authorizing the court to punish the defendant further by depriving his rights to the estate,
the specific circumstance of the case warrants such a decision.

Finally, the enforcement of laws, which is also an important aspect of laws, should be
flexible as the law enforcement agents should always take into account the specific
circumstances, times and places. Consider the laws about speeding. Usually when a



driver exceeds the speed limit, by the traffic laws, s/he will receive punishment in the form
of a speeding ticket. But one can and should get away from this law if it is under
emergency situation. Maybe the driver was sending a pregnant woman to a hospital for
delivering a baby. In cases like this, with a letter from the hospital, the driver should get
his/her speeding tickets cancelled. As illustrated in this example, the enforcement of law
should be flexible by considering the specific situations that may warrant a different
treatment.

In conclusion, | would argue that whether laws should be flexible depends on which
aspects of the laws we are talking about. For the statutes enacted through legislation,
flexibility is not usually affordable given the limited amount of time and effort available for
the legislatures. But the interpretation and enforcement of laws should be flexible as the
judges and the law enforcement agents should make decisions on a case-by-case basis.

22.Claim: The best way to understand the character of a society is to examine the
character of the men and women that the society chooses as its heroes or its role models.

Reason: Heroes and role models reveal a society's highest ideals.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

Ju 3 :Given the complexity of the modern society, scholars and researchers are always
looking for some shortcut for better understanding the character of a society. Some
propose that one should examine the heroes and role models chosen by the society as
these outstanding figures represent the society’s highest ideals. | do not agree that
heroes and role models always reflect the society’s highest ideals as many of the elite
figures were selected by the government or big corporations to propagate a given set of
values or ideals. As a result, these men and women cannot serve as a realistic sample
for us to understand the society. Some people may argue that the proposed approach is
the best considering its cost-effectiveness. | would argue that in the age of big data, we
can analyze the behaviors of ordinary people quantitatively at reasonable costs.

It is often the case that heroes and role models are chosen by the powerful elite in a
society according to the mainstream ideology. Consider the case of LeiFeng who was
handpicked by Chairman Mao as an exemplary role model for the people in China to
serve the people and the party altruistically. While many people at the time joined the
“learn from LeiFeng” campaign enthusiastically, in retrospect, it is clear that expecting
people to be selfless is unrealistic and naive. Only after the Chinese government
recognized the pursuit of self-interest as basic human nature and reform its economic
system, the Chinese economy could then realize its full potential. As the example of
LeiFeng clearly illustrates, since the government may be involved in selecting or building
role models, we cannot reliably understand the society and its people through studying the
heroes.



In western nations, where the power of the government is limited, role models and heroes
are often selected or constructed by sophisticated campaigns sponsored by big
corporations. Most celebrities in movie and TV industries or competitive sports follow the
similar paths. They would first gain recognition through their outstanding performance in
their respective fields and celebrated as heroes or role models by the public. In the
process, the big corporations often played an important part through its influence on the
mass media. The heroes or role models would then appear in different TV commercials
and advertising as spokesmen to endorse particular products and services. The public
were made to believe that, by purchasing the products or services, they would more
closely identify with the heroes or role models. Since the whole process is driven by
commercial interests, it is clear that the heroes and models are more likely to reflect the
values promoted by big corporations rather than the genuine preferences of the ordinary
people.

Some people may argue that, despite its limitation in validity, this proposed method is still
superior to other approaches due to the relative ease of collecting data about the heroes
and role models. After all, news stories and other written materials about the celebrities
are abundant. This argument would be convincing 20 years ago when the Internet was
still in its infancy. But nowadays, with the ubiquitousness of social media and the resulting
availability of the big data about ordinary people, it is also fairly easy to understand
behaviors of ordinary people. For example, using the latest technologies of natural
language processing, one can easily analyze millions of tweets and Facebook posts
generated by ordinary people on a variety of issues and have a good understanding of
their opinions and feelings on these issues. By tracking the credit card transactions of
people around the world, marketing companies can also understand the consumer
behaviors of the society as a whole.

In conclusion, as | argue cogently above, the proposed approach is not the best way to
understand the character of the society as the choice of role models is often heavily
influenced by the powerful political or commercial forces. Rather, the more sensible
approach is through the analysis of big data that is increasingly available through the
social media.



23.Governments should place few, if any, restrictions on scientific research and
development.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

Ju3C: | believe that scientific research and development should not be subject to any
restrictions from governments. | will first discuss why the governments should not place
restrictions on research activities by considering the nature of the government and its
threat to academic freedom. Next, | will explain why such restrictions are not necessary
by explaining how research activities are being monitored by funding agencies and ethical
review committees.

My first objection to government restriction is based on my skepticism of the power of
governments in general and my belief in academic freedom. As Thomas Paine famously
put it, “Government, even in its best form, is a necessary evil.” We allow the government
to take away part of our freedom and property (via taxation) because some form of
government is necessary to maintain the social order. But the power of the government
should be restricted; otherwise, the power will be abused by the government officials.
Since scientific research and development do not usually threaten the social order and
national security, | believe that the government should not place any restrictions on them.
Meanwhile, the principle of academic freedom, which is the core values of higher
education, also dictates that the government should allow maximum freedom for the
scientists and researchers to pursue any projects they are interested in.

Another reason why the government should not restrict scientific research is that research
projects nowadays often have to go through lengthy processes of funding applications
during which experts will evaluate the potential benefits and harms of the research. If a
research project carries certain risk or threat to public safety or national security, it is very
unlikely that such projects would receive financial support from the funding agencies. In
other words, we should trust the scientific community itself to make sound decisions on
whether or not a particular project should be supported or not. Through the competitive
processes for funding, projects that are potentially harmful will be stopped.

Finally, it is important to recognize the importance of the ethical approval mechanisms that
are in place to screen all research projects nowadays. Before the researchers start any
projects, they will have to submit a report to the ethical review committee of their
institutions to get ethics approval. Any projects that are ethically problematic or may
threaten the public interests will not receive endorsement from the ethics committees.
As a result, such projects will not continue. Again, the ethical approval mechanism is
another example of how the scientific community itself can check the validity and



soundness of the research projects without the need of government intervention.

In conclusion, governments should not restrict research activities in any way because the
power of the governments should be limited to the scope where government is necessary.
In addition, scientific research and development have already been subject to close
scrutiny in funding applications and ethical review through which potentially harmful or
dangerous projects will not be approved or supported.

24.The best way to teach is to praise positive actions and ignore negative ones.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Vag{EM
| think this statement is true for teaching children who are emotionally sensitive and can
learn more from encouragement and positive reinforcement. For students in high schools
and colleges, it is important for them to recognise their weaknesses manifested in their
mistakes. For employees in industries such as manufacturing, negative actions should
be corrected immediately and punished to ensure the safety and quality. (XE&EAESE
Ol BERU A, XF5ERES HHE 4-4.5 1R, 7R — LU 8] 5 f5 1 ) A
BRBES. D

For young children, offering positive feedback on desirable behaviors will lead to more of
such behaviors. On the other hand, since they are not emotionally mature enough to
receive criticism or punishment, it is reasonable to ignore their negative behaviors. For
example, when a 3 year-old is learning to deal with the problem of bedwetting, parents
should praise the child every time when s/he manages to stay dry the whole night.
Through such positive feedback, the child will gain more confidence over his/her ability on
this issue over time and will eventually overcome the problem. On the other hand, if the
child occasionally wets the bed, it is not a good idea for parents to scold him/her for doing
that as this may hurt the child and destroy his/her confidence and self-esteem.

T — NIRRT A AW R PR e T BB T AR R PR oy —— XN — i)
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For older schoolchildren, while it is still important to praise good behaviors, handling
negative actions more directly and firmly is also necessary. For example, in a math
classroom, children should be praised and perhaps rewarded when they performed
arithmetic operations accurately. Doing so, as in the case of the baby with bedwetting
problem, will help them build confidence and develop interests in the subject. On the
other hand, when they make mistakes, the teacher will have to provide corrective
feedback and work with the students to figure out the causes of the problems. Only
through such feedback and problem solving can the students learn more effectively.

[FIRE R —M1 7, H5r IERPITT THRS

In the context of employee training, more attention should be focused on fixing the



negative behaviors rather than positive ones in order to maximize the training efficiency.
As the employees are mature adults who receive compensation for their work, there is no
need to praise them for following instructions correctly. They will get awarded in the form
of their salary and maybe bonus if they meet the expectations of the boss. Praising them
for all the positive actions would be a waste of time and money. On the other hand, it is
essential for them to receive feedback and further training if they do not perform well
enough in certain aspects of their jobs. After all, helping them to learn how to do the job
correctly and efficiently is the main purpose of their training.
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In conclusion, there is no such thing as a universally applicable “best way of teaching”.
Teachers and trainers have to decide when and how to provide feedback to students
according to the ages of students and the learning contexts.

25.Governments should offer college and university education free of charge to all
students.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

26.The luxuries and conveniences of contemporary life prevent people from developing
into truly strong and independent individuals.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

HEB'E

The modern society has been blessed and cursed at the same time by a wide range of
luxuries and conveniences made possible by advanced technologies. Whether people
can remain strong and independent, physically and spiritually, while enjoying the luxurious
and convenient goods or services depends on the attitudes we hold towards them. More
specifically, it depends on whether we would allow the luxuries and conveniences to take
over our lives. | would like to illustrate my point with the example of automobiles.

Automobiles can help us become strong and independent individuals as the technology
significantly extend the physical space that we can reach in a small amount of time,



thereby offering us a greater number of opportunities to explore the world and realize our
potential. Consider a single mother of three children living in a poor neighborhood in the
inner city. Without a car, she can barely find a job within walking distance. In the
neighborhood filled with muggers and meth labs, she could not even walk safely on the
street, not to mention bring along her children. But with a car, she can commute to a
decent-paid job in a town 20 kilometers away and drop her children to a kindergarten
along the way. The car not only provides her convenience of travelling around. It also
empowers her economically and socially.

On the other hand, the widespread use of automobiles also has the potential to deprive
the modern people of the opportunities of regular physical exercises and becoming
physically strong and independent. As more people enjoy the convenience of riding cars,
we adopt a sedentary lifestyle for travelling and commuting, causing a lack of physical
exercises. Researches on people’s lifestyle have confirmed that the use of vehicles has
significant impact on the amount of exercises, which in turn lead to medical problems such
as obesity and high blood pressure. More worrisome is the tendency that, once we get
used to travelling by cars, we become so lazy that we drive to places within walking
distance. Such laziness, or the lack of willpower to exercise our physical bodies, is a
major consequence of modern conveniences and automobiles are merely a tip of the
iceberg.

Finally, people from upper-middle classes often rely on luxuries to tell others they are rich,
thereby confusing the extrinsic value of material goods from the intrinsic value of their own
lives. The entire market of luxurious vehicles, for example, is based on the premise that
owning luxurious cars is a symbol of wealth and power. By driving such cars, the car
owners can easily tell the world that they can afford such luxuries and attract other people
who are interested in such wealth and power to connect with them. But as people devote
themselves to their careers in order to earn luxurious cars or other expensive but not
always necessary items, they may fail to pursue the things in life that really make them
strong and independent such as good friends and quality family relationships.
Researchers have found that a proper work-life balance is crucial for healthy family
relationships, which in turn are vital for personal development of strength and
independence at societal and spiritual levels.

In conclusion, as my extended example of automobiles suggests, luxuries and
conveniences can help us become economically strong and independent if we use them
to gain more opportunities for empowerment. On the other hand, they may prevent us
from developing our physical strength and spiritual independence.



27. In any field of inquiry, the beginner is more likely than the expert to make important
contributions.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

VANR(ER:

In any field of inquiry, the experts always have better chance than the beginners to make
important contributions. This is because the experts have developed better skills and
techniques, have more thorough knowledge of the field and have access to different
resources necessary for making any contribution.

To begin with, the experts, by definition, are well-trained with the skills and techniques that
are necessary for making contribution to a field. For example, in the field of computer
science, the technique of building sophisticate mathematical models is essential.

Usually, experts in computer science have more experience of building math models and
revising them when the results are not ideal. Also important is developing the programs
to implement the math models. Itis true that beginners may be more energetic and can
program faster than the experts. But the experts are often better skilled in debugging the
programs and optimizing the algorithms. As illustrated in this example, experts who are
more skillful in performing essential tasks in a field have a better chance to make
contribution.

Another advantage of the experts is their thorough knowledge of the field. In most
academic disciplines, it is essential to review the literature before starting one’s own
research projects. Reviewing the literature can help one identify the gap of knowledge
that needs to be filled and choose the most appropriate methods that have been
successfully adopted in previous studies. With more time spent in the field, the experts
are usually much more familiar with the literature than the beginners. In fact, the real
experts are often the authors of some key articles in the literature. With their knowledge
of the literature and past accomplishments in the field, they can identify the really
important issues for inquiry and pursue the projects with better potential.

Finally, compared to the beginners, the experts have more resources in their disposal.
Experts usually get more funding from the governments or other foundations than
beginners because the experts had a record of successful projects that can predict their
future success of the next project. The funding agencies would more likely accept a
grant application from an expert based on the assumption that they are more likely to
succeed. In addition, experts are usually the leaders of a team in which beginners work



for them as PhD students or junior researchers. The team leaders usually take most of
the credit for the contribution of the teams.

In conclusion, thanks to their better skills and more thorough knowledge as well as more
resources available to them, the experts are in a better position to make important
contributions than beginners.

28. The surest indicator of a great nation is represented not by the achievements of its
rulers, artists, or scientists, but by the general welfare of its people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

ZISER:

To address the issue raised in the statement, it is important to clarify what it means to be a
great nation. | would consider a nation great if it has made positive impact to the
development of the contemporary world. Also, a nation that had contributed a great deal in
the history of mankind should also be counted as a historically great nation. Given this
understanding of greatness, | would first discuss why the general welfare of citizens is not
a good indicator; | will then discuss some examples of great nations in history and in
modern society to illustrate that the achievements of the elites are better indicators.

While there is no doubt that a nation where people enjoy high quality of life is admirable,
the general welfare of the people cannot serve as a reliable indicator of the greatness of a
nation. When the people have access to abundant material goods and quality education,
they will enjoy a high standard of living. But it does not follow that the nation would
necessarily play an important role in the international community. Maybe the nation is
endowed with rich natural resources. As a result, the government could afford generous
welfare programs that guarantee the quality of life of its citizens. Nevertheless, these
wealthy nations do not deserve the label “great nations” unless they have made some
substantial contribution to the world as a whole.

In modern society, great nations are often the nations where exceptional leaders in the
fields of politics, art and science had achieved great works that can benefit not just their
compatriots but the people all over the world. The theoretical physicists in the US who
were responsible for the early development of the Internet had made significant
contribution to the progress of Information society through their experiments of new
technologies. As a result of their works and the other scientists in the US, the nation has
become a great leader in information technologies and a great many people’s live have



been transformed. Meanwhile, the US is also considered a great nation as it has
produced a significant number of leading scientists who had been awarded Nobel
prizes. These scientists’ achievement had great impact on contemporary society as well
as future generations.

If we take a historical view, it is also clear that the achievements of the elites are the better
indicator of whether a nation was great. In most ancient societies, the ruling elite often
possess the majority of the land and the wealth. Consequently, with the huge income and
wealth gap, the general welfare of the people was relatively poor. But nations with
outstanding rulers, artists and scientists were still considered great as the achievements
of the elites were important for the historical development of the world. Without the
invention of paper by an anonymous group of Chinese scientists, for example, Europe
could not enjoy the abundant supply of cheap materials for writing and exchanging

ideas. Given its important contribution to the progress of the global civilization, it is
indisputable that ancient China was one of the greatest nations in the world history. As
this example clearly illustrates, the achievement of the elites can be used to better
indicate the historical greatness of a nation.

Overall speaking, people may disagree on what makes a great nation; as a result,
opinions over this issue may vary greatly among people. If the greatness can be defined
as a nation’s influence to the historical or contemporary development of the global society,
then the achievements of the elites can be used as reliable indicators to determine the
greatness of a nation. Meanwhile, the general welfare may not be a very useful indicator
because certain factors that are not related to the greatness of nations could be crucial in
determining the general welfare of people.

iﬁé o
— - e s SRS
HES SEITend :
PF
To address the issue raised in the statement, it is . itis ...
_ _ _ _ 3 1 B S M
important to clarify what it means to be a great nation. to ...
| would consider a nation great if it has made positive .
. FEMS
impact to the development of the contemporary world.
Also, a nation that had contributed a great deal in the
history of mankind should also be counted as a FEMS
historically great nation.
Given this understanding of greatness, | would first
discuss why the general welfare of citizens is not a good FT XA A
indicator; | will then discuss some examples of great FEH) NEHE J5 SCI
nations in history and in modern society to illustrate that TE 2 M A

the achievements of the elites are better indicators.



While there is no doubt that a nation where people enjoy
high quality of life is admirable, the general welfare of the
people cannot serve as a reliable indicator of the

greatness of a nation.

When the people have access to abundant material

goods and quality education, they will enjoy a high

standard of living.

But it does not follow that the nation would necessarily

play an important role in the international community.

Maybe the nation is endowed with rich natural resources.
As a result, the government could afford generous

welfare programs that guarantee the quality of life of its

citizens.

Nevertheless, these wealthy nations do not deserve the
label “great nations” unless they have made some

substantial contribution to the world as a whole.

In modern society, great nations are often the nations
where exceptional leaders in the fields of politics, art and
science had achieved great works that can benefit not

just their compatriots but the people all over the world.

The theoretical physicists in the US who were
responsible for the early development of the Internet had
made significant contribution to the progress of

Information society through their experiments of new

technologies.

As a result of their works and the other scientists in the
US, the nation has become a great leader in information

technologies and a great many people’s live have been

transformed.

Meanwhile, the US is also considered a great nation as it
has produced a significant number of leading scientists

who had been awarded Nobel prizes.

These scientists’ achievement had great impact on

contemporary society as well as future generations.
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If we take a historical view, it is also clear that the
achievements of the elites are the better indicator of

whether a nation was great.

In most ancient societies, the ruling elite often possess the

majority of the land and the wealth.

Consequently, with the huge income and wealth gap, the

general welfare of the people was relatively poor.

But nations with outstanding rulers, artists and scientists
were still considered great as the achievements of the
elites were important for the historical development of the

world.

Without the invention of paper by an anonymous group of
Chinese scientists, for example, Europe could not enjoy
the abundant supply of cheap materials for writing and

exchanging ideas.

Given its important contribution to the progress of the
global civilization, it is indisputable that ancient China was

one of the greatest nations in the world history.

As this example clearly illustrates, the achievement of the
elites can be used to better indicate the historical

greatness of a nation.

Overall speaking, people may disagree on what makes a
great nation; as a result, opinions over this issue may vary
greatly among people.

If the greatness can be defined as a nation’s influence to
the historical or contemporary development of the global
society, then the achievements of the elites can be used as

reliable indicators to determine the greatness of a nation.

Meanwhile, the general welfare may not be a very useful
indicator because certain factors that are not related to the
greatness of nations could be crucial in determining the

general welfare of people.
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positive actions and ignore negative ones.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

30.Teachers' salaries should be based on their students' academic performance.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

INTEHEYA

As the modern society becomes increasingly dependent on a skilled and knowledgeable
workforce, it is proposed that, to encourage teachers to pursue teaching excellence, their
salaries should be determined according to the academic performance of their students.
| strongly disagree with this proposal as this policy will lead to serious wash back effects
on teaching and prevent the students from developing in a well-rounded manner. In
addition, the policy is not unfair to teachers who cannot control all the factors that
influence students’ academic performance.
TPRAeVRE & fehiA ARE AL T se B & s B 1) X2 — MR RGA R &
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If the teachers receive their salaries based on their students’ scores in the exams, it is
likely that teachers will focus primarily on preparing students for the high-stake exams. It
is well-known that test preparation often has negative wash back effects on learning and
teaching. For example, language teachers who are under pressure to help students
pass certain tests stipulated by governments often focus narrowly on the skills and
techniques that are important for doing well in the tests but ignore students’ needs to learn
the language in a more creative and enjoyable way. Maybe in the short term, such policy
can improve students’ performance to some extent. But in the long term, students will lose
interest in learning due to the exam-oriented pedagogical approaches.
ABFEI B HRE DN BRAENER M RET 2701 HRAREN &
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Another problem with the proposed policy is that it forces teachers to promote academic
excellence among students as the only goal for education. While doing well academically
is certainly a worthy objective for students to pursue, education is more than performing
well academically. There are other important goals that teachers and students should try
to achieve in schools. Among other things, students should try to develop their
leadership skills and build a strong sense of citizenship through a wide range of
extracurricular activities. If teachers are paid according to students’ academic



performance, all learning and teaching activities will inevitably be driven by academic
studies, leading to the lack of attention to other important aspects of development of
students.

R S — D HE 2 TR

6 H HOF oA B b DL A R B

Some people may argue that this policy will create financial incentives for teachers to
work harder to help students do well in school and tests. While this may be true for some
teachers and some students, it is important to bear in mind that students’ academic
performance is often affected by a wide range of factors. For example, studies have
shown that students from middle-class families tend to perform better than those from
lower socioeconomic classes. The income and education level of parents, while certainly
influencing students’ academic performance, are not something that teachers can control.
Therefore, it is not fair to penalize teachers who may make a lot of efforts teaching the
students who cannot do well in schools for other reasons.

Fi5 4 be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could be
used to challenge your position. /&4 5 i
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In conclusion, | do not think students and teachers will benefit from a salary scheme
primarily based on academic performance of students as the policy will produce negative
wash back effects on teaching and learning and harm the overall, balanced development
of students. It is also not clear that this policy will motivate teachers to work harder as
there are many factors influencing academic performance are beyond the control of
teachers.
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TS: | do not believe that teachers’ compensation should be based on the performance of
their students because the policy would destablize the income of the teachers and force
the teachers to leave the profession. To address these two concerns, the teachers
should be paid based on their workload and the market price of their talents and skills.
To promote the quality of teaching, teachers may be awarded bonus and promoted to
more senior ranks based on the academic performance of their students.

tsl: Teachers should be paid their salaries based on their workload rather than students’
performance so that they can expect a relatively stable income which is essential for their
morale and dignity.

- students’ academic performance is influenced by many factors that are beyond the
control of the teachers

(parents, intelligence, attitude, difficulty of the exams)

- as a result, the performance often fluctuates over the semesters

- it is not fair to punish teachers with lower salaries when the performance is poor due to
other factors or reward the teachers the other way around

- teachers are professionals who need to raise their families with stable income



- therefore, they should be paid based on their workload

ts2: The compensation schemes for teachers should also take into account what the
teachers may get paid if they take jobs in a different industry in order to attract and keep
talents in education.

- if their salaries are subject to the performance that they could not fully control, they may
consider other careers in other fields

- in fact, the competition for talents from other industries is always real

- language teachers may be hired by newspaper and publishing companies

- math and science teachers may take up jobs in technology companies

- therefore, they should be paid based on the market prices of their talents and skills

- otherwise, the teaching profession may suffer from brain drain

ts3: To motivate the teachers, extra bonus and promotion opportunities should be linked
to the academic performance of the students.

- some people may argue that teachers should be provided incentive to improve students’
academic performance

- it is true that teachers can somehow influence their students’ performance by improving
the quality of their teaching

- some other financial rewards such as bonus and promotion opportunities may be offered
- the extra benefits could be useful for teachers to make the extra efforts without hurting
the turnover of teachers

31. Society should make efforts to save endangered species only if the potential extinction
of those species is the result of human activities.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible
consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.

B

Since the industrialisation of human society, a great number of animal and plant species
have been threatened by the human activities such as logging, construction of dams and
manufacturing. Some efforts have been made to preserve the endangered species
around the world but given the limited resources some argue that we should focus on
those species that may become extinct as a result of human activities and let it go for
species that will not survive due to the changes of natural environment. In my opinion,
this proposed criterion cannot be practically used to decide on what species we should
focus our preservation efforts. Therefore, we should use advanced genetic technology
to build a gene bank for all endangered species and devote more resources to saving
those species that carry practical or scientific value.



It is difficult to apply the proposed criterion for selectively saving endangered species in
practice. If this criterion were adopted as part of the policy, the government agencies
and the scientists would have a hard time to decide whether or not the potential extinction
of certain species is due to human activities or not. As we all know, the excessive
generation of greenhouse gas such as carbon dioxide has led to global climate changes
which has impact the livelihood of all living organisms on earth. So broadly speaking
extinction of any species is in one way or another related to human activities. It may take
a whole team of biologist, anthropologists, mathematicians, geologists to work out the
extent to which the potential extinction of a given species results from human activities.

It would be more reasonable to use the resources directly to save the endangered species
instead of engaging in some complex factor analyses.

Moreover, another reason against the proposed policy is that new technologies have
made it possible for scientists to build a gene bank to preserve all the endangered species
in a rather inexpensive way. Specifically, efforts have been made to collect the genes of
the endangered species and store the genes in freezing conditions. For endangered
plant species, the seeds of the species can be dried and freezed at a temperature typical
of winter and may be thawed and regrown when necessary. For animal species, the
preservation efforts involve storing sperms and eggs in zoological freezers. With the
further development of genetic technologies, it is anticipated that the costs of building
gene banks will decline over time. Therefore, there is no need to select some
endangered species for preservation and give up others.

Finally, the proposed policy fails to take into account the potential value of the different
species for humanity. Some species have great potential to produce substance with
important pharmaceutical value and should be preserved with great efforts. Other
species may lead to further insights about the biology of certain plant or animal groups
and help us solve important problems in biology and other scientific fields. Such species
should also be saved. The species with great value may not meet with the criterion set
out in the proposed policy and implementing the policy may lead to the extinction of the
valuable species.

In conclusion, it is unfortunate that human society has flourished in the expense of the
livelihood of many other animal and plant species. Since the impact of human activities
on the environment is profound and global, it is not feasible to distinguish species near
extinction due to human activities from those near natural extinction. We may build a
large and inclusive gene bank to preserve all endangered species. Meanwhile, efforts
should be focused on those species with greater practical or scientific value rather than
those species whose extinction were caused by human activities.



that field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

33. As we acquire more knowledge, things do not become more comprehensible, but
more complex and mysterious.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

109. Some people believe that scientific discoveries have given us a much better
understanding of the world around us. Others believe that science has revealed to us that
the world is infinitely more complex than we ever realised.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.
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Do advances in scientific researches help us better understand the world we live in? Or
are we increasingly perplexed by the new scientific knowledge constructed by the
research community? The answers to these questions would depend on which groups of
people we are talking about here. For the general public, science has provided solutions
and resolved puzzles about the world we live in and enabled us to understand events in
the world with confidence. For the scientific researchers, however, science is far less
certain and settled, creating more complex puzzles than anyone can possibly solve
completely.
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There is no doubt that science has offered plausible explanations to many phenomena
and events which used to confuse and intimidated people in the past. Take germ theory
for example. Before the advent of germ theory, human beings did not understand why



they got sick and often came up with bizarre theories and treatments which did more harm
than good. Germ theory has greatly advanced our understanding of how and why people
caught different diseases and more effective therapies had been developed as a result.
Likewise, the discovery of relativity theories have enabled human beings to better
understand how mass can be converted to nuclear energy. Such insights not only
helped us to learn more about how energy was generated in the sun. They also created
new opportunities for us to harness nuclear energy.
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In addition to natural science, social sciences also brought the public many new
knowledge about how the society worked. Microeconomic theories, for example, have
been developed to explain and predict human behaviours in a wide range of contexts.
Through the quantitative analysis of a large amount of data about drivers’ behaviours
before and after the introduction seatbelt laws, economists have learned that while
seatbelt laws may provided extra protection for drivers and passengers, more pedestrians
had been killed as drivers tended to drive less cautiously with the protection of seat belts.
Such insights from social science carry important implications for the relevant social and
legal policies and contributed to our understanding of the society.
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While theoretical insights from both natural and social sciences have greatly advanced the
public understanding of the natural world and the human society, the frontier researchers
in sciences are far less certain about the world as they know it. When it comes to the
cutting-edge research areas, the well-established theories may not be very useful in
explaining the empirical observations. For example, theoretical physicists have long
struggled to unify the theory of general relativity that offers elegant explanation for the
world at the macro level with the theory of quantum mechanics that is more applicable to
the micro world. Economists also find it difficult to explain why free markets could fail
soundly to rescue the developed world from periodic financial crisis and why less liberal
economies such as China seem to be more robust than its more democratic counterparts
like India. To explain the empirical observations that may challenge the existing theories,
scientists have to search for new theories constantly and be prepared to be challenged
with even more empirical data.
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In conclusion, as members of the general public, we are lucky to live in this scientifically
and technologically advanced world where most phenomena can be adequately explained
by experts in the respective scientific fields. But members of the scientific research
community have a long way to go for developing a set of comprehensive theories that can
settle most, if not all, puzzles in the world.



34. In any situation, progress requires discussion among people who have contrasting
points of view. A

@
Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.
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49) Claim: We can usually learn much more from people whose views we share than from
those whose views contradict our own.

Reason: Disagreement can cause stress and inhibit learning.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

76) We can usually learn much more from people whose views we share than from people
whose views contradict our own.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

118) We can learn much more from people whose views we share than from people
whose views contradict our own.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.
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49) Claim: We can usually learn much more from people whose views we share than from
those whose views contradict our own.

Reason: Disagreement can cause stress and inhibit learning.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

7~Y8: Whether the claim and the reason hold true or not depends on the specific contexts
of the discussion. When it comes to issues in science and research, talking with people
from different POVs (points of view) can promote learning as we can more critically
examine our methods and data with their input. It is also important to discuss political
issues with people holding contrasting opinions as we may learn how other stakeholders
think about the problems. Nevertheless, discussing religious matters with people from
different backgrounds often leads to more disagreement, confrontation and
embarrassment as people seldom change their religious beliefs that are at the core of
their identities.

In the context of science and research, we can learn more from people holding different
views as discussing with them forces us to examine more critically our own methods and
data. Consider a researcher in applied linguistics who concludes that learning
vocabulary by memorizing word lists is an effective method based on a single case study
of a Chinese student preparing for GRE tests. He may benefit from presenting his study
in a conference and answering questions from his colleagues who may challenge the
validity of the single case study approach. By exploring the advantages and
disadvantages of the method, the researcher can learn a great deal from his colleagues
about different methods that can be used to study this issue. He can also learn from
people who may question the reliability of the data he collected and improve his future
studies regarding data collection. Such learning opportunities are not possible if the
researcher only presents his/her study to people who agree with him/her.

When it comes to political debate, holding a conversation with people from different
backgrounds may also help us to learn how other stakeholders view the issues and reach
consensus as a society. An advocate for gay and lesbian marriage, for example, can be
enlightened through a dialogue with more conservative people who believe that rights to
marriage should be reserved for heterosexual couples. The advocate will learn that
people who oppose gay and lesbian marriage may have been motivated by some beliefs
that are deeply rooted in their lack of interaction with people with different sexual
orientations. Through such communication, people from both sides will realize that
disagreement can be better understood and handled by promoting mutual respect.
Again, people from both sides would miss valuable learning opportunities if they only
discuss such matters with friends sharing their views.



As the above two examples clearly illustrate, the claim and the reason do not hold true so
long as people can have a rational and peaceful discussion despite their different points of
view. Nevertheless, such discussion should be avoided on more sensitive topics where
people may become more emotionally charged. Consider a conversation between an
atheist and a devout Christian. The Christian may maintain that the Bible is the main
source of truth and wisdom as it was written with inspiration from God. On the other hand,
the atheist may ask for concrete evidence about certain claims made in the Bible about
Jesus. Such conversation may easily turn into an emotional and irrational conflict as
both sides could not hold a rational and peaceful discussion on such a sensitive topic. In
cases like this, little can be learned through such discussion as disagreement will likely to
cause stress and rule out any possibility of learning.

In conclusion, | believe that people can learn more from communicating with people
holding different viewpoints in various contexts so long as they can remain calm and
reasonable throughout the conversations. Nevertheless, for certain sensitive topics, it is
better to avoid such discussion which can often lead to stress and inhibit learning.

79) Claim: The best test of an argument is its ability to convince someone with an
opposing viewpoint.

Reason: Only by being forced to defend an idea against the doubts and contrasting views
of others does one really discover the value of that idea.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

146) The best test of an argument is the argument's ability to convince someone with an
opposing viewpoint.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.
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Whether or not the proposed test of an argument is the most useful depends on which
aspects of the argument that the opponents challenge. As we know, an opponent may
challenge the premise, the evidence and the reasoning process of an argument. | think
an argument can be best tested through convincing the opponents who cast doubts on the
evidence and the reasoning process. Nevertheless, if the opponents do not agree with
the basic premise of an argument, it would be fruitless to try to convince them. I'll explain



my position with more concrete examples as follows.

Let's first consider the argument that gays and lesbians should have the right to get
married. The argument may consist of the following premise, evidence and reasoning
process. It may be first assumed that people with different sexual orientations should
enjoy equal rights including rights of marriage so long as giving them such rights would
not harm other people. Next, evidence about gay and lesbian couples getting married
does not hurt anyone but may bring benefits to the society can then be presented. Finally,
the conclusion that gay and lesbians couples should be allowed to marry can be reached
by considering the evidence and the premise.

Suppose someone challenges the evidence that homosexual marriage do not harm the
society. To try to convince such opponents, one has to provide all the evidence
suggesting that few people suffer from the marriages of homosexual couples. One can
even provide evidence to suggest that homosexual weddings will boost the economy by
stimulating consumption. Such evidence will be scrutinized critically in the process of
trying to persuade the opponents. Weaker evidence will be identified and replaced by
stronger evidence, thereby strengthening the argument. In other words, the statement
holds true for opponents who question the evidence of an argument.

What if the opponents question the reasoning process of an argument? The process of
walking through the reasoning of an argument with the opponents may also help both the
proponents and opponents of an argument to better understand how the evidence can be
used to support the conclusion. The opponents of homosexual marriages may, for
example, ask why the couples should be allowed to marry as long as doing so does not
hurt others. The advocate may respond by pointing out that the basic assumption has
been made that anyone should have the right to do anything if such behavior does not
bring any harm to other members of the society. The strength of such a test can be seen
from the fact that convincing the opponents often forces the proponents to make certain
implicitly made assumptions explicit.

Nevertheless, the proposed test of arguments would be useless if the opponents question
the basic assumptions made in the arguments. Suppose the opponents of homosexual
marriages do not agree that people with different sexual orientations should enjoy the
same legal rights. Or they find the idea of homosexual marriages intrinsically wrong
regardless of whether the marriages may bring damage to the society. In cases like
these, it would be pointless to try to convince them about the argument as they do not
even accept the premise of the argument.

In conclusion, through examining some hypothetical scenarios about the argument for
homosexual marriages, it is demonstrated that the proposed test for arguments can be
very helpful when the opponents challenge the evidence and the reasoning process of the
arguments but may be of limited value when the opponents simply reject the basic
premises of the arguments.



they are unlikely to succeed.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible
consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.

36.Governments should not fund any scientific research whose consequences are
unclear.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

JE 3 : Government funding is a major source of financial support that scientific researchers
around the world rely on for doing their research projects. For projects that do not have
clearly anticipated consequences, whether the governments should provide the funding
depends on the specific nature of the research. For those projects that may lead to
commercial applications or ethical crisis, the government should not spend taxpayers’
money on them. But for those theoretical research projects with no clear practical value,
government support is essential.

The government should refrain from supporting the projects that may lead to commercially
valuable technologies or findings. Such projects should be funded by the corporations
which have better knowledge about the potential markets of the research results and can
do better jobs to manage the risk. For example, the research projects on driverless
vehicles have great potential to revolutionize the automobile industry. But the
consequences of such projects in terms of financial success are far from clear. The
government should stay away from such projects because private corporations such as
Google have more experiences and resources to manage such projects. And it is not fair
for the taxpayers to bear the potential loss of the projects which can be very costly.
Projects like this should be left to the private sector to invest in while guided by the
invisible hand of the market.

On the other hand, taxpayers’ money should not be spent on the research projects that
may lead to ethically controversial results. Take the human cloning project for example.
With the successful cloning of sheep, the technology for cloning human beings is on the
horizon. While such technology may have huge potential for applications in different
contexts such as biology and health care, the government should not support the research



projects involving cloning human beings because of the ethical controversies related to
such research. In a short essay like this, there is no space for me to discuss the ethical
issues in great details. But it is clear that the government should not provide financial
support for such projects before the ethical issues are resolved.

Nevertheless, for theoretically oriented research project whose consequences are difficult
to predict, the government should provided financial support to ensure efforts and money
are devoted to such projects. Take the research projects on pure mathematics for
example. For more than a century, a great many mathematicians have been working on
Riemann hypothesis regarding the patterns of prime numbers. Until the recent
development of online e-commerce and the growing demand for online security, however,
the importance of such research was not fully understood. Without the full appreciation
of the consequences of the research on Riemann hypothesis in terms of practical
applications, the private sector may have little incentive to support the researchers in this
area. Inresearch areas like this, government support is essential.

In conclusion, given the scarcity of government funding, the research projects that can
attract support from the private sector or those that may be ethically problematic should
not receive support from the government. Nevertheless, the government should be
generous in supporting the theoretically important research projects whose consequences
cannot be predicted.

37.Society should identify those children who have special talents and provide training for
them at an early age to develop their talents.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

JuX: Society should identify those children who have special talents and provide training
for them at an early age to develop their talents in mathematics and science as well as
artistic, but not in linguistics.

In mathematics and science, society can identify those children who have special talents
by competitions and should provide them with special training because the children may
contribute to the fields greatly. £ 2= fEl -G08 iE it e 2 10 7 Uk R A R+, &1
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In artistic, society can also identify the gifted children by artistic competitions or programs,
and should provide them with special training because the child stars have social value. 2
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In linguistics, however, there is no need to train the gifted children because languages are
used to communicate with others so that the gifted children can learn the languages in
their daily life.ifs & J& T4 21, AEMAET SMASZR, 110 LE 115 F 2T IR A L
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From time to time, exceptional children with special gifts were born and the society has to
think about what to do with these children who have the potential to become very useful
members of the society. | believe that resources should be devoted to identifying
talented children in math and science and provide tailor-made training for them to fully
realize their potential. Despite the popularity of such practices, however, identifying and
training children with athletic talents for competition are ethically problematic.

For children with special talents in mathematics, it is often quite easy to identify and
special training should be provided. Take Terrence Tao, a Fields Medal winning
mathematician, for example. Tao was recognized as a genius when he taught his
5-year-old buddies to spell and add numbers as a 2-year-old. Given his talents in math,
the regular school curriculum could not meet his educational needs. His parents made
the special arrangements for him to skip grades and started taking college-level math
courses as 11-year-old.  For gifted children like Terry, although very rare, it is important
for the society to recognize them and train them in the ways they need to fully develop
their talents.

Likewise, for children with talents in science, special training and opportunities for doing
research are essential for their growth. Consider the story of Eva Vertes, who became
interested in research on cancer as a 10-year-old when reading a book on the topic. As
a high school student, she wrote to a professor in a local university and had the
opportunities to do some researches on cancer in his lab. The kinds of training provided
in the form of working with more senior researchers in a lab turned out to be critical for the
development of Vertes as a biomedical scientist. The example clearly illustrates the
importance of identification and training for children and teenagers talented in sciences.

Nevertheless, for children talented in sports, it is ethically problematic to identify and train
them at an early age. Nowadays, in certain fields such as gymnastic and diving, children
as young as 3 years old in China were sent to training schools to practice basic skills and
techniques with the hope that they may win a gold medal in Olympics Games ten years
later. Such systematic training of a large number of children for the competitive sports
raises some serious ethical issues. For one thing, the children may be forced to receive
rigorous training against their wills.  In addition, among the many children receiving the
training, only very few eventually won medals in national and international sports events.



For many, despite their talents and hard work, the benefits from the training are not
obvious.

In conclusion, | believe that this statement holds true for children with talents in math and
science. As for children gifted in sports, identifying and training them at early stages are
not always ethically acceptable or beneficial for their long-term development.

I was reading a book "Gifted Lives" talking about the experiences of gifted people. One point
the author made is that gifted children are often good at many different things. One example was
Jeremy who had to decide whether to pursue a career in music or in medicine. | think this insight
is relevant to this issue here. We may argue that it is a bad idea to provide early training because
it narrows down the children's future careers too early. One could have become a very successful
scientist if he were not trained to become a pianist, for example. Of course, one can also argue
that such specialized training can help solve the problem of too many choices that gifted children
often have to face.

The larger point | want to make is that to tackle issues in GRE writing, it is often helpful, if not
necessary, to do a bit research on a given topic.  After all, the test is about how well educated one
is at college level. Presumably the more widely read you are, the more educated you look like.

38. It is primarily through our identification with social groups that we define ourselves.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Ju3: For all human beings, identity is a complex and perplexing issue. Some argues that,
to answer the question “Who am 1?”, we have to identify with different social groups.
While | agree that we need to participate in different social communities in order to
construct our identities, interacting with our parents, partners and children in private
relationships is also an essential aspect of our identities.

One important identity marker is our nationality or citizenship. Although our nationality
was determined at the time we were born, we have to participate in a number of specific
social activities in order to express our identities as a citizen of a particular nation. One
obvious thing is to speak the national language shared by all the people from that nation.
Through speaking the language fluently and write in that language competently we
immediately identify ourselves with all the other fellow citizens of the nation. In addition,
we also support the Constitution of our nation and participate in the democratic processes
such as electing the president and the Congressmen. Such political acts we engaged in
with other fellow citizens also define us as a member of the nation.



At institutional level, we also define ourselves through getting involved in activities as part
of different communities. As university students, for example, we have to take courses at
university level and complete assignments given by university professors. The
educational experiences at college level help us develop skills that only university
students would have the opportunities to learn, e.g. conducting original researches based
on library materials and field works. Furthermore, we also specialize in specific
disciplines, e.g. economics or electrical engineering. The methodologies and theories
unigue to a particular discipline also enable us to look at the world from a particular
perspective and our training in our major fields defines who we are as a researcher.

Nevertheless, our identities are more complex than our memberships of different social
groups. We also define ourselves through intimate and private relationships with our
family members. When interacting with our parents, our partners and our children, we do
not always follow any rules prescribed by any social groups and we do not need to
perform in a way to meet the expectations of the larger community. In the private
domains of family, we have more space to express ourselves liberally without worrying
about being stigmatised by any social groups. The good time we spent with our families,
the good food we shared and the emotional joy and pain we brought to one another all
define who we are as private individuals. It is fortunate that despite the different roles we
have to play in society, we can still enjoy and celebrate our true selves with our family
members who are willing to accept who we are regardless of any social rules.

Overall speaking, it is reasonable to claim that we define ourselves primarily through
participating in different communities or social groups while playing different roles
following the prescribed rules. Nevertheless, we still have the opportunities to define
ourselves through building satisfying relationships with our family members for whom we
may enjoy the freedom to be whoever we want to be.

than the courses that seem most likely to lead to jobs.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.



40. Claim: When planning courses, educators should take into account the interests and
suggestions of their students.

Reason: Students are more motivated to learn when they are interested in what they are
studying.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

47) Educators should find out what students want included in the curriculum and then offer
it to them.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

90) Educators should take students' interests into account when planning the content of
the courses they teach.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

ST HIE
required courses

why not

- certain materials are important

- certain materials may become more interesting after some exposure to it
elective courses

attract more students to different field

Students’ interests in different topics and contents are an important issue that course
planners need to consider. Whether this factor should be taken into account to
determine the content of the courses depends on whether the course is a requirement for
students pursuing their majors or an elective course designed to broaden students’
horizon. | will first explain two reasons why required courses should be designed without



regard to students’ interests. Afterwards, | would discuss why the statement holds true
for elective courses.

The first reason why required courses often include materials students are not interested
in is that such materials are essential for students’ current and future academic studies.
Take the introductory Calculus course | took as a freshman for example. In the course,
the professor introduced Matlab as a programming tool for performing advanced math
calculations. Without prior background in programming, most students found the
materials boring and difficult. Following the logic of the statement, the professor should
not have included Matlab programming in the course because students would not be
interested in the topic. Nevertheless, learning how to use Matlab as a tool to solve
advanced math problems is an essential technique not just for this course on Calculus but
for many other courses in science and engineering that students need to take in the near
future. Therefore, the topic has to be treated at a considerable length despite the lack of
interests of the students.

In addition, the interests of students on a certain topic may change dramatically after
some exposure to it.  This is the second reason why course planners should not exclude
certain topics simply because students are not interested at the beginning. In the
Calculus course | took, after spending some time learning how to program in Matlab, my
classmates and | had gradually realized the power of Matlab in solving math problems
numerically. We were particularly impressed with the visualization of an abstract math
problem made possible by some programs written in Matlab. Towards the end of course,
most of us became increasingly interested in Matlab as a useful tool for solving math and
engineering problems. As this example clearly illustrates, it often takes some time for
students to develop their interests on certain topics that seemed to be boring at the
beginning. Therefore, course planners should not give up such topics too early.

On the other hand, when designing elective courses, students’ interests should be a
decisive factor. As we know, unlike required courses for students’ major field of study,
elective courses are offered with the belief that students should take different courses
outside their major fields to receive a more well-rounded education. Such courses are
often standalone without close links to more advanced courses on the same topics.
Therefore, the course planners can be more flexible in choosing what topics to cover in
such introductory courses. For example, in the course “Physics and Society”, an elective
course | took in my sophomore year, the professor covered a wide range of topics from
global warming to nuclear energy that most students found appealing and relevant. Due
to its interesting topics, this course had become one of the most popular courses among
non-physics majors when | was in college. Indeed, this is another reason why elective
courses have to present materials that are interesting— they have to attract students who
have many options when choosing elective courses.



In conclusion, student’s interests should be taken into account when determining the
content of elective courses that are offered to broaden students’ horizons. But for
required courses that prepare students for more advanced training in a given field, the
course contents should be designed based on students’ needs rather than interests.
Nevertheless, students may develop their interests on certain topics after some exposure
to the topics despite their initial lack of interests.

41.The greatness of individuals can be decided only by those who live after them, not by
their contemporaries.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

JE€3C: In human history great figures have been celebrated for their extraordinary
achievements in various fields such as politics, sports, science and literature. Some
people argue that it is difficult to assess the greatness of contemporary individuals due to
the bias and near-sightedness that often cloud our judgment. In other words, greatness
can only be determined from a historical perspective. | agree with this position as far as
political leaders and writers are concerned. Nevertheless, in the fields of science and
sports, greatness of scientists and athletes can be clearly recognized by their
contemporaries.

In the field of politics, it is often difficult to assess the greatness of a leader until the
individual has passed away for at least 50 years. For one thing, people who are
contemporaries of the political leaders often make their judgment under the heavy
influence of their own political positions. Neither republicans or democrats, for example,
could evaluate the accomplishments of a contemporary US president without their
partisan bias. In addition, we have to wait for a number of decades to see the long-term
effects of some of the decisions or policies a political leader made and then assess his/her
greatness accordingly. Richard Nixon was often remembered for his watergate scandal
and subsequent disgraceful resignation. Yet, with the benefits of hindsight, we may better
understand the significance of his 1972 visit to the Communist China in maintaining world
peace in late 20th century.

In the field of literature, despite the annual selection of outstanding authors for Nobel prize
award, the greatness of authors can only be properly understood by people living after
them. One reason is that modern literature is often closely related to politics in such a
way that contemporary critics cannot often review literary works without any ideological
bias. The 2000 Nobel prize-winning author Gao Xingjian, for example, was criticised by



Chinese government for writing politically offensive novels and plays. Is Gao a truly
great writer? To answer this question we may have to wait for 100 years and see if future
generations still find his work interesting and relevant. Indeed, the best way to tell
whether a literary work is great or not is to see if it can survive the test of time.
Consequently, the greatness of authors has to be probed from a historical perspective.

While great political leaders and authors may be difficult to be recognized by their
contemporaries, scientists and athletes can accomplish something that is truly
extraordinary. Since scientific theories can often be applied to develop useful
engineering solutions, its impact on contemporary human society can often be properly
assessed. For example, the theory of relativity developed by Albert Einstein has been
used to harness nuclear energy which has become a crucial power source for many
countries around the world. The atomic bombs developed based on his theory have also
been used to end the bloody World War Il.  Meanwhile, the greatness of elite athletes is
also indisputable. Michael Phelps who won over 8 gold medals in Beijing Olympics is
clearly a genius in swimming. Even if his accomplishment may be surpassed by another
genius athlete someday in future, no one can deny he is still one of the greatest athletes in
human history.

Overall speaking, whether this statement is true or not depends on which fields we are
talking about. In areas such as political leadership and literature, the test of time is
probably the most accurate assessment for greatness of individuals. In fields such as
science and sports, accomplishments of great figures can be easily determined by their
contemporaries.



42.Students should always question what they are taught instead of accepting it
passively.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

S

TS: Whether the statement holds true depends on the nature of what is being taught.
When students are taught the facts and methods that have been generally accepted, they
should not question them until they master the knowledge. They should, however,
challenge the legitimacy of the values taught in schools in order to avoid being
brainwashed.

tsl: facts presented in the classrooms should be accepted passively in order to study
efficiently

- facts are usually verified by researchers scientifically

- for example- the fact that the numbers that are divisible by 3 always have the sum of
their digits divisible by 3

- this fact can be proved mathematically

- the fact should be memorized and used in doing math (questioning it is pointless)
ts2: methods taught to solve problems should not be questioned either

- for example, Riemann hypothesis has not been proved

- but the hypothesis has been used to solve many problems before

- efforts should be made to understand the methods and practice using them

- no need to question them as students

- may question it later as researchers
ts3: values and ideologies taught in schools should be questioned to avoid being
brainwashed

- some US schools taught abstinence as the best method to prevent pregnancy

- such biased messages should be questioned

- http://thinkprogress.org/health/ ... ancy-sex-education/



43.The increasingly rapid pace of life today causes more problems than it solves.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

S

| strongly agree that the increasing pace of life creates more problems than it solves in our
technology-driven society. | will illustrate my position with examples about transportation,
communication, and diet .
With the advent of private cars, people in modern society have live their lives in the fast
track

- commute and travel by cars - faster, more convenient and comfortable

- problems: car accidents, road rage, sendentary lifestyles (obesity, high blood
pressure)

- more problems: income gap; isolated from others on the road; inequality
With the advent of digital computers and the Internet, people can communicate more
rapidly but the new technology often causes more problems.

- email saves time and improves efficiency (solve some problems)

- but people write faster without thinking carefully

- email becomes a burden for many people

- security is a big issue as well
Fast food is another consequence of the rapid pace of life

- it solves the problem of time shortage (grab a hamburger to go)

- but fast food is junk food (too greasy; too much calorie)

- no time to spend with family (dinner time used to family time)
Z A5
In modern society that is heavily industrialized and globalized, the rapid pace of life has
solved many problems in areas such as public transportation and emergency response.
While some people may argue that the rapid pace of life has stressed out people and led
to public health issues, many people have learned to manage the problems by taking
vacations and planning early retirements.
tsl: The rapid pace of life has enabled people to enjoy efficient public transportation that is
essential for everyday activities. X5 HAEVE T ZPUEIRAT] L2 ma i ARy A
[ Gl A S i
X B R AR A A LA (1, AT DL — T &R A R R 55 L S v R s AR
te it iPhone AL E A ARAT HMEHRENR 55 %6 5%
ts2: With the fast lifestyles, the society can also respond to emergencies promptly through
the fire services, the police and the hospitals. X FL DLk HEZE AN =57 Ry g H ety
Z& A LA AL S PROd R B R DL DRI A AR fir 22 42
ts3: Despite the great pressure caused by the rapid pace of life threatening public health,
many people have learned to deal with the problems through vacations and early



retirements. ANRTTZAETE S AR ASLAERE R @, Landmas. EE. BRA%ES, HEAW
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44.Claim: It is no longer possible for a society to regard any living man or woman as a
hero.

Reason: The reputation of anyone who is subjected to media scrutiny will eventually be
diminished.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

44 T LI celebrity 43{E athletes politicians scientists =25 A KiTiE fEHHE R NER £4
BkE KoM HE B RANBEE M REA S 5 =R Ok 2 5 A R
PG AR XHFRIZEA claim 1 reason #F oL o155 =28 AR BT

84) It is no longer possible for a society to regard any living man or woman as a hero.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

With the development of the Internet and the social media, the private lives of
celebrities are being scrutinized and talked about by ordinary people all the time.
Therefore, it is argued that people can no longer regard the living celebrities as heroes
given so much information about their not so honorable private lives. | would agree that
this is indeed the case in the field of entertainment, sports and politics. Some people may
argue that celebrities with lifelong achievements in entertainments and sports may still be
regarded as heroes. But with the social media more interested in celebrities in their prime
time, the older celebrities would only receive much attention when they pass away.

| agree that it is no longer possible to consider celebrities in the fields of entertainment
and sports as heroes because they are often young and rich facing temptations in their
private lives. Consider the case of Tiger Woods, the heroic figure in professional golf.
While Woods was often regarded as the greatest contemporary golf player and a hero in
the field, his reputation was severely undermined after his scandal of extramarital affair.
Stories of fallen heroes who were young, talented and well-regarded are commonplace
because it was more difficult for them to discipline themselves when they could do
anything they like with the money and fame.

It is equally difficult, if not impossible, for people to idolize political leaders these days.
President Clinton was widely regarded as a competent leader of the US bringing great
economic prosperity to nation plagued by economic aftermath left by President Bush.
Yet, he was not a perfect man and made mistakes that gave opportunities to his political



enemies to exploit leading to the infamous scandal of Monica Lewinsky. Even if a majority
of Americans are willing to forgive Mr. Clinton’s misconduct, it is nearly impossible to
count him among the great US presidents such as Abraham Lincoln and John Kennedy.

Some people may challenge my argument by pointing out that older celebrities in these
fields may be regarded as heroes considering their lifelong achievements. Figures like
Robin Williams and Woody Allen, for example, may be considered heroes in the movie
industry in the light of their numerous accomplishments throughout their lives. This may
indeed be the case. But we need to bear in mind that, in today’s social media as well as
traditional media, attention is often given disproportionately to the celebrities in their prime
time. People are more interested in news and gossips about Jennifer Lawrence and Ellen
Page than the biographies of Mike Douglas or Steve Martin.

Given the limited space, | only address this issue with regard to the celebrities in fields
of entertainment, sports and politics. But the points | try to make may be applicable to
other fields as well: celebrities in their prime time often could neither resist the temptations
that arise from their fame and wealth nor avoid the attacks from their enemies; as a result,
it is difficult for them to be regarded as heroes; for the older celebrities with lifelong
accomplishments, they were often forgotten by the general public until the day they pass
away.

45.Competition for high grades seriously limits the quality of learning at all levels of
education.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

competition would not motivate students in primary school students to excel because
they do not understand the idea of competition and motivating them this way would create
unnecessary pressure for them

competing for high grades is essential for high school students who are inspired to get
into top universities

competition for high grades is detrimental to learning at college level as students should
learn to collaborate with their peers and solve problems creatively

Whether my own position aligns more closely to the advocates of competition or not
depends on the educational levels of the students



Tests and examinations are important instruments for assessment widely adopted in
most educational contexts. The debate remains unresolved as to whether or not
competition for good grades from the exams promotes or harms quality of learning. In
my opinion, while such competition is not helpful for children in elementary schools and
students in universities, it does provide important motivation for high school students
inspired to going to colleges.

In elementary schools, students are too young to fully understand the concept of
competition and too much emphasis on academic studies would stifle the development of
their creativity. The elementary schoolchildren just begin to learn the basic rules about
interacting with their schoolmates and teachers in the schools and their abilities to
understand more complex human relationships are rather limited. If they are taught to
compete for better grades, they may not be able to fully understand what competition
means and get confused about the whole process of learning in schools. In addition,
educational researchers believe that in elementary schools, children should spend more
time playing and experimenting with different ideas and objects in order to cultivate
creativity rather than memorizing and practicing for exams. Therefore, competition for
good grades is not helpful for improving learning quality.

Very different from young children in elementary schools, adult students in colleges and
universities do not benefit from competition for high grades for different reasons. At
college level, students need to develop skills and techniques that are important in the real
world, where people often collaborate in teams rather than work individually. To facilitate
collaboration and teamwork, students should be encouraged to help one another in their
courseworks and group projects instead of competing for high grades. The overall trend
in universities nowadays is that group projects are replacing exams as assessment
instruments because college professors have realized that cooperation in team rather
than competition for high grades is more important for improving learning.

While competition for grades is detrimental to students in elementary schools and
colleges, it is quite useful for motivating high school students to study hard and improve
their learning outcome. With the development of knowledge economy, it has been now
widely acknowledged that college education does make a difference in boosting people’s
income and quality of life. With more young people interested in going to colleges but
limited number of places and limited amount of financial aid available in the universities,
students have to demonstrate their academic potential through strong performance in
their high schools and standardized tests such as SAT and ACT. Competition for grades
within high schools and in national standardized tests can provide the motivation for the
students to work harder on their academic studies and increase their chances to get into
their dream schools for college education. This is particularly useful for high school
adolescents who have to deal with temptations such as party, sex and drug.

In conclusion, whether competition for grades harms or promotes quality of learning
depends on which groups of students we are talking about. For elementary
schoolchildren and college students, competition for grades is not very helpful; but for high
school students, they need the extra push from the competition to get into the universities.



student's field of study.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

it to them.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

48.Educators should teach facts only after their students have studied the ideas, trends,
and concepts that help explain those facts.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

92) Educators should base their assessment of students' learning not on students' grasp
of facts but on the ability to explain the ideas, trends, and concepts that those facts
illustrate.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

Jji: Teaching involves presenting facts and discussing the ideas, trends and concepts

that may help students better understand the facts. Whether teachers should teach facts
after discussing the explanations depends on the reasons why the facts have to be taught
in the particular educational contexts as well as the learning abilities of the students . 'l
explain my position with some specific examples.

If the purpose of learning a fact is to use it as a tool to solve problems, there would be no
need to talk about the ideas or concepts behind such fact. Consider the well-known fact



that any numbers that are divisible by 3 would have the sum of their digits divisible by 3 as
well.  This piece of fact is very useful for primary school children to do arithmetic
operations with numbers as they can very quickly decide if a number is divisible by 3 or
not by adding up the digits of the numbers. But few math teachers in elementary schools
would discuss why this fact holds true simply because students do not need to know this
in order to use the fact.

Teachers should not talk about the concepts or ideas behind a fact if the students are not
mature or well-prepared to understand the issues. Returning to the example in the
previous paragraph, in order to understand why trick about numbers divisible by 3 works,
one has to use a bit of elementary algebra that involves equation. Obviously, primary
school students would not be able to understand it even if the teachers try to teach the
ideas behind the facts. Therefore, the abilities of the students have to be taken into
account when making decisions on what to teach.

Of course, in other contexts, students do need to learn the ideas and trends behind certain
facts. For example, in a political science course on contemporary Chinese society, the
professors may discuss the fact that Chinese people have to apply for permits before they
have babies under the one-child policy. Without some knowledge of the historical
background of the one-child policy and how the Chinese government developed and
implemented the policy, it would be very tempting to conclude that such policy is an
outrageous and barbaric violation of basic human rights. Only after learning the social
conditions of China in early 1980s and the concerns of the Chinese government at the
time could the students develop a more balanced view on this controversial issue. In
other words, for more sophisticated and contentious social and political problems, facts
should be taught after discussing the related context and trends.

In conclusion, how facts and related issues should be taught and in what orders should be
decided by the teachers based on the purpose of learning the fact, the students’ learning
abilities and the nature of the problems or issues related to the facts.

those whose views contradict our own.
Reason: Disagreement can cause stress and inhibit learning.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

carry out the will of the people they serve.



Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

51.Young people should be encouraged to pursue long-term, realistic goals rather than
seek immediate fame and recognition.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

FEN:
TS: Whether young people should pursue long-term goals or seek immediate fame and
recognition depends on the careers they plan to pursue. In the field of sports, young
people should try to achieve success as soon as possible in order to get more resources
to support their career development. In other fields such as academic research and
politics, it takes more time to earn experience and build networks to reach long-term
goals.
ts 1: In the field of sports, young people should try to become famous as soon as possible
because their careers will not last long and they need to be successful in order to succeed
further.

- most athletes would have to retire by the time they reach early 30s

- o succeed in a sport career, it takes a lot of resources such as excellent coaches and
other advisors

- to have access to such resources, the athlete has to show promise as early as
possible

- the best way to show promise is to become famous in the international sports event

- may use the example of Li Na to illustrate the points above
ts 2: in the field of academic research, young people need to learn the basic knowledge
and skills as undergraduates first and then pursue a PhD under the supervision of more
senior researchers

- at undergraduate level- goal: get to know the field; basic knowledge and skills

- at PhD level - focus on some specific problems and make some breakthrough

- tenure track - become more experienced and publish more papers

ts 3: in the field of politics, young people also need to meet more people and learn from
more senior members of the community

- Barack Obama

law school lecturer - civil right attorney- state senator- US senator — POTUS



Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

53. If a goal is worthy, then any means taken to attain it are justifiable.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Outline:

When we pursue worthy goals, we have to consider whether the means conforms to the
relevant rules, costs less than the value of the goal and any unintended long-term
consequences of using the means.

If we do not follow certain rules when trying to achieve a goal, we may defeat the
purposes of the activities. e.g. cheating and plagiarism in education

If we devote too many resources to achieve a goal with limited value, the decisions would
make little economic sense.

Save Private Ryan

At societal level, we need to consider the possible long-term consequences of using
certain means to achieve short-term goals.

economic development and environmental protection
SRAFFPXTEBRES TRES 7 Rt BB _EEERNA R

| do not agree to the statement that a worthy goal can justify any means that is necessary
to achieve it. If the means used is too costly, unjust in procedures or ethically problematic,
the worthiness of the goal cannot be the ground for justifying the means. [I'll explain my
position with some examples including the movie Save the Private Ryan, the latest
Supreme Court decision on same-sex marriage and the (in)famous Milgram experiment.

As a start, the means cannot be justified if it involves too great a cost. Consider the story
in the movie Saving Private Ryan. After the death of three brothers of Private Ryan, the



US military decided that Private Ryan had to be rescued at all cost. It is understandable
that such decision was made at both emotional and political levels. Emotionally, it is
extremely difficult for Ryan’s families to deal with losing one more son, which would be
devastating to the family. Politically, having a family losing four sons in the war, the
government and the military would be challenged in terms of their leadership. Yet, the
cost of saving one soldier turned out to be the lives of seven soldiers. If each and every
life should be equally valued, saving one Private Ryan at the expense of 7 can hardly be
justified. As this example clearly illustrates, the means can only be justified if the cost is
not too high.

In addition, the means used to attain a worthy goal has to be just in terms of its
procedures. Consider the latest landmark ruling of the US Supreme Court on same-sex
marriage. There is no doubt that pursuing the marriage rights for homosexual couples is
a worthy goal in itself. Yet, allowing 4 mortal individuals (the Supreme Court justices) to
redefine marriage, one of the oldest institutions in human history, cannot be justified
simply because of the worthy goal. Such decision has been criticized by many as judicial
activism. Some people also question the legitimacy of the justices given the fact that
they are not elected officials. Indeed, it would be more desirable if the decisions are
made by a democratically elected state or federal legislature. As shown in this example,
the procedures taken to achieve the goal have to be just in order to justify the means.

Finally, any worthy goals should be achieved in an ethical manner. Consider the
(in)famous Milgram experiment. The goal of the experiment, like that of most scientific
research projects, is to advance human knowledge. This is certainly a worthy goal. But
the experiments involve some procedures that are clearly unethical. The subjects were
asked to perform certain actions that caused a great amount of emotional and moral
distress. Therefore, even the goal was worthy and the experiments were successful in
achieving the goal, i.e. advance human knowledge in psychology, the means used to
achieve the goals cannot be justified. In fact, such projects would not pass the ethical
review had they been proposed nowadays. In other words, any means used to achieve a
goal has to be ethically acceptable.

In conclusion, | believe that this statement is wrong because a means cannot be justified if
the means is too costly, procedurally unjust or ethically controversial.



54. In order to become well-rounded individuals, all college students should be required to
take courses in which they read poetry, novels, mythology, and other types of imaginative
literature.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

Outline & Model Essay
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courses in which they read poetry, novels, mythology, and other types of imaginative
literature. XX JE AL Z ] 50 2R 1

XTI HAR-FERIEE, EE R HAr R AL, AR5 BHEIRA TF B T2 H AR &
SRR R SRR A A

It is widely acknowledged that college education is not just about developing professional

skills in specific disciplines;_receiving college education also means to become

well-rounded, which involves a genuine understanding of human nature and the world
around us. For this reason, | believe that reading imaginative literature is necessary for all
college students. In addition, only through course requirement can the students be given
enough incentives to read the imaginative works systematically and provided the
theoretical training for benefiting from reading the works.

To begin with, reading imaginative literature is critically important for college students to
develop a well-rounded perspective on human beings and the world. One of the
fundamental features of all imaginative works is that the authors, despite the time and
space that constrain their physical beings, had the imaginative and creative talents to
address the issues that concern humanity as a whole. The novel “seven”, which was
later adapted into a Hollywood blockbuster, for example, explored the human sins that
were first depicted in the Bible. Only through critically reading imaginative works like
“seven” could the students have a more profound understanding of the struggle of human
beings against human nature. In other words, reading imaginative works provides the
opportunities for students to learn about the world and themselves that are not available in
other disciplinary studies such as math and economics.

People may argue that students can be encouraged to read such imaginative works on

their own rather than taking mandatory courses. _In response to this argument, | would

like to offer two counterarguments.




First of all, course requirement is necessary for providing the incentives for students to
read the imaginative works. In the Age of Internet, many different entertainment
activities are out there competing for students’ attention. Without the course requirement,
students are more likely to find themselves watching TV, movies or surfing the Internet
mindlessly. Few students could derive pleasure from reading literary works when more
relaxing activities like chatting with friends on Facebook are just a few clicks away. They
need the discipline and motivation that come with a well-structured course to read the
works.

In addition, we should not overlook the importance of professors in guiding the students to
understand the imaginative works. Professors who teach such courses are experts in
literature who have been well-trained in reading the imaginative works critically and
creatively. In such courses, students will be provided theoretical tools to understand the
texts that are not available when they read the texts independently. For example, the
concept of “intertextuality” can be used to explore the connection between the novel
“seven” and the biblical theme of original sins. Through such formal training in a
college-level course, students will develop skills to read literary works more deeply in
future and develop better and more comprehensive understanding of humanity.

In conclusion, | agree that all college students should be expected to take courses that
involve reading imaginative literature as part of their graduation requirement. Such policy
can provide the incentive for students to study imaginative works systematically and
critically, helping them to develop a more profound and comprehensive understanding of
themselves and the world.

55.1n order for any work of art—for example, a film, a novel, a poem, or a song—to have
merit, it must be understandable to most people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Outline:

TS: The merit of artistic work should not be judged based on its comprehensibility to the
majority of the people because many valuable works of art may not be understandable to
a large group of people due to intertextuality, cultural barriers and generation gap.

The first reason why many people could not appreciate meritable works of art is that the
works often involves intertextuality which requires the audience to have knowledge of
other works.

- The movie Green Mile refers to the biblical story of Jesus Christ



- for people who are not familiar with the Bible it would be difficult to understand the
metaphors and messages
- http://study.com/academy/lesson/ ... ition-examples.html

Another reason why valuable works of art may not be understandable to many people is
the cultural barrier that prevents the readers from other cultures to appreciate certain
works

- Louis Cha’s Kung fu novels are difficult to understand for people not familiar with
Chinese culture

- many of the Kung Fu techniques involves the Taoism philosophy and the principles of
Yin and Yang

the stories of the Kung Fu masters are also driven by Chinese themes such as defending
the homeland against foreigners and the being loyal to the monarch

generation gap

- novels about puppy love may not be appreciated by older people

- movies on mid-life crisis will be difficult for teenagers

56.Many important discoveries or creations are accidental: it is usually while seeking the
answer to one question that we come across the answer to another.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Outline:

While we can find a number of well-known examples to support this statement, generally
speaking, discoveries and creations in science and engineering are made possible by a
great many experts working together with clear goals in mind and the support of great
amount of resources.

P2 cite a few well known examples such X-ray, antibiotics and GPS (they are well-known
not because they are typical but because they are exceptional attracting disproportionally
more media attention)

P3 most discoveries and creation require collaborative works by many experts one step at
atime

literature review; peer-reviewed journals; replicable experiments

P4 projects for these discoveries and creation often require commitments of great amount
of resources that are by no means accidental

based on the story of GPS, one can also argue that the initial idea or concept may be
accidental but the subsequent development and refinement of the idea into sophisticated
technology are by no means accidental

the outline is for you to write up



A more detailed outline

TS: While it is true that some important discoveries or creation were not anticipated by the
explorers or researchers in advance, in most cases, knowledge and new products are
constructed in a systematic way through which accidents are anomalous.

tsl: Some dramatic events in the history of mankind created the illusion that many
discoveries or creation were accidental when in fact such serendipity is rather unusual.

- the discovery of the New World by Columbus

- the explorer aimed to find a new route to Asia

- he stumbled upon America due to the incomplete knowledge about the world geography
at the time

- the discovery of X-ray by William Roentgen while experimenting with a cathode radiation
- but these cases are dramatic but rare

ts 2: the reason why most discoveries or creations in science are not accidental

- modern scientists usually work on problems under the sponsorship of some
organizations

- to make sure the money is well spent, they will have to write proposals for their research
- in the proposal they will need to review the literature to justify the need of the research

- the questions they seek to answer are grounded in the literature and well-defined in
advance

- they will also set out very clearly the methodology for achieving the goals

- there is very little room for accidental discoveries

ts 3: the reason why researchers and designers in engineering seldom discover or make
anything by accident

- many researchers work for R&D in coporations

- they make detailed plan in advance in order to get the money they need (budget has to
be approved by the management)

- they make prototypes first and then get feedback from colleagues from other
departments

- the questions they seek to answer have to be clearly stated in advance

- the design of the products may also be revised according to the response of the
customers



57.The main benefit of the study of history is to dispel the illusion that people living now
are significantly different from people who lived in earlier times.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Model Essay:
| do not agree to this statement about how we can benefit from studying history because
people nowadays are indeed very different from those in earlier times in terms of
physiology and belief system. In addition, the educational value of studying history should
not be ignored.

Due to the fundamental changes in lifestyles, modern people are significantly different
from our ancestors in terms of the shape of our bodies and other aspects of our
physiology. For one thing, in our industrialized society, with the access to abundant food,
we do not need to spend most of our time hunting and gathering for food to survive. With
more calorie intake and other nutritious food, we are in general healthier and taller than
our ancestors and enjoy longer lifespan as well. On the other hand, the sedentary
lifestyle has also led to more health concerns such as high blood pressure and obesity
that were unknown in earlier times.

Our belief systems have also been modernized since Industrial Revolution. In the
pre-modern world, the social positions of our ancestors were often defined and fixed at the
time they were born. Noblemen were born as noblemen and peasants's children were
also peasants. Our ancestors considered such social order as natural and acceptable.
Nowadays, with the introduction of public education, modern society has become
increasingly meritocratic. As monarchies were often replaced by democracies, people
from humble socioeconomic classes may move upwards socially if they demonstrate their
talents that the society need.

As lillustrate clearly above, the difference between us and our ancestors is not an illusion.
Therefore, one of the benefits of studying history is to recognize and understand that
difference and feel lucky and grateful for the more desirable human conditions.
Nevertheless, the statement is also wrong in assuming that the study of history is only a
matter of learning facts.

As far as | am concerned, a more important benefit of studying history is to better
understand the modern world. As we know, history is not reconstruction of what happened
in the past. In fact, it is nearly impossible to do that given the incomplete records of the
past and our limited understanding of the world. Instead, history is a story we invented
about the past that can help us better understand who we are and what we can do in



modern society. The study of Industrial Revolution, for example, would not give us a
complete picture of how people in 18th and 19th century developed new technologies. But
a better understanding of how steam engines changed the manufacturing industries will
help us predict the impact of the Internet on modern industries. Likewise, the study of
WWII would warn political leaders nowadays about the dire consequences of
industrialized warfares.

To reiterate my position, the statement is misleading in that we are indeed physiologically
and ideologically different from our ancestors; in addition, the statement unnecessarily
narrows the potential benefits of studying history.

58.Learning is primarily a matter of personal discipline; students cannot be motivated by
school or college alone.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Outline:

For primary school students, learning is a matter of personal interest as the young
students have not yet developed personal discipline

- students are still learning how to discipline themselves

- they should be driven to learn by interest

- schools should offer opportunities to explore different subjects through a balanced
curriculum

- such a curriculum should motivate students to learn

For secondary school students, learning is indeed a matter of personal discipline but
schools should help the students to improve their personal discipline through motivation

- more stuff to learn and competition is fierce

- schools should be responsible to help students to develop their discipline because their
performance will determine their future path (high school dropouts v. college graduates)

For college students, college should respect students’ personal choice over how much
effort they want to make for learning

- college students are adults who should be responsible for their own decisions

- learning may not be the priority for many college students (no need for colleges to
motivate them)

- some may drop out from colleges to do other interesting things (e.g. start a new
company)



59.Scientists and other researchers should focus their research on areas that are likely to
benefit the greatest number of people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.
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Scientists and researchers are a small group of elites with the best education and the
abundant resources available to support their projects. Some people argue that with
such privileges come great responsibilities in that scientists and researchers should focus
their efforts on research projects that may bring the benefits to as many people as
possible. | think this argument is reasonable for researchers in engineering. But when it
comes to researchers in natural sciences and social sciences, such a utilitarian approach
violates the basic principles of researches in these fields.

To begin with, researchers in engineering should work on projects that may improve the
productivity of workers in different fields and ultimately benefit workers and consumers in
a large scale.
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Nevertheless, it is unrealistic to expect natural scientists to choose their research projects
based on whether their research outcomes can help a great many people.
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Social scientists concerned with practical problems at local level should not burden
themselves with the impossible job of helping people around the world.
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60.Politicians should pursue common ground and reasonable consensus rather than
elusive ideals.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

Model Essay:

Any politicians who care about the interest of the people they serve should try to pursue
the goals that are shared by the majority of the society rather than ideals that are hard to
realize. | will illustrate my position with the stories of three political figures: Mao Zedong,
Deng Xiaoping and Barack Obama.

Despite his considerable contribution to building a new China, Mao Zedong had caused a
great deal of suffering to the Chinese people and led to many tragic events in modern
Chinese history due to his unrealistic political ideals. In late 1950s, he launched the
so-called Great Leap Forward movement with the romantic thinking that China can
surpass the economic powers such as the US and UK in a few years. As a result of his
grave mistakes, the Chinese economy suffered and millions of people died from starvation
during the three-year famine from 1960 to 1962. Also thanks to his poetic vision that
young people in the city should be re-educated by the rural people, millions of teenagers



who can barely take care of themselves were forced to separate from their parents and
spend years in the countryside. An entire generation of Chinese people lost their
opportunities to receive formal education and the nation also suffered from a lack of
human resources vital for its economy. Mao made all these unforgivable mistakes
because he did not consult his colleagues at all when making decisions.

Fortunately, Deng Xiaoping, the successor of Mao, was a more pragmatic leader. With
less power and charisma, Deng focused on building consensus and finding common
ground within the Communist Party after he took the power. The most important
consensus at the time was that the country needed to recover from the mess created by
Mao and focus on the economic development. Through the introduction of open door
policy and the privatization of the rural economy of China, Deng successfully rejuvenated
the Chinese economy and lifted millions of Chinese people out of poverty. By taking a
more practical approach to politics and focusing on the common ground of the Chinese
society, Deng gained more support and respect from both Chinese people and the
international community.

A more recent example to support my thesis is the incumbent President of the United
States, Barack Obama. One of the key accomplishments of Obama administrations is
the Patient Protection Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare. Through
Obamacare, millions of Americans, who are previously uninsured, are now covered by
health insurance through the federal financial incentives provided by the legislation. If
we look more closely at the legislative history of Obamacare, we can see that during the
process of pushing for Obamacare, President Obama was always seeking common
ground in a Congress that was dominated by GOP politicians. For example, in order to
win support from the Senate controlled by the Republicans, Obamacare does not provide
health insurance for abortions. Ideally, of course, the rights to abortions should be
recognized in Obamacare. But to pass the law, compromise had to be made.

As illustrated through the stories of three political figures, politicians should always pursue
the goals that reflect the common ground and the consensus of the majority. Deng and
Obama are exemplary figures of such pragmatic approaches. The tragedies caused by
Mao, on the other hand, underscore the danger and folly of pursuing elusive political
ideals.



61.People should undertake risky action only after they have carefully considered its
consequences.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

Outline:

the statement is true when the risk is well known and fairly easy to manage

the importance of safe sex

unprotected sex may lead to pregnancy and STD(Sexually Transmitted Disease)
the risk can be greatly reduced by wearing condoms

considering the consequences, people should take measures to manage the risk

the statement is also true when the risk can be assessed quantitatively
financial management and investment

invest in a stock only after reviewing its financial statements and use sophisticated models
to calculate the risk

the statement may not be true under emergency situation when people take risky action
out of instinct
being in danger-risky action can help the human body to release endorphins and
adrenaline that can help the person to perform physical acts that are not possible under
normal circumstances

as a result, the person may have a better chance to survive

http://www.fags.org/health/topics/15/Risk-taking-behaviors.html
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62. Leaders are created by the demands that are placed on them.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Model Essay:

Are leaders created by demands placed on them? In most institutional settings, leaders
are not created by the demands because a person can become a leader before meeting
any demands if s/he masters strong communication skills, holds suitable qualifications
and has extensive experiences. Nevertheless, in certain exceptional circumstances,
usually in emergencies, ordinary people may become leaders in response to the
demands.

Without being tested by demands for leadership, people often assume leadership
positions by demonstrating strong communication skills that are important for dealing with
situations in which they have to lead others to solve problems. In the field of academic
researches, for example, senior researchers have to communicate their research findings
and the vision about how the discipline would advance clearly and persuasively to the
fellow researchers in order to take up leadership positions such as editors of top journals
and chairpersons of the academic societies. They also need to demonstrate their
willingness to listen to other members of the research community and understand their
ideas and concerns about the field. Such strong communication skills would enable
them to become leaders in the field and help others to meet the challenges.

In addition to communication skills, leaders also have to receive relevant training to
acquire the professional qualifications and expertise that are necessary for the leadership
positions. Referring to the examples of leaders in academic research field again, it is clear
that anyone interested in joining an editorial board of a top journal or becoming the
chairperson of an academic association must, in addition to holding a PhD in relevant
fields, have published influential papers in the field and accumulated extensive
administrative experiences. Usually with such publication records and relevant
experiences, the person will be able to get the jobs as the leaders. In other words, taking
the leadership roles in an institution does not necessarily relate to the demands for
leadership.

On the other hand, there are exceptional circumstances in which ordinary people may
become leaders while trying to address the demands at the moment. On September 11,
2001, after three planes were hijacked and crashed to WTO twin towers and the Pentagon,
the passengers of United Airline Flight 93 revolted against the hijackers and successfully
diverted the airplane from the route to Washington D.C. where the hijackers planned to
crash the airplane to the White House. We do not have details about the passengers’



heroic acts but it is safe to believe that some courageous passengers and crew members
had responded to the emergency demands for leadership after knowing the terrorist
attacks that had happened earlier that day. These ordinary men and women became
leaders of a historical anti-terrorist mission without any prior training and experiences.
Their leadership was created by the demands placed on them and will be remembered in
history.

In conclusion, in most institutional settings, leaders are not created by demands but
selected based on the candidates’ communication skills, qualifications and experiences.
Nevertheless, under exceptional circumstances, ordinary people may become leaders in
response to the demands for leadership.

63.There is little justification for society to make extraordinary efforts—especially at a
great cost in money and jobs—to save endangered animal or plant species.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Model Essay

Since the industrialization of human society, a great number of animal and plant species

have been threatened by the human activities such as logging, construction of dams and
manufacturing. _Some efforts have been made to preserve the endangered species

around the world but given the limited resources some arque that we should focus on

those species that may become extinct as a result of human activities and let it go for
species that will not survive due to the changes of natural environment. In my opinion,
this proposed criterion cannot be practically used to decide on what species we should

focus our preservation efforts. Therefore, we should use advanced genetic technology
to build a gene bank for all endangered species and devote more resources to saving
those species that carry practical or scientific value.

It is difficult to apply the proposed criterion for selectively saving endangered species in

practice. If this criterion were adopted as part of the policy, the government agencies
and the scientists would have a hard time to decide whether or not the potential extinction
of certain species is due to human activities or not. As we all know, the excessive
generation of greenhouse gas such as carbon dioxide has led to global climate changes
which hav impact the livelihood of all living organisms on earth. So broadly speaking
extinction of any species is in one way or another related to human activities. It may take
a whole team of biologist, anthropologists, mathematicians, geologists to work out the
extent to which the potential extinction of a given species results from human activities.

It would be more reasonable to use the resources directly to save the endangered species

instead of engaging in some complex factor analyses.



Moreover, another reason against the proposed policy is that new technologies have

made it possible for scientists to build a gene bank to preserve all the endangered species
in a rather inexpensive way. Specifically, efforts have been made to collect the genes of
the endangered species and store the genes in freezing conditions. For endangered
plant species, the seeds of the species can be dried and freezed at a temperature typical
of winter and may be thawed and regrown when necessary. For animal species, the
preservation efforts involve storing sperms and eggs in zoological freezers. With the
further development of genetic technologies, it is anticipated that the costs of building
gene banks will decline over time. Therefore, there is no need to select some
endangered species for preservation and give up others.

Finally, the proposed policy fails to take into account the potential value of the different

species for humanity. Some species have great potential to produce substance with
important pharmaceutical value and should be preserved with great efforts. Other
species may lead to further insights about the biology of certain plant or animal groups
and help us solve important problems in biology and other scientific fields. Such species
should also be saved. The species with great value may not meet with the criterion set
out in the proposed policy and implementing the policy may lead to the extinction of the
valuable species.

In conclusion, it is unfortunate that human society has flourished in the expense of the
livelihood of many other animal and plant species. Since the impact of human activities
on the environment is profound and global, it is not feasible to distinguish species near
extinction due to human activities from those near natural extinction. We may build a
large and inclusive gene bank to preserve all endangered species. Meanwhile, efforts
should be focused on those species with greater practical or scientific value rather than
those species whose extinction were caused by human activities.



64.The human mind will always be superior to machines because machines are only tools
of human minds.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Model Essay

value judgment - search engine
emotion - robot nurse
creativity - corpus linguistics

With the advancement in electronic engineering and artificial intelligence, machines

embedded with microprocessors have become increasingly intelligent with the abilities to
perform a wide variety of tasks that only humans could perform in previous decades.
Some people predict that in the foreseeable future machines will become smarter than

humans as the speed of CPU increases exponentially. | believe that human mind will
always be superior to machines because of our abilities of making value judgment,
processing information emotionally and creating new ideas.

To begin with, human minds will always surpass machines in making decisions because
we can make judgment based on our experiences and value systems. When we read a
book, for example, we can not only process the information presented in the book through
reading comprehension. We can also decide how valuable the information is relative to
the books or other materials we have read before. This ability of making value judgment
is almost impossible for machines to learn because developing a value system of human
minds is a cumulative and mysterious process that we do not understand very well.
Therefore, it is very difficult to build a machine to emulate this ability. In fact, the search
engines such as Google rely on the human judgement on the value of webpages to find
the most relevant information for each search. In other words, machines can always be
used to keep track of the value judgments made by human minds; but they cannot make
the judgements themselves.

Another important function of human minds that machines can hardly develop is the ability
to process information emotionally. Digital computers are built based on sophisticated
mathematical models that are efficient in processing information logically and rationally.
But when it comes to information that involves human emotion, the logical approach to
information processing cannot go very far. For example, with built-in high-resolution
camera and microphone, a machine can be used to monitor a baby and alert the parents



when the baby cries. Maybe with more advanced technologies in natural language
processing, one can even build a robot to interact with a baby, understanding its
rudimentary language and talking back a bit. But it would be impossible for a machine to
interact with the baby at emotional level, e.g. to understand the body language of the baby
that carry infinite amount of emotional information that only the parents can possibly
comprehend. Again, machines such as baby monitors can help human minds to collect
certain information but can never replace human care providers.

Finally, human minds have the ultimate ability of creating new ideas that machines cannot
develop even with the most advanced algorithms. Take the process of writing academic
papers as an example. With the Internet and the database technologies, scholars
nowadays can access numerous journal articles that form the basis for writing new articles.
But scholars also need to identify the gap in the literature and develop research ideas to
pursue through rigorous research projects before they can write up a report as a journal
article. Some people have invented tools like SCIGen to create journal articles
automatically. But this tool can only generate articles based on published works that are
not original and do not contribute to the process of knowledge construction.

In conclusion, it is clear that in the foreseeable future machines can never overtake
human minds in making decisions and creating new knowledge because we humans have
the unique capabilities of making value judgments, processing information emotionally
and thinking creatively.

65.Every individual in a society has a responsibility to obey just laws and to disobey and
resist unjust laws.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.
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All citizens should obey both just laws and laws that may not be just to protect their own
interests and ensure the stability and prosperity of the society. Yet, for the laws that may
not be reasonable, the citizens may resist them within the democratic and legal framework
of legislation.

P2: When the laws are considered just by the entire society, the individuals should obey
the laws for the sake of their own interests and the benefits of the entire society. X/MRELT
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P3: When the the justice of some laws is questionable, the individuals should still obey the
laws to ensure the normal operation of the government and the stability of the society. X
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P4: Some people may ask what can be done about the unjust laws if all citizens obey the
laws. | think the citizens should try to revise the unjust laws through legislation by voicing
their concerns and placing pressure on the democratically elected Congressmen. [5]3;
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The rule of law is an important pillar of modern society. It is argued that while people

should always obey just laws, laws that are perceived as unjust should be disobeyed and
resisted. While | agree that just laws should always be followed to maintain social order,

even the laws that are controversial should also be respected to avoid any conflicts
between civilians and the government. _As to the concern over the harm of unjust laws,

people should try to reform them within the legal framework.

Let’s first consider why everyone should be responsible for obeying just laws. Take the

simple examples of the traffic law about driving under the influence of alcohol. In most

countries, it is illegal to drive if one is drunk. Few people would challenge the justice
behind this law. When a driver is drunk, s/he would not be able to operate a vehicle
safely and driving would threaten the safety of the driver, the passengers and others
sharing the road. To protect the interests of everyone involved, the laws prohibit such
behaviors and punish those breaking the laws. For just laws like this, everyone should
obey them and there is no doubt about it.

Consider next the laws that some people may consider as unjust. For example, prior to
the recent landmark decision on gay and lesbian marriage by the US Supreme Court, in
some states, the laws do not recognize the homosexual couples’ rights to get married.
Some people may believe that these laws are unjust as no one should be denied to right
to marry because of their sexual orientation. But that does not follow that people who
believe in homosexual marriage should have the responsibility to openly challenge the
state laws against the practice. If they demonstrate outside the marriage registration
office violently or demand for rights to marry using forces, for example, they will most likely
be arrested by the police. In other words, disobeying and resisting the so-called unjust
laws will lead to conflict between the civilians and the government, which will not help
solve the problems.



Some people may challenge my position by asking about what to do with the injustice of

certain laws such as the laws denying rights to marry for homosexual couples. It turns
out that there are at least two ways to challenge a law within the legal framework. First,
the people unhappy with certain laws can always campaign for abolishing the laws
through new legislation. The members of the legislature are elected by the people and
should respect the opinions of their constituencies when making decisions regarding
different laws. Second, the laws can also be challenged in the federal courts and may be
stroke down for being unconstitutional. Therefore, people can always try to reform the
laws that are not just without disobeying or resisting them illegally.

In conclusion, given the importance of the rule of law to the social order, everyone should

have the responsibility to obey all the laws whether or not they are considered as just or
unjust. _As for the laws that the majority of the society believe are unjust, there are ways
within the legal system through which the problems can be solved peacefully.
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The rule of law is an important principle that enables members of the modern society to

solve a wide range of problems without degenerating into a violent state. While it is

obvious that all individuals should obey laws that are not controversial in terms of its
justice, in order to abolish unjust laws that are incompatible with the development of

modern society, individuals should challenge such laws through legal means and civil

disobedience. The laws related to creative culture and copyrights can aptly illustrate my

thesis.

To begin with, we should obey the laws on property rights that are relevant to books and
culture. For example, if we want to own a book found in a bookstore, we should pay for it
instead of stealing it which is a violation of the property rights of the bookstore. If we check
out a book from the library, we need to return it on time or pay the late fees according to
the laws and rules related to the use of library materials. This is important because books
are tangible assets protected by property rights. If we do not obey the laws and get the
books illegally, we will infringe other people’s rights to access the same books. This is
why we need to obey just laws.

What about the copyright laws? In my opinion, copyright laws are unjust because they

restrict people’s access to creative works in an unnecessary way. We need to make a
clear distinction between the books protected by property rights and the books protected
by copyrights. The former is tangible and owning it would prevent others from accessing it.
The latter is intangible in the sense that the book can be reproduced and remixed with



other books without compromising other people’s rights to access it. With the advent of

digital technology and the Internet, books can be copied and distributed around the world

with minimal costs and may create enormous opportunities for learning. Yet, the
publishers have lobbied the legislatures to extend the copyright duration from the initial 20
years (Statute of Anne, 1710) to the author's’ lifetime plus 70 years. The expansion of
copyright regime has effectively blocked the access to a great many learning materials of
people around the world, especially those from the underprivileged groups.

Some people have tried to resist copyright laws within the legal framework of copyright. A
notable example is the Creative Commons Licensing System developed and advocated
by cyberlawyer Prof. Lawrence Lessig. Through a set of Creative Commons licenses,
the authors and creators of cultural works can choose to authorize the public to use their
works freely, essentially giving up some of their rights protected by copyright laws. Such
efforts are legal and effective to help restore the balance of interest between copyright
holders and the general public that has been distorted by copyrights. This example
illustrates how private individuals can and should resist unjust laws within the legal
frameworks.

Nevertheless, | do not believe that the legal means is sufficient for challenging the unjust
copyright laws. Creative Commons may help some authors to release their works from
the bondage of copyright. But a great many important creative works and books are still
under the control of greedy publishers and corporations that would use copyrights to
deprive ordinary citizens of their rights to learning and entertainment. As a result, it is
also important for ordinary people to practice civil disobedience against the copyright
regime. For example, instead of buying expensive books from the bookstores, we
should try to obtain the e-copies of the books from websites such as Library Genesis and
Sina Information Sharing. These acts of civil disobedience will create pressure on the
publishers to change their business models from charging the readers to sponsoring the
authors through advertising or government funding. In other words, if we want to change
the unjust laws, we cannot merely rely on efforts within legal frameworks but have to
break the laws in a large scale.

People may worry about the legal consequences of practicing civil disobedience against
unjust laws. In the case of copyright, this should not be a major concern as unauthorized
copying of books and other creative works is so widespread online that the authorities
simply cannot afford the resources to enforce the copyright laws. So long as increasing
number of people practice the so-called “piracy”, we are protected by the sheer number of
illegal acts. In fact, when a law can be so easily broken by so many people around the
world, there is obviously something wrong with the law rather than with the people
breaking the law.



In conclusion, the examples | discuss above about books and copyrights clearly illustrate

the importance of obeying just laws on the one hand and resisting and challenging the
unjust laws on the other, both within the legal framework and outside it through civil
disobedience.

66.People who are the most deeply committed to an idea or policy are also the most
critical of it.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Outline

thesis: whether people are critical of the ideas or policy they hold depends on the nature
and domains of the ideas and policy. In the field of science and technology, scientists
and engineers are often critical of the theories and designs they are committed to in order
to make further progress. In the field of religion, the belief in supernatural being is based
on faith rather than reasoning; as a result, criticality is not part of the equation.

tsl: scientists are often critical of their own theories and research ideas in order to
continuously improve the ideas

- being critical means two things

1) remain open-minded to the possibility that they could be wrong in light of new empirical
evidence;

support: researchers always describe how they conducted their studies in details so other
researchers could replicate the studies (no specific example is needed here)

2) willing to accept new paradigms in methodology and theoretical framework to replace
the existing ones

support: if the new approach can generate better results the researchers are willing to
give up their own ones

ts 2. engineers are also critical of their designs of the manufacturing process or the
prototype

being critical means they continuously modify the design based on the data from the field
data from the manufacturing side

- in order to minimize the cost (the ligntening charger of iPhone)

feedback from the end users

- in order to stay competitive (the resizing of iPhone screen)

ts 3: religious community relies on faith rather than rationality for spiritual well-being

- faith is the source of their spiritual strength and well-being

(prayer- if it is answered, be grateful; if it is not answered, God has better plan)

- criticality is a sign of doubt and temptation



despite the expense to humans in effort, time, and financial well-being. Others believe that
society need not make extraordinary efforts, especially at a great cost in money and jobs,
to save endangered species.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.

68.Some people believe that the purpose of education is to free the mind and the spirit.
Others believe that formal education tends to restrain our minds and spirits rather than set
them free.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.
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Two possible approaches

Consider the cases of primary/ secondary school education, college education and
professional education.

When students receive formal education at primary and secondary level, most of the
subject matters are rather rigid and intend to provide training in basic verbal and
guantitative skills and help students accumulate knowledge about the world. Restraining
the minds and spirits to some extent is necessary for students to focus on their studies
and acquire the basic skills and knowledge they need for further education.

At universities, students are free to choose different courses and explore their own
interests. They can think more liberally and do their own original researches to create
new knowledge. They can also think critically about the different theories. But these
intellectual activities are not possible without the solid foundation laid at earlier stages.



At professional schools such as law schools, medical schools and business schools,
students again have to narrow their minds and focus on knowledge and subject matters in
specific disciplines. To serve as a medical professional, one has to follow certain
protocols and cannot think too creatively when taking care of the patients. ... (same for
lawyers and accountants)

So the bottom line is that formal education limits people’s minds at some stages in order
to accomplish the specific educational goals while at university level students get a
chance to think creatively and critically.

To focus on some specific features of formal education

1. professional teachers who can encourage students to think creatively

2. alearning community in which students can learn from one another

3. train basic literacies (literacy) effectively through well-tested common curriculum

All contribute to the liberation of minds and spirit

Then talk about the danger of government control over formal education
funding of the government may compromise the political neutrality of teachers
so we have to value academic freedom in order to encourage critical and creative thinking

69.Some people believe it is often necessary, even desirable, for political leaders to
withhold information from the public. Others believe that the public has a right to be fully
informed.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.

Outline:

The public should have the rights to be fully informed because of the nature of the
relationship between the public and the government in terms of taxation and
representation. As for the information that is sensitive for security reasons, it should be
declassified within a limited period of time.

The nature of taxation is the first reason why information about government policy making
should be made public.

- The political leaders are essentially the officials hired by the public with tax money; the
contractual relationship means that the tax payers have the rights to monitor how the
government officials do their jobs.

- the public also have the right to know how the government spends the tax money and
whether the funded projects made a difference



the nature of representation is the second reason why information about legislative
processes should be made public

- the power of the legislature comes from the voters

- they are supposed to represent the interests of their constituency

-their voting records should be publicly available so the voters can see if the public
officials deliver their promises

-the public can then decide if they want to support the politicians again in the next election
- this is the mechanism to ensure that the legislators can be trustworthy

certain information may be withheld temporarily for the sake of national security but
eventually should be subject to the public scrutiny

- for security reasons certain information may be classified

- how the leaders negotiate a peace treaty with other states

- how the military actions were planned and executed

But such information should be released in 20 or 50 years so that the politicians may take
into account the long-term reputation and legitimacy of their parties when making
decisions

the student's major field of study.

Reason: Acquiring knowledge of various academic disciplines is the best way to become
truly educated.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

seek immediate fame and recognition.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

unclear.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible
consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.



73.Colleges and universities should require all faculty to spend time working outside the
academic world in professions relevant to the courses they teach.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible
consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.

Model Essay:

It seems to me that to require all faculty members in colleges and universities to take
non-academic jobs off campus_is a very bad policy for three reasons. First, many faculty
members may not find suitable jobs outside the universities._In addition, such policy may
increase the attrition rates of faculty members in certain fields._Finally, the policy is not
necessary for certain fields where close contact with the professional world is essential.

To begin with, not all faculty members can easily find jobs in the professional world,
especially when they are only available for a relatively short period of time. Consider the
professors in philosophy and literature for example. While experts in these fields are
important for teaching the relevant courses and conducting original research, their skills
are not always immediately useful in corporate environment. If faculty members could
not find suitable jobs off campus, the policy would be very difficult to be effectively
implemented.

Another negative consequence of this policy is that certain departments such as computer
science and electrical engineering may lose some talented professors. Technology
companies such as Google and Facebook are constantly hunting for employees with
expertise in high-performance computing, data mining and machine learning. Even
without such policy, universities have to compete against such companies for talents in
these fields. The policy would provide professors in fields more opportunities to work in
such companies without losing their academic jobs. Once they find suitable jobs in these
companies who usually offer much better compensation packages, it is likely that they
might leave their university positions. In other words, the policy may increase the
attrition rate of faculty members in certain fields.

Some people may argue that in certain fields such as law and medicine it is important for
the academic researchers to stay in touch with the professional world. Working
experience outside the universities would help them gain more insights into the fields and
become better teachers and researchers. In cases like these, the policy of requiring the
faculty members to work outside universities would become unnecessary. Professors
interested in professional development will seek job opportunities without such
requirements. Those who do not may not perform as well as those who do as
researchers and teachers.




In conclusion, the policy may not be feasible for faculty members in certain fields who
could not find suitable jobs outside universities. It may also increase the attrition rate of
certain departments such as computer science for which there is intense competition for
talents. As for those fields where professional working experience is highly valued, the
policy is also unnecessary.

74.Knowing about the past cannot help people to make important decisions today.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.
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Thesis: | strongly disagree with the statement that information about the past cannot help
people make decisions today. In fact, we rely on information about past to make decisions

all the time in different fields such as graduate school admission, bank loan application

and employment.

TS1 In graduate school admission, GPA and past research experiences are the two most
important factors because such information about the applicants' past can help admission
officers to predict the applicants' future success.

TS2 When banks evaluate the application for loans, the bank officers will examine the
credit history of the individuals to make decisions

TS3 The choosing job candidates for certain positions, the employers will check and see if
the candidates have criminal records suggesting that they had committed crimes in the
past.
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TS4 Some people may argue that predictions based on the past may not be accurate. |

agree that this is the case. This is why other information such as GRE scores and
personal statements are used to supplement the GPA and research experiences as part
of application.



any living man or woman as a hero.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

whose views contradict our own.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

its youth.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Thesis: | strongly agree that analyzing the trends of the youth is the most effective way to
understand the contemporary society for two reasons. First, the behaviors of the youth
often reflect the values of not just themselves but that of their parents and teachers.
Second, it is fairly straight-forward to analyze their behaviors through data from the social
media and the credit card transaction.

tsl: The trends of the youth can reflect the values and attitudes of the young people as
well as their parents, the two groups of people that form the dominant forces shaping the
contemporary culture.

One way to understand the contemporary culture is to look at what the young people buy
for clothes, books and entertainment. (follow the money)

it will also somehow reflect the parents’ attitudes as they ultimately foot the bills



another approach is to consider what they have to say about what they bought when
interacting with others (the talk about the products makes the stories that can reflect the
culture)

ts2: the consumption trend could be studied by analyzing the credit card transaction
records of the parents and the young people

- big data is now available electronically and shared among the financial institutions and
the corporations

- maybe studied through data mining

ts3: the talk about the consumption could be studied through analyzing the social media
such as Facebook, Twitter and Instagram

- natural language processing
- hashtag

- image recognition

78.People’s attitudes are determined more by their immediate situation or surroundings
than by society as a whole.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Model Essay:

The society as a whole, the attitudes of individuals towards different issues and the

immediate situation or environment interact with one another to create the complex

human experience as we know it. In my opinion, our attitudes are fundamentally shaped

by the society through education, media and government policies which also, to a large

extent, determine the situation and surroundings in which we find ourselves.

Education is an important social institution that determines our attitudes as well as our
social environment. Take the simple example of priority seating in public transportations.
As schoolchildren, we learned the social etiquette of offering our seats to those in need,
e.g. pregnant or sick passengers. Such practices are encouraged in our education based
on the golden rule: “Treat people the way you want to be treated.” Our attitudes towards
our fellow passengers are shaped by this belief developed through education. Meanwhile,



the society would also make sure the environment reflects the same principle that is
consistent with our attitudes. Priority seats are clearly marked in buses and subway trains
to remind us this social etiquette. In other words, the society would first shape our
attitudes and then design our environment that would facilitate the related practices.

Our attitudes are also determined by the society via the mass media and the corporations.
This is particular true in today’s consumer-oriented society. Through extensive advertising
campaigns, we are brainwashed into the belief that we need all the luxurious products and
services to be happy. We come to believe that our value as human beings is determined
by the material goods we buy as advertised in the media. Meanwhile, the society would
shape our environment in such a way that shopping and buying these items are effortless.
The Amazon’s 1-click ordering, for example, enables the online shoppers to place their
orders with just one click without even confirmation. Such arrangement in our
surrounding, along with the advertising and promotion in the media, reinforces the
attitudes we hold towards consumption.

Finally, the society may also influence our attitudes through government policies. In recent

years, gay marriages have become increasingly acceptable in American and European
societies as the governments have adopted more lenient policies towards the civil unions
or marriages of homosexual couples. Despite the fierce opposition from certain social
groups, the public attitudes towards gay marriages have gradually changed from hatred or
reluctance to acceptance. On the other hand, the changes in government policies also
stimulate the industries for gay romance and wedding. New products and services
become increasingly available for homosexual couples to celebrate their relationships and
bondings. Again the social environment would respond to the shift in government
policies and public attitudes.

In conclusion, | do not believe that our attitudes towards different issues are determined

by our immediate surroundings. Rather, our attitudes are shaped by the larger society

through institutions such as education, media and government, which, at the same time,

would shape our social environment and make sure that it is in harmony with our attitudes

and behaviors.

79.Claim: The best test of an argument is its ability to convince someone with an opposing
viewpoint.

Reason: Only by being forced to defend an idea against the doubts and contrasting views
of others does one really discover the value of that idea.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.



80. Nations should suspend government funding for the arts when significant numbers of
their citizens are hungry or unemployed.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

Model Essay :

The argument that funding for arts is not justifiable given the problems of hunger and

unemployment_is not reasonable when we consider the contribution of the funding to job

creation, the little difference the funding could make to solve the problems and the
long-term social benefits of arts.

To beqin with, the government funding for the arts can help create jobs that may alleviate
the problems of unemployment and hunger. For example, when the government finances
the construction of an art museum, it will create numerous jobs in buildings industry and
help stimulate the local economy. With a stronger economy, the government can then
receive more tax money to provide benefits for the society, including those suffering from
poverty and hunger. Once the museum is built, it will further create more jobs, including
those that require low-level skills, e.g. security guards. The low-income people will then
benefit from the project and these people are more likely to help those who suffer from
poverty as they often come from the same socioeconomic class.

In addition, this recommendation is not helpful when the problems of unemployment and
hunger are so severe and widespread that the amount of funding for arts is insignificant, if
not trivial, relative to the efforts required to address the problems. | do not have any
guantitative data to present a more precise analysis. But intuitively it is safe to believe that
we need far more resources to help those suffering from hunger and unemployment for
which the funding for arts would not make much difference. In addition, we need to
recognize that the problems of unemployment and hunger are not simple matters that can
be solved with money alone. There are a host of institutional and economic problems
causing unemployment and hunger that suspending funding for arts can barely help
address.

Finally, we should not overlook the long-term, unobtrusive benefits of arts for solving

social problems such as unemployment and hunger. For one thing, people who are
unemployed may find it helpful to spend some time in an art museum and find some
emotional comfort in the art works. Government funding for such art projects would benefit
unemployed people who may find hope and strength to move on in their lives. Meanwhile,
art projects may address fundamental issues in human nature such as greed and anxiety



that are the ultimate causes of unemployment and poverty. While funding for such
projects may not help the unemployed or hungry people immediately, the art works may
direct more public attention to the related issues and contribute to the development of
long-term solutions.

In conclusion, it is naive to assume that suspending the funding for arts can solve the
problems of unemployment and poverty. In fact, government-funded arts have important
short-term and long-term benefits for addressing both problems.

81.All parents should be required to volunteer time to their children's schools.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

TS: | strongly agree that all parents should spend some time volunteering for their
children’s schools because doing so may help the parents to participate in the school
affairs and better understand their children’s academic and personal development.
While parents may not have time to come to the schools in person, they might volunteer
their time through online teleworking.

tsl : the first benefit of this policy is that parents may become more actively involved in the
school affairs

- volunteering in PTA (Parent-Teacher Association) enables parents to participate in the
decision-making of the schools (with the support of the parents, the decisions can be
executed more effectively)

- vounteering in extracurricular activities may provide students with extra learning
opportunities (some parents may have special talents or hobbies)

- volunteering in career counseling and mentoring (better network; insights from the
industry)

ts2: the second benefit of this policy is that parents can better understand the
development of their own children

- know more about the school affairs and how they may affect the learning and
development of the children

- provide support for the children according to the school policies

- get more information about children while interacting with the teachers

ts3: some parents may not have time to come to the schools as volunteers

- they can always volunteer their time through online collaboration with teachers and other
parents

- Facebook groups and Google docs can be used

- help review the proposals and contribute ideas online

- participate in the discussion through video conference or make decisions by email



82.Colleges and universities should require their students to spend at least one semester
studying in a foreign country.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

Z+¥7: | agree that this recommendation would be beneficial for students specializing in
certain disciplines such as foreign languages, international trade and comparative politics.
Yet, students in other fields such as national language and literature, history and
archeology would find the requirement unnecessary. Moreover, students with limited
financial resources or abilities to adapt to the new environment may not benefit from the
recommendation.

| agree that this recommendation would be beneficial for students specializing in certain
disciplines such as foreign languages, international trade and comparative politics.
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Yet, students in other fields such as national language and literature, history and
archeology would find the requirement unnecessary. Moreover, students with limited
financial resources or abilities to adapt to the new environment may not benefit from the
recommendation.
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129) College students should base their choice of a field of study on the availability of jobs
in that field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the
recommendation would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples
shape your position.
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There is no doubt that students studying certain subjects will benefit tremendously from
the overseas experiences. One obvious example is students majoring in a foreign
language. To further improve their proficiency in that language, there is no better way than
spending a semester in that country and using the language with native speakers. They
can also get more exposure to the local culture which is essential for mastering the
language. In addition, the study-abroad program may also provide students the
opportunities to access top faculty members and state-of-the-art research facilities in
certain fields that are not available in their own universities. Students majoring in
computer science may benefit if they could study in some American universities which
feature top experts and host internationally-renowned laboratories in the field.

On_the other hand, for students majoring in other subjects such as national history,
literature and archeology, the requirement would add little extra value to their college
education. For one thing, students in these fields can find the best professors in their
home countries and studying in a foreign university would unlikely provide them the
opportunities to learn from top experts in the fields. In addition, their home universities or
other universities in their home countries would provide the library materials and archives
they need to conduct their researches. Again there is no need to study abroad. Finally,
they can collect more useful original data by doing field work domestically rather than
going abroad.

It is also important to take into account students’ financial situation and abilities to adapt to
new environment before adopting the proposed policy.

FHR RS 5
SREPG T — BRI

There are two reasons why | believe that the requirement of studying abroad for one
semester is important for the development of students._First, it is particularly helpful for
students to sharpen their foreign language skills that can benefit their future careers. _In
addition, the experiences of studying in a foreign country can help the students better
understand their own country and culture through intercultural communication. As for the
concern about the cost of studying abroad, exchange programs and scholarships should
be offered to make the opportunities of studying abroad more affordable.

To begin with, students should be required to study abroad so that they can improve their
proficiency levels of a foreign language. This policy is particularly important for university
students from non-English speaking countries. With English becoming the dominant
lingua franca for academic and business communication, students who use English as a
foreign language can benefit tremendously from spending some time in an



English-speaking country. Not only can they get more chance to use the language on a
daily basis and practice the language skills with native speakers. They will also become
much more confident users of the language after studying abroad. With English skills
becoming increasingly important for one’s future career, this requirement can help the
students become more marketable and employable.

The second reason why | believe this requirement is helpful is that students can also
better understand one’s own culture after spending some time in a foreign country. This
may seem a bit counter-intuitive at the first glimpse. But the truth is students studying
abroad will often have more opportunities to introduce their home cultures to local
students with limited knowledge about their countries but strong interest to learn more.
They also need to answer questions about their home cultures raised by foreign friends
who do not take things for granted. By serving as a cultural ambassador of one’s home
country, one can deepen one’s own understanding of the home culture. The new
perspective that is very valuable may not be possible if students stay in their home
countries for college studies.

People may be concerned with the cost of studying abroad and argue that this
requirement may impose extra financial burden on students and their families. Here are
two ways this concern can be addressed. First, the study-abroad program usually takes
the form of exchange program through which the local university exchange students with
a partner university abroad. Under such arrangement, students only need to pay tuition
at the local universities and their tuition fees in the foreign university will be paid by the
foreign exchange students paying their local tuition. Therefore the tuition will not be
more expensive. Meanwhile, scholarship and financial aid should be provided to cover
the transportation and living expenses for studying abroad. Through the financial
support of the government and/or the universities, students with limited financial
resources can also have the opportunities to study abroad.

In_conclusion, the policy of requiring students to study abroad can provide valuable
opportunities to practice their foreign language skills and reflect on their own cultures from
new perspectives. Meanwhile, exchange programs and financial aid programs should be
introduced to help students with financial difficulties.

83.Teachers' salaries should be based on the academic performance of their students.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.



Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

85.Some people believe that in order to thrive, a society must put its own overall success
before the well-being of its individual citizens. Others believe that the well-being of a
society can only be measured by the general welfare of all its people.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.
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TS1: | believe that a society should focus on its overall success which is often measured
in long term rather than the well-being of the individual citizens which is often short-term in
nature. | would illustrate my position with examples about family planning, transportation
infrastructure and sustainable development.

tsl : the one child policy in China hurt certain families such as those who lost their only
children and those who are forced to abort their babies but may be justified considering
the long-term development of the national economy

- the suffering of the parents who lost their only children
- the suffering of the women who are forced to abort their babies

- the importance of one child policy for population control and the improvement of
population quality

ts2 : the development of transportation infrastructure in cities often means the worsening
of the traffic jam and the inflation in the short term but upgrading of the economy that is
beneficial for the long term



- the building the subway usually means less road available for the traffic for a few years
- the large construction projects may also lead to labor shortage and inflation

- but the transportation infrastructure upgrades could lead to long-term economic growth
as the cities can increase its overall productivity and attract more investment

ts3: The idea of sustainable development further illustrates why society should focus on
its long-term overall success.

- the idea of sustainable development: the development of the current generations should
not compromise the opportunities of development of future generations

- environmental protection
- the replacement of fossil fuel with renewable energy sources

- to practice such principles may lead to the decline of certain industries and
unemployment for many

- but it is essential for the overall success in the long term

they serve. Others believe that officials should base their decisions on their own judgment.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.



87.Claim: Any piece of information referred to as a fact should be mistrusted, since it may
well be proven false in the future.

Reason: Much of the information that people assume is factual actually turns out to be
inaccurate.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

Any piece of information referred to as a fact should be trust in engineering fields and
science fields, but not in social science fields.

In engineering fields, information should be trusted as long as it can be applied into
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In science fields, information now should also be trusted because it can be used to explain
many phenomena. 2. XS54 5] J1E

In social science, however, any piece of information referred to as a fact should be
mistrusted and more proof is needed because the information may be biased. % 4 ¥4 #
SENNT, AN RA MR, RIE Hawthorne effects, M %234 H1iE H CEWW LR
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TS: We should not mistrust facts that have been proved logically especially those in
mathematics. For facts presented in science, while it is true that they may be proven
false later, they can still be trusted in the domain where they are used to solve problems.
Nevertheless, facts in politics should be treated with a grain of salt as the information is
always colored by the bias of the observers.

ts 1: Facts that have been proved logically should not be mistrusted.
example: the fact that there are infinite prime number

it can be easily proved by contradiction. Given a finite set of prime number, one can
always get another prime number by adding one to the product of all the set of prime
numbers.

Facts like this should not be mistrusted because it has been proved rigorously in math.
And it is guaranteed to be timeless truth.

ts 2: Facts found in science may be proved wrong later but the facts should be trusted so
long as they are still useful in certain domain.



- Newtonian physics are later proved wrong by Einstein’s theory of relativity

- the Newton’s law, for example, may not apply when an object travels at a speed near the
speed of light

- but facts in Newtonian physics are still useful in many fields such as civil engineering and
mechanical engineering

- we still rely on such facts to drive the automobiles, fly the airplanes and send the
satellites to the space

ts 3: Information presented as facts in politics should be mistrusted for two reasons.

- it is not possible to see the whole picture and the information is always collected based
on the interest of the observers

example: US criticizes China’s human right records and China also criticizes US’s
human rights records

- US focuses on the human rights violation in China such as censorship and arresting
dissidents but ignores the facts that national security is the prerequisite of protecting
human rights

- China focuses on the overuse of police force and gun violence but overlook the fact that
such problems are complex and deeply rooted in US history

- facts are presented with political motivation should always be mistrusted as they may
be challenged later with more information or hindsight

numbers of their citizens are hungry or unemployed.

Reason: It is inappropriate—and, perhaps, even cruel—to use public resources to fund
the arts when people's basic needs are not being met.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.



89.Claim: Many problems of modern society cannot be solved by laws and the legal
system.

Reason: Laws cannot change what is in people's hearts or minds.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.
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According to the prompt, laws and the legal system cannot solve many social problems in
today’s world because it is impossible for the system to change how people feel or
think._While we need to acknowledge the usefulness and importance of the legal system
in solving a great many problems for individual members of the society on a daily basis, it
is true that the current legal system is less effective when it comes to solving social
problems at large scale. Nevertheless, as | will illustrate with my examples, the
inefficiency of laws mainly results from the complexity of the social problems rather than
the reason stated in the prompt.




To begin with, it is important for us to recognize the essential roles played by laws in our
daily life as we rely on the laws to solve many problems confronting the individual citizens.
Take the simple example of traffic laws. The only reason why we can safely cross the
streets is that the drivers of all vehicles usually obey the traffic laws, i.e. (e.g.) stop when
the light is red or at a stop sign. The traffic laws also make sure that drivers who are
engaged in dangerous behaviors, e.g. drink and drive or hit the red light, will be
punished. The prospect of getting published serves as an effective deterrent for the
drivers (usage about deterrent) to follow the laws most of the time. As a result, we enjoy a
safe environment as pedestrians and passengers most of the time.

On the other hand, we have to admit that laws are far from effective in addressing a
number of widespread social problems in out (our) world today. One of the most poignant
examples is the seemingly widening income gap and the resulting poverty many people
have to suffer. The government has introduced different legislative measures to address
the problems of poverty and income gap such as the compulsory education for children
and the progressive income tax system. Through compulsory education, it is hoped that
children from the lower socioeconomic classes can also benefit from education and move
upward in the social ladder with more employable skills. Likewise, the tax money from the
middle and upper class is used to provide basic services and welfare for the poor.

Unfortunately, however, the laws that intend to solve one social problem may lead to
another social problem, which may further complicate the original one. For example, the
law of compulsory education has kept many adolescents in schools who have neither
interests nor talents to pursue their academic studies. By the time they leave the schools,
they do not have the skills that the schools should help them develop and become
unemployed right away. Meanwhile, the progressive income tax system may discourage
the middle and upper class from working hard or make more purchases, thereby harming
the overall economic development.

Based on my analysis of the laws that may help us as individuals but may not solve social
problems, it is clear that laws may create incentives or disincentives to change people’s
behaviors and solve problems at individual level. Nevertheless, for more complicated
social problems such as poverty, laws may be less useful because there are too many
factors involved in the problems and the laws intended to solve one problem may lead to
another even more severe one. The effectiveness of laws depends on the extent to which
they can change people’s behaviors as well as the complexity of the social problem. It
has nothing to do with people’s thoughts or feelings.

90.Educators should take students' interests into account when planning the content of
the courses they teach.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and



supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.

91.The primary goal of technological advancement should be to increase people's
efficiency so that they have more leisure time.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Model Essay:

In today’s world, the economic development has been constantly driven by the advances

of new technologies and the ways we live our lives are reqularly transformed by new shifts

in technological paradigms. It is important for us to reflect on the goal of technological

development and its consequences. | agree that the primary goal of technological

advancement should be to increase people’s efficiency in a variety of activities. But
whether or not people will have and enjoy more leisure time depends on the roles different

people play in the society and the goals they have in their life.

When developing technologies used by students and researchers in higher education, the

goal should be to help them work on their academic studies and research projects more

efficiently. One of the major challenges of students and scholars is to keep pace with the
increasing amount of scholarships that are now available in digital forms. Search
engines such as Google Scholar and Citation management software such as Zotero have
enabled the students and researchers to access and manage a large number of research
articles efficiently. Yet, with the blessings of such advanced technologies, students and
scholars will not enjoy more leisure time. With the increasing competition among
students and scholars worldwide for places of further education and research funding,
expectations are high for better academic performance and research output. Therefore,
it is likely that students and researchers have to work long hours to meet such
expectations.

Likewise, the primary concern of advancing technologies for white-collar workers and

business managers should also be efficiency, especially when it comes to team work.

For example, through teleconferencing enabled by the Internet, people can now work from
home by staying in touch with colleagues through microphone and camera, thereby
saving the commuting time and increasing the overall work efficiency. This is, in fact, the
primary goal of developing new telecommunication technologies. But this new
development, instead of offering more time for people to enjoy their leisure activities,
threatens to take away the time they should spend with their families. After all, the



boundary between workplace and home has been blurred, with the demand of more work
eating away our family time.

The only group of people that actually can enjoy more leisure time as a result of

technological innovation is the retired elderly people. The technological solutions

designed for them should have efficiency as the top priority so that more time can be
saved for leisure. By shopping online via stores such as Amazon.com and eBay, the
elderly can stay at home and get everything they need by delivery. Smart refrigerators
can help them keep track of the grocery items they need automatically and facilitate the
ordering in a much more efficient way. In addition, latest mobile technologies also make it
possible for them to do certain body checkup via smart wristwatches, making it
unnecessary to even visit the doctor under certain circumstances. The time they saved
will go to their favorite leisure activities as they have retired and do not have any
commitment to jobs.

In conclusion, it is reasonable to argue that the main goal of technological development is

to increase people’s efficiency in doing different things and save our precious time. But for
most people who have to work and make a living, they would not be able to enjoy more
leisure time but often find themselves working long hours to keep up with the pace of
modern life. Yet, for the retired elderly, to live in today’s world full of technological
innovation is a true blessing as they can enjoy a great amount of leisure time.

facts but on the ability to explain the ideas, trends, and concepts that those facts illustrate.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.



93.Unfortunately, in contemporary society, creating an appealing image has become
more important than the reality or truth behind that image.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Outline:
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TS: This statement does not hold true when image is part of the reality or image can
accurately reflect the reality. it may be true when image masks the reality or the truth.

tsl: it is impossible to compare the importance of image and the reality when the image is
an integral part of the reality.

Example: luxury cars

The external appearance of luxury cars is one of the main reasons why the buyers want
the car

they do not buy the cars to drive around

they buy the cars to tell people they can afford the beautiful cars

to get the attention and to pass the message that they are rich

image is the part of the reality

ts2: efforts made to create an image is also legitimate when the image can be used to tell
the reality or the truth accurately

example: job interview

a confident and energetic image may convince the interviewer that the candidate is
competent and enthusiastic about the job

it is often the case, competent candidates are more likely to look confident

enthusiastic candidates usually appear more energetic

candidates who wear make-up, dress nicely usually take the job opportunity more
seriously

ts3: Government officials may do certain things to impress the public and divert public
attention to the larger issues



- Obama’s attendance and speech at Clementa Pinckney funeral

- POTUS delivered a passionate eulogy

- reinforces his image as the first AA president who cares about the AA community

- but the reality is that racial inequality is deeply rooted in institutional practices such as
racial profiling and affirmative actions

- Obama administration have failed when it comes to race relation (Michael Brown case-
the tip of iceberg)

94.The effectiveness of a country's leaders is best measured by examining the well-being
of that country's citizens.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

147) The effectiveness of a country's leaders is best measured by examining the
well-being of that country's citizens.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might
not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

Outline:

TS: The effectiveness of the national leaders should be best measured by examining how
successful the nations achieved their most important goals. During the second world war,
the leaders’ effectiveness was ultimately judged by the outcomes of the war. During the
cold war, the leaders’ effectiveness could be measured by progress of the space
programs. While it is true that leaders are responsible for improving the citizens’ welfare,
sometimes they need to work on projects or tasks that may have long-term rather than
short-term positive impact on citizens’ well-being.

tsl: in wartime, leaders are considered effective if they could lead the nations to win the
war despite the great casualty and loss

- Churchill was effective in resisting the threat of Nazi Germany

- Roosevelt was effective in ending the war in Pacific with atomic bombs

- British and American citizens suffered during the war

- but they were effective leaders nevertheless

ts 2: when nations are competing in certain areas, the effectiveness of leaders could be
measured by examining the national achievement in those areas

- after the successful launch of Sputnik by USSR, the US was threatened in the area of
space exploration

- the US decided to send men to the moon



- the lunar landing is a great achievement indicating the effectiveness of the US leaders
- although there is no direct positive effects to the citizens’ well-being

ts3: some people may argue that the statement holds true because the leaders are
responsible for maintaining the well-being of the citizens

- sometimes the well-being of the citizens are not the top priority

- during the wartime, to end the war is the main goal which is also important for the
long-term prosperity of the nation

- during the cold war, to outperform the Soviet in the space is important

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

they enter college.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

studying in a foreign country.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

study in which jobs are plentiful.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible
consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.



Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

semester studying in a foreign country.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible
consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.

101.Although innovations such as video, computers, and the Internet seem to offer
schools improved methods for instructing students, these technologies all too often
distract from real learning.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Model Essay:
Technological innovations have inevitably changed the ways students learn in schools

and teachers present their materials. Whether or not such innovations may distract

students from real learning depends on the specific technology and how they are used for
learning. [I'll first illustrate how video and computers can be very useful for students to
learn certain subjects_with some specific examples. Afterwards, I'll discuss the problem

of online distraction given the ubiquity of the Internet.

Materials in video form can serve as useful supplement to the written texts for courses in
history and literature. In a history course on World War Il, for example, students can
have better understanding of the issues after watching a documentary film on the topic.
Different from the textual account of the historical events, the films treat the topic with
multimedia materials, some of which may come from primary sources. The video can
offer a fresh perspective on the subject matters and stimulate the students to ask more
guestions. Since the teachers usually operate the equipment (e.g. DVD players) and
have control over what to present, students will not be distracted by materials irrelevant to
the topics. Therefore, the use of video should not cause any problems of distraction.



As the use of computers has revolutionized many scientific disciplines, the computing
tools have become essential components in learning such disciplines. The study of
Calculus nowadays, for example, often involves programming in Matlab, a powerful
software and programming language for sophisticated calculation. When using
computers to learn programming in Matlab, the students will focus on how to implement
the math models by writing codes and learn to debug the codes when errors occur. Itis
very unlikely that they would be distracted by other activities as Matlab will keep them
busy and concentrated. _As this example clearly illustrates, digital distraction is not an

issue when the students are fully engaged in learning how to use an advanced computer
software to solve problems.

The use of certain Internet technologies, however, could lead to the concerns of digital

distraction. In many courses, students are often asked to conduct research online and
collect materials that can be incorporated in their reports on certain topics. As a result,
students often have full access to the Internet with their own computers during the course.
As teachers can only supervise one or two students at a time, there is no way to ensure
that students are working on their research projects while online. They might find
themselves checking their friends’s facebook updates or browsing the web mindlessly.
After all, doing so requires less effort than doing researches. Digital distraction can be a
serious problem in cases like these when teachers do not have full control over how the
students use the technology and the students may lack the self-discipline to do what they
are supposed to do online.

In conclusion, whether we should be concerned with digital distraction depends on the
specific technological innovations used in the teaching and learning processes. When
teachers have control over how the tools are used or students are fully engaged with the
technology, there is no need to worry about this issue. _Nevertheless, more attention has
to be paid to digital distraction when students are left on their own on the Internet.

student's field of study.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible
consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.



103.The best ideas arise from a passionate interest in commonplace things.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Outline:

TS: Best ideas in math and technology are usually unrelated to commonplace things as
the ideas often involve theoretical concepts that are not accessible to people without
specialized training. The statement may be valid for certain social sciences such as
economics.

tsl: in math, good ideas often arise from collaboration among well-trained mathematicians
- Consider Green-Tao theorem

- as a result of the collaboration of Ben Green and Terrance Tao

- it has nothing to do with commonplace things

- its development involves sophisticated concepts and theories in number theory and
other branches of pure math

ts 2: in technology, good ideas often come from hybridization of different existing
technologies that are not necessarily commonplace

- consider the design of iPhone

- the idea of smartphone has been around (not very common at the time)

- touchscreen technology also not popular at the time

- the hybrid of smartphone and touchscreen leads to iPhone

ts 3: in social science, strong interest in how commonplace things affect human behaviors
may lead to insightful ideas

- consider the study of how seatbelt laws affect drivers’ behaviors

- economists with passionate interests in seatbelt (a commonplace thing) dedicate a great
amount of efforts to research

- found the unintended consequence of seatbelt laws (reduction of risk leads to more
reckless driving and more pedestrians injuries)



104.To be an effective leader, a public official must maintain the highest ethical and moral
standards.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.
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105.Claim: Imagination is a more valuable asset than experience.

Reason: People who lack experience are free to imagine what is possible without the
constraints of established habits and attitudes.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

106) In most professions and academic fields, imagination is more important than
knowledge.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

126) In most professions and academic fields, imagination is more important than
knowledge.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.
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TS: Both imagination and experience are important ingredients for success in different

undertakings or projects. | believe that imagination is more valuable at the early stages

of the projects when the novelty of the ideas is crucial. At later stages, however, the

implementation of the ideas and the management of the projects would require the team

members to have experience in different areas. | would illustrate my point with the

stories of Google, Wikipedia and Alibaba.

ts1: imagination is more important and valuable for a company or an organization at the

early stage of its development

all successful companies began with an imaginative idea

- Google’s idea of ranking web pages based on the number of back links (an example of
crowdsourcing)

- Taobao’s idea of serving as a middleman for online transaction (a model that help
maintain trust among strangers)



- Wikipedia’s idea to allow everyone to edit an online encyclopedia (blur the line between
users and producers of knowledge)

ts2: as the projects grew big, the experience of effective management becomes more

valuable

- financial management

- human resources management
- operation management

ts3: equally important is the experience of understanding and meeting the needs of the

customers and the society

- deal with the need of the customers
- negotiate with the government

knowledge.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

standards.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.



108.Critical judgment of work in any given field has little value unless it comes from
someone who is an expert in that field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

110) Critical judgment of work in any given field has little value unless it comes from
someone who is an expert in that field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.
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Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might
not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.[ 55— 5 /{5 %
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TS: In some fields such as pure mathematics, only experts in the field could offer valuable

critical comments on the works;_in other fields such as cosmology, experts from other

fields, for example, mathematics and computer scientists may also offer some interesting
insights;_in more practical fields such as industrial design and movie production, the

general public as end users may also contribute to the judgment.

tsl: in certain fields where outsiders can hardly understand the materials, this statement

probably holds true.

- example: pure mathematics (Green-Tao theorem)
- difficult for outsiders without proper training to understand
- outsiders not able to make judgment

ts2: in some fields experts from related fields may judge the works with regard to the

methodology.
- example: cosmology (involves mathematical modeling and high-performance computing

for analyzing big data)
- mathematicians may judge the validity of the math model
- computer scientists may judge the efficiency of the algorithms for dealing with the data

ts 3: the general public without any specialized training may also judge work in certain

fields such as industrial design and movie

- Apple ran numerous focus group discussions to collect comments from layperson end
users on their design

- one of the key principle of user interface design is user-friendliness (users should find it
easy to use)

- Hollywood movie studios also run workshops for layperson to read stories before the
screenplays are finalized



understanding of the world around us. Others believe that science has revealed to us that
the world is infinitely more complex than we ever realized.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.
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Do advances in scientific researches help us better understand the world we live in? Or
are we increasingly perplexed by the new scientific knowledge constructed by the
research community? The answers to these questions would depend on which groups of
people we are talking about here. For the general public, science has provided solutions
and resolved puzzles about the world we live in and enabled us to understand events in
the world with confidence. For the scientific researchers, however, science is far less
certain and settled, creating more complex puzzles than anyone can possibly solve
completely.
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There is no doubt that science has offered plausible explanations to many phenomena
and events which used to confuse and intimidated people in the past. Take germ theory
for example. Before the advent of germ theory, human beings did not understand why
they got sick and often came up with bizarre theories and treatments which did more harm
than good. Germ theory has greatly advanced our understanding of how and why people
caught different diseases and more effective therapies had been developed as a result.
Likewise, the discovery of relativity theories have enabled human beings to better
understand how mass can be converted to nuclear energy. Such insights not only
helped us to learn more about how energy was generated in the sun. They also created
new opportunities for us to harness nuclear energy.
R-BEEIERBAEAR T MES BRI B R B A 18 5P
In addition to natural science, social sciences also brought the public many new
knowledge about how the society worked. Microeconomic theories, for example, have
been developed to explain and predict human behaviours in a wide range of contexts.
Through the quantitative analysis of a large amount of data about drivers’ behaviours
before and after the introduction seatbelt laws, economists have learned that while



seatbelt laws may provided extra protection for drivers and passengers, more pedestrians
had been killed as drivers tended to drive less cautiously with the protection of seat belts.
Such insights from social science carry important implications for the relevant social and
legal policies and contributed to our understanding of the society.
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While theoretical insights from both natural and social sciences have greatly advanced the
public understanding of the natural world and the human society, the frontier researchers
in sciences are far less certain about the world as they know it. When it comes to the
cutting-edge research areas, the well-established theories may not be very useful in
explaining the empirical observations. For example, theoretical physicists have long
struggled to unify the theory of general relativity that offers elegant explanation for the
world at the macro level with the theory of quantum mechanics that is more applicable to
the micro world. Economists also find it difficult to explain why free markets could fall
soundly to rescue the developed world from periodic financial crisis and why less liberal
economies such as China seem to be more robust than its more democratic counterparts
like India. To explain the empirical observations that may challenge the existing theories,
scientists have to search for new theories constantly and be prepared to be challenged
with even more empirical data.
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In conclusion, as members of the general public, we are lucky to live in this scientifically
and technologically advanced world where most phenomena can be adequately explained
by experts in the respective scientific fields. But members of the scientific research
community have a long way to go for developing a set of comprehensive theories that can
settle most, if not all, puzzles in the world.

someone who is an expert in that field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

step down after five years. (8,111,149)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.



study is the best way to ensure that students become truly educated.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

artists, or scientists. (113/28/120/121/127/145)
Reason: The surest indicator of a great nation is actually the welfare of all its people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

accomplish little. .( 16/86/114/115/139)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

carry out the will of the people whom they serve.( 16/86/114/115/139)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

they enter college.(116/6/14/96)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.



(117/5 funding for big city culture 7=yl /& issue 5 ff]—#47)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

views contradict our own.(49/76/79/146)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

for modern purposes, modern development should be given precedence over the
preservation of historic buildings.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.
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TS: 1 strongly disagree that historic buildings should be sacrificed for the sake of modern
development. _In fact, preservation of historic buildings is important for education and

tourism of the cities. For the purpose of modern development, the urban planners should

try to build satellite cities around the old cities to balance the need for preserving historic
buildings and the demand of space for economic development.



ts1: preservation of historic buildings can create educational value for young people,

researchers and the city residents

- for young people, the buildings can help them to learn more about the history of the city
and the nation

- for researchers, they can collect more first-hand historical data

- for city residents, the buildings help cultivate their sense of identity as part of the city

ts2: well-preserved historic buildings can also boost the tourism of the city as well as the

nation

- the histortic buildings may attract more tourists
- the booming tourism can create more jobs

- it can help attract more foreign investment

ts3:_some people may argue that the city needs more space and land for economic

development

- more land is needed for housing, transportation and office building

- urban planners should consider building satellite cities around the old city

- it is easier to build a new city from scratch than to renovate the old city

- such policy can also help lift the people in the suburban and the rural area from poverty

artists, or scientists.(120/121/127/145/28/113/)

Reason: Great achievements by a nation's rulers, artists, or scientists will ensure a good
life for the majority of that nation's people.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists. Others argue that the surest indicator of a
great nation is, in fact, the general welfare of all its people.(121/120/127/145/28/113/)

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.



the men and women that the society chooses as its heroes or its role models.( 122/22)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

123.The best way for a society to prepare its young people for leadership in government,
industry, or other fields is by instilling in them a sense of cooperation, not competition.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

128) Some people argue that successful leaders in government, industry, or other fields
must be highly competitive. Other people claim that in order to be successful, a leader
must be willing and able to cooperate with others.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.

AXIE

The best way for a society to prepare its young people for leadership in different fields is
by instilling in them a sense of cooperation, not competition, because cooperation can
teach young people how to communicate with others and how to work together with others,
which are of great significance for leadership.

First of all, cooperation can teach young people how to communicate with others. & /F i3k
AT, FEPBAAGACI, STHBE N TR AR E 2. 28] 0658 07 i email,
telephone, message.

What is more, young people can practice how to work with others in cooperation while
only rely on themselves in competition. & 1F B 5 B F= 38 A AN [F] N FAS ] 2R
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People may argue that a sense of competition will make students more hardworking and

industrious. I, however, insist cooperation is more important than competition because
young people have already learned competition during their growth.”EiG+H B4 H K%L 7%
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TS: | agree with the statement that future leaders need to appreciate the importance of

cooperation for the success of governments and corporations. In fact, cooperation is

essential within an organization and among different organizations. While competition is

also important for leaders, most young people learn enough about it as they grow up.

ts1: Future leaders have to understand the importance of cooperation within an

organization in which people with different expertise can work together productively.

- the idea of comparative advantage

- leaders need to understand how team members with different skills and expertise can
work together to create more value together

- leaders also need to design a work flow that can facilitate the cooperation

- to do that young people have to develop a sense of cooperation through extracurricular
activities

ts2: It is also important for young people to learn what an organization needs to cooperate

with other stakeholders in the society.

- the importance of negotiation among different stakeholders

- the example of Google who failed to cooperate with Chinese government
- not only Google is not accessible in China; now gmail is also blocked

- cooperating with other organizations is also important

- young people need to learn that

ts3: While there is no doubt that competition is also essential for any organization, most

young people learn how to compete through formal schooling.

- competition is important for creating incentives to make progress

- but most students learn that in schools when they work hard to compete for places in
college

- they will also learn that when they compete for jobs and leadership positions

studying in a foreign country.( 124/82/97/100)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.



in their natural state. Others argue that these areas should be developed for potential
economic gain.(125/10/148)

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.

knowledge.( 126/105/)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

scientists, but the general well-being of all its people.(127/121/120/145/28/113/)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

must be highly competitive. Other people claim that in order to be successful, a leader
must be willing and able to cooperate with others.( 128/123)

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.

in that field.( 129/20/32/39/98/136)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
recommendation and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in which adopting the recommendation
would or would not be advantageous and explain how these examples shape your position.



130.Some people believe that corporations have a responsibility to promote the well-being
of the societies and environments in which they operate. Others believe that the only
responsibility of corporations, provided they operate within the law, is to make as much
money as possible.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.
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ts1: the nature of corporation as an organization that maximizes its profits means that the
managers have the responsibility to make decisions based on whether or not the
shareholders’ interests could be promoted

- the corporation as an institution separates the ownership and the management

- the managers should be responsible for maximizing the profits for the stockholders

- they should avoid doing anything illegal to reduce the costs

- the market mechanism would ensure that profit-maximizing corps also create value for
the society in an efficient way

ts2: Nevertheless, the government may offer some incentives for the corporations to care
more about the well-being of the society and environment through tax credit or subsidy.

- tax credit for investment in renewable energy

- subsidy for hiring physically challenged employees or recently unemployed people

ts3: Meanwhile, if the public makes it clear that certain issues do matter, the corporations
will also take the public interest into account as their reputation and long-term interests
are at stake.

- Google’s “do no evil” motto

- people support Google by using it

- Wong Lo kat herbal tea donated a large amount of money to the relief efforts of SiChuan
earthquake

- the sales of the herbal tea skyrocketed



131.Claim: Researchers should not limit their investigations to only those areas in which
they expect to discover something that has an immediate, practical application.

Reason: It is impossible to predict the outcome of a line of research with any certainty.
(3% 36/72)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

TS:_| agree that researchers should not limit their studies to areas where immediate and
practical application could be expected not because of the difficulty to predict the research
outcome. In fact, | would first argue that most researchers can somehow anticipate the
research results with some measure of certainty. There are two reasons why

researchers should not be practically oriented: first, certain research in pure math and

theoretical physics may never have any practical application but are intrinsically and
historically valuable; second, some research may lead to more practical applications a few
decades later.

tsl: most researchers can predict the outcome of their research; otherwise, they may not
be able to get financial support (reject the reason)

- researchers have to convince the reviewers that their research proposals are feasible
and promising

- they need to justify the research goals by reviewing the literature

- they have to design the methodology and discuss the anticipated results in their
proposals

- most research projects with financial support will lead to some expected outcome (but
the outcome may be purely theoretical; nothing practical)

ts2: researchers should devote themselves to projects with no immediate and practical
applications as the research may be intrinsically and historically valuable

- Tao’s work on prime numbers

- no practical application

- but prime numbers have been studied for thousands of years

- fascinating in its own right

ts3: researchers should also work on research projects that may lead to useful
applications in future

- Einstein’s theory of relativity was developed without any expectations for practical
applications

- the insights from his theory were later used to harness nuclear power



132.Some people believe that our ever-increasing use of technology significantly reduces
our opportunities for human interaction. Other people believe that technology provides us
with new and better ways to communicate and connect with one another.

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.
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TS: The use of technology enables us to interact with a great number of people by
exchanging thoughts and ideas more efficiently and creatively;_ some people may point out

that the use of technology takes away the time that should have been spent with family
members and friends, an issue that | would address later in this essay.

tsl: the new technology has enabled people to communicate with one another more

efficiently
- email

- facebook
- Skype

ts2: the use of technology also makes it possible for people to interact more creatively

- Wikipedia as a major platform for people to collaborate
- people edit the entries together
- discuss the entries through the talk pages

ts3: some people are concerned that people spent less time with their families and friends

- in fact, technology also facilitates the interaction with families and friends (cell phones
help them stay connected; make appointments)

- people who really care about the relationship with families and friends can always find
time for them

- they may even use other technology to increase such time

today.(74/134)

Reason: The world today is significantly more complex than it was even in the relatively
recent past.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.



today.(74/133)

Reason: We are not able to make connections between current events and past events
until we have some distance from both.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

study that will prepare them for lucrative careers.( /15)

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible
consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.

study in which jobs are plentiful. (136/20/32/39/98/129)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

fields of study in which they are unlikely to succeed.( 137 /3/35)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.



the classroom. Others believe that such competition seriously limits the quality of real
learning.(138/45)

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.

government experts.

Reason: Politicians and other government experts are more informed and thus have
better judgment and perspective than do members of the general public.
(16/86/114/115/139)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

of courses outside the student's field of study. Others believe that universities should not
force students to take any courses other than those that will help prepare them for jobs in
their chosen fields. (13/46/70/102/112)

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.



141.1t is more harmful to compromise one's own beliefs than to adhere to them.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Whether this statement holds true or not depends on the social roles of the people who

hold the beliefs and the foundation of the beliefs. In the field of politics, legislators and

government officials have to compromise their beliefs about specific issues in order to

reach consensus in the process of policy making. For the judges in the courts, they need

to adhere their beliefs in the rule of laws. For scientists and researchers, they should

examine their own beliefs critically using empirical evidence.

TS: Whether the statement holds true depends on the fields in which the belief is

challenged. For religious people, it is more desirable to adhere to their beliefs in order to

remain spiritually healthy. For scientists and politicians, however, it makes more sense to

compromise one’s beliefs that are challenged by empirical data or political reality.

tsl: Religious people should stay faithful to their beliefs in God or other doctrines which

form the essence of their spiritual identities.

- many religious people grew up with their religious beliefs

- they draw strength and energy from the beliefs

- the religious beliefs are also the foundation of the religious community
- things will fall apart for them if they compromise their own beliefs

ts 2: scientists should test their beliefs against the empirical evidence

- science is an open system in which all theories are refutable

- scientists are ready to abandon their own theories in light of new evidence
- they believe their theories are justified with the existing evidence

- but they are open to the possibility that they might be wrong

ts3: politicians may also change their beliefs in face of political reality

- some conservatives may believe that homosexual relationships are immoral

- but the reality is that increasing number of nations now recognize it as an acceptable
form of relationship

- gay and lesbian marriages

- politicians who want to serve the nations need to rethink their beliefs



142.Claim: Colleges and universities should specify all required courses and eliminate
elective courses in order to provide clear guidance for students.

Reason: College students—Ilike people in general—prefer to follow directions rather than
make their own decisions.

(Fr AN 5 T JLIEA /)2 13 46/70/102/112/140 3645 HABIREFE)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim
and the reason on which that claim is based.

TS: Universities and colleges should allow students to decide what elective courses to
take at different stages of their college education as they need to choose their majors,
their focus within the major field and their future careers.

tsl: Taking some elective courses can help them to decide which field of study is the most
suitable major for them

- many freshmen are undecided with their majors

- taking some elective courses can help them explore different fields

- if they decided not pursue that major, the courses can still count towards the general
degree requirement

ts2: they also need to decide which specific areas they would like to focus on within their
major field

- another important decision to make

- within computer science, they may focus on computer architecture, algorithm, operating
system or programming languages (elective courses are necessary for them to pursue
their interests)

- particularly important if they want to go to graduate schools later

ts3: elective courses are also important for students who decided to pursue certain
careers

- some students may be interested in working in a Chinese company

- they will take a few courses to learn Chinese language and Chinese history

- if they want to pursue a law degree later, they may want to take some extra
writing-intensive courses to sharpen their writing skills

(note that the three points also focus on some important decisions that students need to
make, which also rejects the reason)



143.No field of study can advance significantly unless it incorporates knowledge and
experience from outside that field.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

Model Essay:
In modern society, academic scholars constantly learn from researchers outside their
fields to make new progress in their own fields. _I would like to illustrate the importance of

incorporating knowledge and experience from outside the fields in terms of
methodological tools, theoretical perspectives and new practices of research.

It is well known that many disciplines rely on some more fundamental fields for
methodological tools. Most natural science and engineering fields cannot advance
without the help of different mathematical models. The development of cryptography, for
example, is not possible without the insights from number theory in general and specific
theorems about prime numbers in particular. On the other hand, the advancement of
pure mathematics is also aided tremendously by the use of computers which free the
mathematicians from tedious calculation. This is why nowadays most introductory
Calculus courses at college level would include some components of programming in
Matlab.

Scholars in applied social sciences also need theoretical insights and inspiration from
more basic social sciences. For example, the legal scholars on traffic laws can benefit
from the incentive theory proposed by economists and study the effects of seat belt laws
on the behaviors of drivers and how it might affect the safety of pedestrians. In fact, a
whole new field known as law and economics has emerged with economic theories
applied to the study of laws. Like the legal scholarship, many other fields of study need
to incorporate theories from outside to make progress.

Finally, researchers may borrow new ideas and experience in research practices from
outside their fields. The idea of crowdsourcing, for example, was first developed in the
process of editing Oxford English Dictionary when a large group of amateurs were invited
to contribute words to the editorial team. It was recently adopted as a research paradigm
in different academic fields with the advent of the Internet. Even in pure mathematics, a
crowdsourcing project known as the Polymath had successfully solved some difficult
problems attracting mathematicians from all over the world. With the increasing
communication among scholars across disciplines, more research practices such as
crowdsourcing will be transferred from one field of study to another.



In conclusion, | agree that, in today’s academic world, incorporating knowledge and
experience from outside the field of study is necessary for the further development of all
different fields as researchers need methodological tools, theoretical insights and new
ideas about research practices.

144.True success can be measured primarily in terms of the goals one sets for oneself.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.
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While | agree that one can measure his or her success based on his or her goals, the

validity of such measurement depends on whether the goals are consistent with the

values of the society, the means used to achieve the goals is ethical and the price of the

“success” is reasonable. In other words, success that is anti-social, unethical or too
costly is not true success. _l will explain my position with some specific examples as

follows.

People can set virtually any goals for themselves; but only those that are beneficial for the
society are considered worthy and accomplishments of such are true success. Consider
the case of September 11 attacks. A group of terrorists set their goals as hijacking

airplanes and killing innocent people to make their political statements. They have
succeeded phenomenally in terms of achieving their goals. Such terrorist attacks would
not be possible without careful planning for years and the coordination among a group of
professionals. But nobody in the civilized world would consider killing innocent people as
true success. Rather, such acts are considered shameful and cowardly. As this
example clearly shows, success can be measured based on goals only if the goals are
beneficial for the society.

In addition to the value of the goals, the means used to achieve the goals is also a

relevant issue. Suppose a student aims to perform well in the upcoming final exam.
Instead of working hard to study for the tests, he tried to cheat in the exam by bringing a
crib sheet. The goal is certainly worthy and even admirable. But the means through which
he achieves his goal is unethical. His good exam results do not accurately reflect his
academic performance. Doing so is also unfair to other students who are honest in the
exams. Even if he was not caught cheating, he was not truly successful.



Finally, we have to consider the cost of the “success” when measuring it. These days,

many people focus on building successful careers in their life with the belief that doing so
can bring happiness to themselves and their families. Nevertheless, to achieve such
goals, they often have to work long hours and sacrifice the time they should have spent
with their families. The failure to achieve a work-and-life balance is too high a price for
many who earned a successful career but ended up with poor relationships with their
loved ones. So true success has to be measured by considering not just the goals but
the cost of achieving such goals.

As | explain clearly above, we cannot measure success accurately based on our goals

alone. We also need to think about the social value of the goals, the means we use to
achieve the goals and the price we have to pay. Without taking multiple perspectives on
success, our judgment will be narrow and unreliable.

greatness than are the achievements of its rulers, artists, or scientists.
(/121/127/28/113/120/121/1271)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

opposing viewpoint. (79 34 49/76/79/146 A& W\ {8 2 DA E KARAN)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.

well-being of that country's citizens.( 147/94)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might not hold true and
explain how these considerations shape your position.



state.( 148/10/125/)

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

149.1n any field—business, politics, education, government—those in power should be
required to step down after five years.

Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning for the
position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider the possible
consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences shape your
position.

XIE B T D20 profession 7 EJL/NANFEIZRAL, SE&fFE R AT . H
B RS E1E 5] th 2 address the most compelling reasons and/or examples that could
be used to challenge your position W15 531 G R TG QAT [ B AS 23R 2 77 EE 42 1 AR

HIER

Leadership is vital for the success of any enterprises, whether it is in the field of business,
education or public administration. It is argued that, in order to prevent power abuse and
revitalize the organizations, those in the leadership positions should quit their jobs after a
certain number of years. | think this proposal will not benefit businesses and educational
institutions as leaders in these fields need many years to build their reputation and earn
trust from the stakeholders. Nevertheless, it is important for government officials to
serve for a limited number of years only.

Consider the leadership in business world first. With the separation of ownership and
management in modern corporations, it is important for the stockholders to trust the
managers of the businesses. But to earn the trust of the stockholders often takes a
relatively long period of time. The managers will need to demonstrate their competence
as leaders through years of services and accumulate more experience while working with
the staff to develop the best strategic plans for the long-term development of a company.
Once the manager reaches the top management, s/he will become a valuable asset that
the company cannot afford to lose. If s/he has to leave the position in five years, the
company will have to start over the process of cultivating a leader all over again.
Therefore, to save money for the investors of the company, this rule should not apply.



With the increasing corporatization of higher education, the same logic also applied to the
leadership of universities. As a president of a university, one has to spend years
developing intimate knowledge about the industry of higher education and building his/her
network with the key people in the circle. S/he will need to promote the university
aggressively at a global scale and raise money for different projects and programs that
can help the university to stay competitive. This is a very challenging job and if a
university is lucky enough to find someone who can do the job well, it makes little sense to
let him/her go in 5 years. This is why the leaders of universities often hold their positions
for years.

Nevertheless, the proposed rule should apply to government officials who do need to
leave their jobs after certain years. One may argue that just like corporate CEOs and
university presidents, it also takes years for a government official to learn to do his/her job
well and build his/her reputation. This is true to some extent. But it is important to bear in
mind that “government, even in its best form, is a necessary evil” as it takes away certain
amount of freedom from the citizens in order to preserve peace and order. As a result,
the power of the government officials have to be limited through the institutional
arrangement that any officials, no matter how competent or reputable they are, have to
step down after a certain number of years. The risk of having a dictator justifies the cost
of reducing the tenure of a capable leader.

In conclusion, | believe that the proposed rule should not be applied to the fields of
business and higher education. But for the government leaders, they should definitely
leave their positions after a certain number of years.
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of the societies and environments in which they operate. Others believe that the only

responsibility of corporations, provided they operate within the law, is to make as much
money as possible.( 130/150)

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.



151.Some people claim that the goal of politics should be the pursuit of an ideal. Others
argue that the goal should be finding common ground and reaching reasonable
consensus.( 60/151)

Write a response in which you discuss which view more closely aligns with your own position and
explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you
should address both of the views presented.

152.The best way to solve environmental problems caused by consumer-generated waste
is for towns and cities to impose strict limits on the amount of trash they will accept from
each household.

Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the claim. In
developing and supporting your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons and/or
examples that could be used to challenge your position.

Outline:

TS: Limiting the amount of trash would not solve the problem because the proposed
measure would be difficult to implement and may lead to illegal waste disposal. _Clearly
better approaches include creating economic incentives for the residents and the
companies to reduce domestic waste and using new technologies such as incinerators.
As for the impact on the environment caused by incinerators, the use of the technology
can be justified if the overall cost is smaller than the costs of the alternative solutions and
the technology may be further improved in future.

tsl: it is not feasible for the government to limit the amount of trash that each household
can dispose

- the cost of enforcing the law can be very high

- the people may choose to dispose trash secretly and illegally

- the policy may be challenged as the quality of life will be severely compromised
ts2:_there are better ways to solve the problems such as creating more incentives for
reducing trash and recycling and using new technology (incinerator)

- offering tax credit for recycling companies and imposing taxes on disposable consumer
items http://www.investopedia.com/articles/pf/07/disposablesociety.asp

- invest in building incinerators

ts3:_while the technological solutions such as incinerators may cause more pollution in the
short term, more resources devoted to the research and development will further improve
its efficiency and functionality

- better models could be developed to understand the chemical processes of burning the
trash

- researches will lead to new technologies to process the waste gas before it is released to
the atmosphere
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